
Tribunal has recommended in favour. The
Government does not, however, have the
power to water down any conditions and
safeguards attached to a Tribunal recom-
mendation. Unfortunately the Tribunal op-
erates under a law whose object is to
facilitate the development of mineral re-
sources.

Power to say no
Nonetheless, the Government retains a
broad reserve power to say no, a power
which might rarely be used but remains im-
portant.
The Minister of Conservation also has the
power to consent or refuse a mining privi-
lege on lands controlled by the Department
of Conservation. The department has re-
cently published guidelines for mining and
prospecting which represent a brave effort
to ensure such activities do not compro-
mise the value of its lands. Submissions on
the proposed guidelines are due with the
department on 30 March. There can be little
doubt that the present Minister will be con-
scientious in the exercise of her responsibil-
ities, but conservationists worry about what
could happen in future. With the wrong sort
ofMinister and a continued lack of legal
protection for national parks and conserva-
tion parks, the guidelines could be pushed

over like a card house. What is really
needed is for these prime natural areas to
be exempted by law from mining.
The conflict between the mining industry
and our great conservation parks like
Northwest Nelson and Coromandel is a
prime example of the difficulty of applying a
more market approach to such matters. The
very high value of some gold deposits can
readily be expressed in money terms. Min-
ing companies can aggressively demand
that those money values must be weighted
against the values of park lands and water
which, on the face of it, seem to have little
tradeable value. Yet most New Zealanders
would be in no doubt about the intangible
values which these areas have for the pro-
tection of native forest and for public enjoy-
ment — the purpose for which they were
set aside in the first place.

Closed to mining
Decisions about mining in such areas ob-
viously cannot be left to market mecha-
nisms. Nor can they be left to Planning
Tribunals to adjudicate, unless we are pre-
pared to abandon the non-political, judicial
character of the Tribunal. One solution is to
take a collective decision as a nation that
our national parks, conservation parks and
reserves will actually be closed to mining. It

is a great credit to the conservation spirit of
New Zealanders that nine out of every ten
people approached are willing to sign a pe-tition calling for just that solution.
More than 80 percent of New Zealand's
land area would in any event remain open
to mining, and here there is some greater
scope for using market mechanisms. For
example, the rights of landowners to undis-
turbed enjoyment of their land can be rein-
forced by removing the override provisions
in the Mining Act and thereby leaving the
winning of landowner consents to the mar-
ket. The payment of substantial bonds by
mining companies and the extension of lia-
bility for mines and tailings dumps long
after they have ceased operation can pro-
vide powerful market incentives for good
environmental management by the mining
industry. Conservationists would not stand
in the way of reasonable measures to re-
duce administrative procedures and delays,
but we feel the Planning Act should apply to
mining on private land, just as it does to
other industries.
In the end, however, an adequate reform
of New Zealand's mining laws must accept
that some areas of New Zealand should
never be mined, and accordingly, that the
minerals in those areas should be left in the
ground. 4

The Wharepapa
Declaration

Petition to Parliament
on Mining

We the undersigned wish to see the
laws relating to the mining of min-
erals and coal reformed to include
these principles:
LANDOWNERS’ RIGHTS: The consent
of the landowner and occupier
should be required before prospect-
ing or mining can take place.
PROTECTED LANDS: National parks,
reserves and specially protected areas
should be closed to mining.
PLANNING: On all private lands, a
planning consent should be required
before a mine can be opened up.
GOVERNMENT: The Crown should
continue to own its minerals. It
should retain its existing powers to
decide whether its minerals should
be prospected and mined, subject to
landowner and planning consents. It
should uphold the principles of the
Treaty of Waitangi in relation to min-
ing.

EQUITY: The Crown should charge a
royalty for the use of the minerals it
owns. And it should make mining
companies pay tax according to the
same rules as other companies.
Petition forms are available from the
Native Forests Action Council, PO Box
756, Nelson.


