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The costs of conservation C-O N-T-E-N-T-S

HEN TIMES ARE TOUGH people stop spending. Now we
have a Government of similar mind. State conservation,

like other Government responsibilities, is vulnerable to fundin <
cuts. ; 8 Articles

Right now many New Zealanders are developing a siege men-
tality; holding out till better times. In the interval, our defence of

e
D

the environment may well involve suffering continued bombard- 10 World Heritage
ment from the advocates of development. So, instead of securing — Preserving the
the future of our forests — and wetlands, high country and oceans <

— conservationists are also spending energy redefending some of miracle

the battle fields of the 1980s. .

It is manifest that, politically, some West Coasters don't appreci- 16 Hauraki Gl_llf
ate the meaning of “stewardship land” managed by the Depart- port dumpmg
ment of Conservation. During a recent series of public meetings,
held by the New Zealand Conservation Authority, to establish 22 Blue duck
local interest in a North West Nelson National Park, politicians .
from west of the main divide spoke often about opening the 27 Kiwi recovery
stewardship lands for development. They chose not to acknowl- underway
edge that such an option no longer exists. When former Forest
Service and Lands and Survey blocks were allocated to the De- 32 Megawatts or

partment of Conservation, they achieved a legal status akin to

conservation reserves. Yet development interests on the West negawatts

Coast still look longingly at the cash potential of those hills, often s :
ignoring the potential income from nature tourism based on the 37 Re““n,g in the
conservation estate. brumbies
One of the criticisms of the Department of Conservation’s
management of such areas as North West Nelson is that the State 42 Insect
is not a good neighbour. Nearby farmers complain, justifiably, of conservation
the risk of tuberculosis infection from possums crowding the
public estate. Yet it is estimated that an effective wild animal 47 Conservation in
control programme would cost more than half the conservation :
budget annually. the capltal
Some have said that if effective control of pests is not made 1 Kaimai' -
shortly, there is some risk that large areas of native forest could 50 'Mr et
be diminished to the status of scrublands within fifteen years. Reg Janes
Such a problem is a national one, transcending conservation
politics.
There appears to be no more public money for conservation just
now. That makes Forest and Bird's task all the more vital. We Departments
need to take a leading role in the debate about the future of public
lands.
Above all, we must continue to defend the idea of conservation 2 Conservation
as a public good, not a cost-accountable resource to be sold off. Update
Without a secure environment we run the risk of destroying the 6 1d h
world for our children. Hard times are not good times to reassess Worldwatc
the value of what the wider community has accepted in recent 6 Birds International
years as socially responsible. ; .
The environment is not a commodity to trade off. The solutions 8 Branc.hmg o
to our present economic dilemmas must lie beyond our invest- 52 Bulletin
ment in the environment of the future. 54 Index
Gordon Ell 56 Officers and Lodges
President

Forest & Bird is published
quarterly by the Royal Forest &
Bird Protection Society of

New Zealand Inc. Head Office:

Society's aims: to protect 172 Taranaki Street, Wellington
New Zealand's native species, Postal Address:

natural ecosystems an P.O. Box 631, Wellington

landscapes and promote an
appreciation of these.

The Royal Forest & Bird
Protection Society is a member

Acting Editors: Kevin Smith and Lisa Rae.

Registered at P.O. Headquarters
Wellington as a magazine.

g,?{',:g?l‘;tg;sclgnfzﬁ&f; s o ?;i:,?g,i"s e 8{ the lntematio?al Union for Design & Production: Creative Services Ltd

> e 2ot e Protection of Nature and T tting: Computype Ltd

ssal eva f the Royal ypesetting: P! -

Eglt'er;etzcg Bi,{,"%,‘;‘lic",‘,on 2:,';%;{5 Pt o Natural Resources (IUCN) and Photoprocess: Colourcraft Reprographics Ltd
the International Council for Printing: Bascands; Christchurch
o Advertising Manager: Jill Wood, Print Advertising,

ISSN 0015-7384 PO Box 3016, Wellington. (04) 801-6187.



