New Telephone
Lines

Head Office now has three main
lines all on the one number —
(04) 728-154. All members please
take note.

In the Rainforest
Anyone whose interest was stimu-
lated in the excellent book In the
Rainforest by Catherine Caufield
(reviewed in our November 1986
magazine) will be pleased to know
it can be bought in paperback (Pi-
cador) for $13.95. This is some-
what of a reduction on the
hardback price.

Queen Elizabeth II
Scholarships 1986

The Society has granted a total of
$4,000 to five post-graduate stu-
dents to help them with their ex-
penses in researching
conservation projects.

Sean Weaver and Ian Mc-
Donald are studying species re-
generation after native logging in
Fiji, and the dynamics of species
in unlogged forest. These studies
are particularly topical as the So-
ciety moves into conservation in
the South Pacific.

Andrew Young is researching
the effects of breaking up large
areas of continuous lowland forest
into small, scattered fragments.
This work should make a signifi-
cant contribution to our practical
knowledge of how best to con-
serve lowland remnant habitats.

David Allen, in preparing his
thesis for his Masters degree, is
studying the behaviour of the
whitehead in order to provide a
greater understanding of the bird'’s
management. He will be working
on Little Barrier Island; the schol-
arship will help with travel costs.

Terry Green, also working on
Little Barrier Island, is studying
the ecology of the red and yellow
crowned parakeets. Although the
populations in the wild are not in
immediate danger, their numbers
are small and their range re-
stricted.

The Royal Forest and
Bird Protection Society

The Best
Bequest

The best bequest

Give your children and grand-
children the best bequest of
them all: the preservation of
New Zealand’s native plants
and animals.

Bequests to the Society are
one 0(} the best methods of sup-

rt it has had. Now, to make
1t easy to find out how to give a
donation or gift in your will,
the Society has prepared a
clear and concise pamphlet.
Write to the Secretary, RF & BPS,
PO Box 631, for your free copy.
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TIM ROUND'S 1987
ADVENTURES

On the Trans Siberian railway,
““Round Europe” and India.
Special September 27 day tour of
USA NATIONAL PARKS
Details from your Travel Agent
or write to
TIM ROUND TOURS
Box 2434, Wellington.
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Includes:
@® We carry your pack
® Meals provided

before and after the walk

Freedom trampers —

we service Totaranui
For further details and colour
brochure contact

John Wilson

Greentree Rd,
Motueka, RD3, Nelson

® Our own private accommodation at Torrent Bay
® We arrange motel accommodation

® Courtesy coach to and from Motueka

ABELTASMAN
TRAMPERS NATIONAL PARK
GUIDED WALKS AND LAUNCH SERVICE
4-Day Guided Walk $425 (Adult)

Ex-Kaiteriteri

Please specify the date you are
interested in taking the walk.

Ph 87-801 Motueka

Joint Campaign
Easter Gathering

This year’s Easter Gathering (April
17-20) is to be held in the sceni-
cally spectacular Glacier Region of
South Westland. There you will
have the chance to view the great
kahikatea forests, fur seals, pen-
guins and many other natural
wonders that we want to see pro-
tected as a World Heritage site for
the South-West of New Zealand.
Book now as the Easter Gathering
is always very popular. Write to
PO Box 756 Nelson for details.

Erratum

Biologists, some unkind people
have said, are those who cannot
handle the mathematics of other
scientific disciplines. Well, it looks
as though I have added fuel for
their points of view.

Astute readers of ““Native bird
management” in the November is-
sue of Forest & Bird will have no-
ticed that, in the script alongside
the graph showing the number of
native bird species in forests of dif-
ferent size (page 9), I refer to Lit-
tle Barrier Island as being
30,000ha in size. In fact, Little
Barrier Island is 3,000ha, not
30,000.

When [ wrote the article, the fig-
ure of 30,000ha was firmly in my
mind. It led me to draw the con-
clusion that, for North Island ko-
kako, there are no single tracts of
forest remaining in which they are
likely to survive long-term. That
remark should now be qualified,
and the emphasised sentence in
the first paragraph of page 8
should read “‘For North Island ko-
rafko, there may be no such areas

i,

I use the words “‘may be’’ delib-
erately. Present forest tracts like
Pureora (24,000ha) and Whareo-
rino (30,000ha) are large enough
to sustain kokako on the evidence
of island biogeographic studies.
However, the presence and effects
of introduced competing animals
are enough to suggest that the
minimum area required to sustain
kokako long-term is much larger
than island biogeographic studies
predict. One simply cannot be
confident that remaining North Is-
land forests are large enough.

Apart from this point, my con-
version error does not impinge
upon other statements within the
article. I hope that readers will ac-
cept my apology with a knowing
smile and a tut! tut! and further
ponder the questions my article
sought to raise.

Murray Williams,
Wildlife Scientist

SUE'S OVERLAND
EXPEDITIONS (FIJI)

Treks or raft trips in Fijian
Highlands.

Experience Fijian flora & fauna
with efficient, friendly local
guides.

Contact: S. Tavanavanua
PO Box 2185
Government
Buildings
Suva, FIJI.

Discover the great

southern forests

This summer our West Coast con-
servation officer Kevin Smith will
be leading three superb week-long
natural history field trips organ-
ised specially for North Island
people. These non-profit-making
trips are being offered by Forest &
Bird to show people the wonders
of South Westland's untouched ka-
hikatea forests, flax swamps, sea
coast seals and penguins and seek
your support to protect them.

Tour costs of approximately
$500 from Wellington and $650
from Auckland include return air
travel to Hokitika, tour coach, mo-
tel and lodge accommodation, all
meals and expert guides.

Tour 1 2- 7 March
Tour 2 9-14 March

Numbers are strictly limited to a
maximum of 30 for each tour so
please write urgently to Kevin
Smith, Royal Forest & Bird Protec-
tion Society, Box 57, Hari Hari,
South Westland. Phone 33 090.

Great Barrier Island Safari

6 day full escorted tour, includes
cruise, 2 days bushwalking visiting
kauri dams, Mt Hobson and unspoilt
native bush.

We provide transport, a guide and
carry your pack while you enjoy the
native bush and beaches. At the
end of the day good guesthouse
accommodation, hot showers,
seafood dinners, wine and more.

Cost $530 inc GST. Auckland to
Auckland. Write Safari Travel, C/-
PO Tryphena, Gt Barrier Island, or

ph Tryphena 22H evenings.

SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND &
N.S.W. NATIONAL PARKS
TOURS
April & October/
November 1987
22 day bushwalking/nature tours
Motel accommodation DBB
Approx. $2,650 Auckland return

Optional extra October: Tree & Bird
Week, O'Reillys, Lamington N.P.

A proven tour by Australian specialists
who take the hassle out of travel.
Enquiries:

Hugh and Nerma McKay
21 Macfarlane St.,

\ Hamilton.

UREWERA LODGE
Lake Aniwhenua
Galatea

(1hr Rotorua, Ohope Beach, hot-
oolsg
* Comfortable self-contained
cottage
* Private lake-side grounds
* Peaceful setting
* Bird watching — marsh, lake,
bush
* Boats, canoes for hire
* Tramping — Urewera National
Park
Whirinaki Forest
* Trout fishing — lake, rivers

For leaflet and bookings contact
Joy & Brian Maskell, Araroa
Homestead
RD 1 Murupara. Tel: Galatea
(07 364) 556

30

Forest & Bird



