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TRIBUTE TO A CONSERVATION
CAMPAIGNER
DR LANCE McCASKILL OBITUARY

On 8 August, our Society lost a
distinguished life member and
an outstanding conservationist
when Lance McCaskill, aged 85
died in Christchurch. He had a
long remarkable career in
education, agriculture, high
country and soil conservation
management and in_ recent
years as a_ prolific natural

history writer. His booklets on
New Zealand’s scenic reserves
and on Molesworth station, soil
conservation and wilderness are
well known. A founder member
of Forest and Bird, he recently
recalled that the origins of the
Society followed heated discus-
sions conducted along the Well-
ington waterfront!
From the 1920s onwards
Lance actively promoted the
appreciation and planting ofnative plants, particularly
through his work in schools and
universities. To commemorate
the NZ Centennial in 1940 he
helped organise a scheme to
establish native plants
throughout our schools. He also
played a pioneering role in soil
conservation work — especially
in the South Island high
country.
Lance McCaskill was a com-
mitted and determined nature
conservationist. He was always
prepared to argue persuasively
for conservation — whether in
1958 to convince West Coast
local bodies that they should
establish a National Park to
commemorate Westland’s
Centennial; to preserve and

protect his beloved and rare
Castle Hill buttercup or in his
battles to stop an ecologically
disastrous road_ realignment
over the summit of Arthurs
Pass. His determination and
enthusiasm usually won
through, particularly because of
his talent for linking conserva-
tion principles to practical
actions.
In recent years, Lance main-
tained his close interest in our
Society. He strongly supported
our efforts to add the lowland
forests of Okarito, Punakaiki
and Waitutu to the National
Park system he campaigned so
hard to establish. He was
delighted when we_ recently

began major efforts to protect
natural areas in the South
Island high country. I’m sure
he would be equally delighted to
hear that at last we are to have a
nature conservation depart-
ment.
Lance McCaskill’s death is a
sad loss to our Society but we
plan to remember his conserva-
tion efforts by establishing a
McCaskill Trust, to fund fur-
ther conservation work,
especially by young people.
These I remember, with the
wind that blows
Forever pure down from the
tussock ranges,
And these remain, like the
everlasting snows,
Changeless in me while my life
changes,
These and a thousand things
that prove,
You rooted like a tree in the
land’s love.
James K_ Baxter ‘‘To my
Father’’
G. D. McSweeney

Lance McCaskill in his natural
environment — the Castle Hill
Nature Reserve. This photo was
taken in November 1983.

BUSH WALKS
AND BILLY TEA
Guided walks within
Fiordland National
Park.
Small groups:
Experienced leader
with strong interest in
alpine botany.
Write to

Pat Craw
7 Matai St
Te Anau.
Phone 7385 Te Anau

The Best Legacy
Give your children and

grand children the best be-
quest of them all: the preser-
vation of New Zealand's
native plants and animals:
Bequests to the Society
are one of the best methods
of support it has had: Now,
to make it easy to find out
how to give a donation of gift
in your will, the Society has
prepared a clear and con-
cise pamphlet: Write to the
Secretary, RF & BPS, PO
Box 631,, Wellington.

SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND
NS.W: NATIONAL
PARKS TOUR
1986

23 days bushwalking, flora and
fauna:
A tour for all age groups walks
to suit all physical capabilities
and interests_
Motel accommodation 5Z D B B
basis.
D e p artin g A pril and Oc

tober/November 1986 or by ar-
rangement to suit a group_
A pprox 1 m ate cost: 82,500
Auckland return_

Participate in a proven tour with

experienced operators:
Enquiries to:
Hugh and Norma McKay
21 Macfarlane St,, Hamilton
or A TA. Travel
P 0. Box 453, Hamilton.

Montrose Lodge'
Western Bay of
Plenty:

A comfortable seaside unit
for adult members. Suit 2-4

persons: Available between
March 20th and December
20th: with exception of
Easter and Term holidays.
Absolutely everything sup-
plied except food rations.
interesting birdlife and ex-
cellent bush walks , close to
Coromandel coast. Mild
climate.

S20 per night double
S12 per night single
25 % deposit with each
booking:

ANIMALS NOT PERMITTED.

Telephone 491175

Tauranga, or write cl
M. MacDiarmid, RD.

1. Katikati

CASSOWARY
HOUSE
TROPICAL

QUEENSLAND
Set in the rainforest; 1000'
a b 0 V e C a i r n S 0 U r

guesthouse is in a good
position to explore this
beautiful area: Excellent ac-
commodation and food,
with guiding if required, for
up to 6 guests.
Self-contained cabin also
available S25/night.
John Squire (ex O.S.NZ)
Box 252, Kuranda 4872.
Tel: 070 937318.

NATURE
HOLIDAYS

Geology of the Southern Alps, 8 days,
departs Christchurch 12 and 21 January
1986. Otago andStewart Island wildlife;
8 days, departs Christchurch; 3 January
1986 and March 1986. Small groups;
expert guides: For information write,
Pagodroma Nature Expeditions, P.o_
Box 21079, Christchurch:

DANTREE

WHERETHE RANTOREST
MEETS THE REFP

OUR LAST PARADISE AT RISK

Daintree
Where the Rainforest
Meets the Reef

A conservation classic with
stunning photography by
three of Australia' sleading
p hoto g raphers _ this
256-page book documents
the fight for one of the last
great rainforests. Can be
ordered direct from:
Australian Conservation
Foundation, 672B Glenfer-
rie Rd, HAWTHORN , VIC ,
3122 , AUSTRALIA_
Price SA24.95 plus SA4
postage.


