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Marlborough/Nelson Fish and Game
Council (successor to the Acclimatisation
Society) requesting the lifting of refuge
status from Big Lagoon to enable shooting
over it the following winter.

Opposition to this came to a head at a
well-attended public meeting. The
proposal was resisted by Forest and Bird

members on the grounds that the distur-
bance caused by people, dogs and boats
through the area would be very disruptive
to birdlife. Some non-game birds would
be killed or wounded by hunters and an
accumulation of lead shot in the bed of
the lagoons would pose an unacceptable
threat to all wildlife. Local Maori also
opposed any opening of Big Lagoon to
shooters because of the area’s many
ancient burial grounds.

The strength of the opposition led to
continuation of the current status while
DoC agreed to prepare an “issues and
options” report for the lagoons. My view
1s that the whole wetland and its immedi-
ate environs should be formally protected
to provide optimum habitat for the indig-
enous plants and wildlife. Any manage-
ment plan should exclude stock from
access to the lagoons, extend the sewage
outfall beyond the Boulder Bank, and
exclude hunters.

For the time being at least Big Lagoon
remains undisturbed. %

Margaret Peace has been
actively involved in this
conservation issue since first
coming to live in
Marlborough sixteen yeats
ago.
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Nature and wildlife guided tours
or freedom hire in the

MARLBOROUGH SOUNDS
MARITIME PARK

Advanced Bookings Recommended

Te Hoiere Sea Kayaks
Box 33, Port Havelock
Marlborough Sounds
Phone 03 574 2610

FIORDLAND CRESTED
PENGUIN SURVEY

This maybe the worlds rarest
enguin. Join researchers
rom Univ. Canterbury this

August on board the MV

Afj%zity around Stewart Island

as they continue their survey.

For details contact:

Southern Heritage

Expeditions. P.O.Box %2.

Waikari. North Canterbury

Tel: 03 314 4393

New Zealand Native Plants

Learn how to restore and protect our unique natural heritage.

The Open Polytechnic of New Zealand has developed a NZ Native Plants course that will provide you with a valuable resource that
will greatly enhance you and your families appreciation of our native vegetation.

This course will provide you with the practical skills to enable you to propagate and protect your own native plants as well as
encouraging you to participate in the management and preservation of native plants in your own ecological region.

Start your course anytime. Work through at your own pace. You will learn about

& the importance of NZ native plants 4 Dplanting and vegetation

€ ecology of native plants € use of native plants in cultural landscapes
& protection of native plants € oconomic and other aspects

€ growing native plants & reference material and sources

For $75 Study Right or $150 Non-study Right, you'll receive a double box set comprising

e 2 ringbinder folders containing 7 learning units and 1 informaﬁon unit, 570 pages of text,
540 photographs, 65 graphics and 88 woodcuts (by the late John Moore)

e 1 specially designed field notebook
For more information simply

call us free on 0800 650 200 fax (04) 566 5633

or write to The Open Polytechnic of New Zealand, Private Bag 31914, Lower Hutt.
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