"HE JUNE CASE of the “keanappers”
proves just how vulnerable some of
our native birds are. Kea are particularly
at risk for the very reason that humans
enjoy them — their engaging curiosity.

Parrots are especially under threat, as
we pointed out in this magazine in Feb-
ruary. It is estimated that a third of parrot
species (103) are in sufficiently low num-
bers to cause concern, with a further 77
in grave danger of extinction. Poachers
are hastening parrot species towards ex-
tinction: in 1986, 600,000 were traded
worldwide, but only 20 percent reached
their destination alive.

The kea poaching case demonstrates
that the Department of Conservation
must be adequately funded to counter
this destructive trade; furthermore, fines
must be increased to match those in
Australia, where a person faces a maxi-
mum of $100,000 fine and up to five
years in prison.
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DoC conservation officer Stu Moore holding
one of the kea rescued from bird poachers.
It was later released into the wild.
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many localities on the main islands of New
Zealand.

Conservation is not just a question of
endangered species. New Zealand has many
species that are still locally common but
whose populations are small and isolated. In
the face of continuing habitat loss and habitat
modification, their future is uncertain. The
endangered kakapo and kaka grab our atten-
tion and resources, while kea and parakeets
may be sliding downhill to join them.

Long may the tranquility of the South
Island mountains be shattered by the raucous
screams of kea. #

If you see banded kea please record loca-
tion, date and colour combinations. Take
care to note which leg each band is on and
whether the coloured bands are above or
below the metal or other colour bands. If
you can read the number on the metal band
this is even better. Please send sightings to
Kerry Wilson, Entomology Department, Lin-
coln University, Canterbury.

[ wish to thank the staff at Mt Cook, Arthur’s
Pass and Craigieburn for the help they have
given. Thanks to all the people who have
helped band kea or reported sightings of ban-
ded birds. Rowan Emberson, Marnie Barrell
and Ria Brejaart kindly commented on this
manuscript. This research has been funded
by the Lincoln University Research Fund and
the Department of Conservation.

Kerry-Jayne Wilson is a lecturer in ecology at
Lincoln University. She is well known for her
work on seals, carried out in the 1970s.
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EFFICIENT LAMPS

Help the environment - and your power bill!

You've heard all about them... now they are available —
energy saving, ultra longlife light bulbs. Two sizes are offered
—an 11 watt 161mm long) lamp (equivalent light output to a
normal incandescent bulb of 60 watts), and a 20 watt (210mm
long) watt lamp (equivalent light output to 100 watt
incandescent bulb). Just compare these costs:

If all New Zealand homes used energy efficient lamps,
power needs would be reduced by 200GWh, or % the coal
used by Meremere power station.

e Energy efficient lamps are most effective in areas where

lighting is most used, eg kitchen, living room, hall and
outside courtesy light. No need for frequent changes —
ideal for the elderly and for in those inaccesible areas.

Flicker free, run cooler than incandescent bulbs.

These lamps have been ordered in bulk direct from a leading
European manufacturer. We are selling them at below trade
price. A limited number have been pre-ordered and are available
immediately, otherwise allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

Energy Incandescent

Efficient Lamp Lamp
Power Use (watts) 20 100
Life (hours) 8000-10,000 1000
Power cost for 8000
hours at 10c per unit $16 $80

A saving of
$64!

Post to Energy Management Services, PO Box 3195, Wellington.

Please send me

11 watt energy efficient lamps (equiv 60

watt bulb) @ $45.00 each.

Please send me

20 watt energy efficient lamps (equiv 100

watt bulb) @ $45.00.

Post and packaging $3.50 per order.
Less discount of $3.00 per lamp for orders of three and more lamps.
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