
Stewart Island (above) is presently a strong contender for national

park status, though there are local opponents. The Crown has
extensive reserves in a region noted for its forests and wildlife.
Pictures show islands and harbour arms in the Paterson Inlet area
near the settlement of Oban, and coastal dunes at Masons Bay
where kiwi hunt by day.

National Park Criteria
National parks are distinguished from other reserves by
special criteria defined in the National Parks Act 1980. A
national park must be at least 10,000 hectares in size and
‘contain scenery of such distinctive quality, ecological sys-
tems, or natural features so beautiful, unique, or scientifi-
cally important that their preservation is in the national
interest’. Such areas are ‘preserved in perpetuity as nation-
al parks, for their intrinsic worth and for the benefit, use
and enjoyment of the public.

Discover the Stlpiing
beauny of' New Zealani
The Department of Conservation has published a range of
very informative; high quality Parkmaps and Trackmaps.
These maps will not only help you plan your trip but are
also an excellent tool during the walk itself: Choose from ..
Arthurs Pass Kaimai Mamaku Rotorua Lakes
Mt Aspiring Kaiweka Marlborough Sounds
Fiordland Kahurangi Banks Peninsula
Tongariro Lake Sumner Stewart Island
Nelson Lakes Milford Track Queenstown and
Abel Tasman Routeburn Otago Lakes
Urewera St James Walkway Rimutaka and

Egmont Kepler Track Haurangi
Mt CookIWestland Great Barrier Island
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