
FOREST HERITAGE

agencies, national umbrella organisations,
as well as private landowners can all bid

for assistance.
One of the challenges facing the fund
is to be proactive in identifying opportu-
nities for protecting significant forested
areas, instead of relying on what the mail

bag brings. DoC is considering a proposal
by the fund that reconnaissance-style
accelerated assessments be done of private
forest within each conservancy. These
surveys would be less comprehensive but
faster than those involved in the Protected
Natural Areas programme. D1 Lucas says
they would put the fund’s committee in a
better position to judge the significance of
individual applications.

HE PERFORMANCE of the
Forest Heritage Fund to date in
removing around 48,000 hectares
of forested land from the effects of

grazing by stock and the blades of bull-
dozers and chainsaws has been impressive.
It has faced an extraordinarily difficult
working environment with the Indig-
enous Forest Policy in limbo until the
Forests Amendment Bill was introduced
last July.
By announcing in November 1990
that it would move to control clearfelling
and then doing nothing until mid-1992,
National breathed life into a dying native
timber milling industry and unleashed an

orgy of forest destruction. Logging con-
tractors were quick to approach private
landowners scare-mongering about lost
opportunities for a financial return unless
cutting rights were sold smartly.
The fund’s resources have been
stretched because landowners have based
their asking price on what they would
earn by clearfelling whole blocks for
timber. Under a regime of sustainable
forest management the costs of protection
to the fund would only be the loss of the
sustained yield. The Forests Amendment
Bill purports to establish such a regime.
But at the time of writing, loopholes such
as allowing landowners to appeal to clear

coupes of up to 20 hectares of beech
forest, mean the legislation falls well short.
A comprehensive ban on the export of
sawn native timber, as well as sawlogs and
chips, is also vital. Without it the fund is
effectively competing with overseas inter-
ests in the market for native forests as
timber.
It is unrealistic to expect the fund to be
able to answer all the problems which
exist in protecting our dwindling forest
legacy. When the Resource Management
Bill was being debated, Forest and Bird’s
calls for the Indigenous Forest Policy to
be linked to the Bill were ignored. The
legislation treats water but not native
forests as a public resource. Any indi-
vidual or organisation wanting to dis-
charge into water or take or divert water
froma river or lake requires the consent

The fund purchased 53 hectares of salt marsh

sandspit and bush at Te Matuku Bay, Waiheke
Island. The mixed kauri, tanekaha and kanuka

forest contains some large pohutukawa and a
kowhai stand.
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