Map of the proposed Pollen Island marine
reserve. Fernbirds and banded rails should
continue to survive near the heart of Auckland
city once Pollen Island becomes a marine reserve.

veloped the harbour with a missionary zeal.
Even the Auckland public looked on in disbe-
lief when the Harbour Board proposed a
container port for Pollen Island. The port
would need a large reclamation, a massive
dredging scheme to turn mudflats into a ship-
ping canal and factory relocation and further
reclamations to get a railway linkage.

The Harbour Board later persuaded the
Auckland Regional Authority to incorporate
the container port plan into the Auckland Re-
gional Planning Scheme. From that point on
the container port myth was perpetuated in
other planning schemes and led to the Minis-
ter of Transport, Bill Jefferies, giving Pollen
Island away to the new Auckland Port Com-
pany in October 1988.

But in its wisdom the ARA also recognised
the nationally-important biological and land-
scape values of Pollen Island and recommend-
ed that it be given permanent protection.
Forest and Bird has now nominated the ma-
rine system around Pollen Island as a marine
reserve. This would finally give permanent
protection to this vestige of the Waitemata
that has survived 10 millenia and deserves a
chance to survive without further modifica-
tion at least as long again. #
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One Season Special
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p G (Retail $625)

For Forest & Bird Protection
Society Members only.

Write now for full colour brochure
and details of special offer.

" 5 Days You'll Never Forget!

“One of the greatest glories of
the central North Island is its
rainforests, in their scenic and
botanic splendour, of which
Whirinaki is perhaps supreme.
In recent years they have
become the prize in a hard-
fought conservation battle.
When we did the book
‘Whirinaki — To Save a Forest’
an important message was that
everyone should be let into
these forests, which facilities
for everyone to get there and
enjoy in moderate comfort.
One day is certainly not
enough. The right vista will
only come from walking
through the forest, spending a couple of nights and being given
some expert guidance as part of the outdoor experience. Mohaka
Development Company has, I believe, a really worthwhile vision
of what Whirinaki may mean to tourism. To be able to trek
through the forest in this way will be an enrichment to the lives
of New Zealanders and overseas visitors. In approaching this
concept in a responsible way, with foresight and past experience
of tourist development, Mohaka has my support and
encouragement.”

Professor John Morton, QSO, D.Sc., Ph.D., FRSNZ (Hon)., FLS,
former Professor of Zoology at Auckland University.
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