
Nevertheless it needs to be emphasised
that, by western standards, Costa Rica is a
poor country, where the setting aside of land
for nature conservation means deprivation in
the short term for the majority of the people
who depend on agriculture. Western societies
who deplore the loss of tropical ecosystems
should be prepared to reduce their own high
demands on the earth’s resources, as well as
donating some of their wealth and expertise
for conservation projects in "Southern"
countries. yf
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