Dear Sir
I believe I was the anonymous
but “keen enthusiast within the
old Lands and Survey Depart-
ment” whose actions in the
1960s resulted in some geologi-
cal reserves in Southland (Bruce
Hayward'’s article in the August
‘89 journal). I was acting with
advice from DSIR Geological
Survey officers whose names
I can't recall now, regrettably.
The Te Anau Scientific Re-
serve is one of the areas Bruce
refers to. The process of getting
it established holds a memory
which is still a very vivid one in
a 26-year career in conserva-
tion. The memory is of walking
into the field officers’ room in
the Lands and Survey Inver-
cargill office one day and saying
I wanted some land from a farm
settlement to preserve erratic
boulders. The reaction was dis-
believing laughter and ridicule.
Life was tough for the would-be
environmentalist in the
mid-1960s! Anyhow, it's good to
see the rest of New Zealand
catching up with Southland in
protecting important geological
sites. Congratulations, Bruce, for
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reminding us so well of this
heritage at risk.

Wayne Devine, Wellington

Dear Sir

I was very pleased to receive
my August issue of your maga-
zine in the mail today. However I
was most distressed to see this
magazine covered in clear plas-
tic wrapping.
Why does an organisation that
proclaims itself as having a
“conservation ethic” waste
money, energy and resources
wrapping its publications in
something as environmentally
unsound as plastic? It seems to
me to be a poor example to set.
Can't we change it?

John Coppal, Christchurch

The magazine is in fact
wrapped in cellophane, not
plastic. However, there have
been problems with the dura-
bility of the cellophane and it is
15 percent more expensive
than plastic. We are looking at
the option of returning to
manilla envelopes. Ed.
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in the wild because of
changing or disappearing
habitats. This guide
describes over 95 extinct,

taxa from the entire New
Zealand botanical region.
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Threatened plants

One out of ten New Zealand
plants is at risk of extinction

endangered, and vulnerable

Mail order price: $39.95
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A sense of ‘being there'...

UNTOUCHED HORIZONS

Photographs from the
South Island Wilderness

—— NIC BISHOP ——

UNTOUCHED
HORIZONS

i;holographs from the
South Island Wilderness

A stunning pictorial journey which explores the full
spectrum and scale of nature's moods and subjects.
Author and photographer Nic Bishop has spent many
years travelling on foot through untouched regions.

His book is a celebration of our most precious heritage -
the wilderness areas of the South Island.

avaiabie from (Bockseflers) Hodder & Stoughton
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