
The marvel
of migration

A
ROUND MARCH and April, birdsmi

grate from New Zealand to far away
destinations such as the Arctic, or closer
ports of call such as Australia. Migration also
occurs within New Zealand as birds such as
the black stilt and wrybill leave their South
Island breeding areas for northern wintering

over grounds.
Despite our increasing knowledge about
destinations, routes and reasons for migra-
tion, the mystery still remains: how does a
bird find its way to its destination, perhaps
halfway around the world? Although re-
searchers know birds use the sun, stars and

the Earth’s magnetic field to set a compass
course, their capacity for true navigation has
yet to be explained.
Some bird migrations are fantastic feats of
endurance. Perhaps the greatest of all mi-
grants is the arctic tern which will fly from the
Arctic to Antarctica (more than 15,000 km)
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