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and Bird believes that the intrusion of a
huge port in the centre of Fiordland would
destroy the integrity of one of the world’s finestnational parks. The natural values of the area,
exampled by this photo of sub-alpine beech
forest, would be grossly undermined.
Photo: Brian Enting

assertion and counter-assertion from op-
posers and backers of the scheme.
Oneof the most vocal opponents is Les
Hutchins, managing director of
Fiordland Travel, and a member of the
National Parks and Reserves Authority,the Guardians of Lakes Manapouri and
Te Anau, and the Deep Cove Hostel
Committee.
‘IT don’t think anybody has said they
don’t want water exports. But surely
there is an alternative to Deep Cove,’’ he
says.
In fact, there are a number of options
which Hutchins believes should be in-
vestigated. There are an abundance of
sites in the Fiordland region which would
not pose the same threat to the integrity
of the National Park that the Deep Cove
proposal would. Furthermore, there are
alternative sites elsewhere in New
Zealand which could be considered.

At present the Ministry ofWorks is in-
vestigating a number of alternatives to
the Deep Cove site; a report on this
should be released shortly.

Hotly disputed by some Southlanders
is ‘‘evidence’’ gathered by Triune that
the people of Manapouri and Te Anau
are in favour of the scheme. In fact, the
Fiordland branch of the Travel Associa-
tion has drawn attention to the dangers of
a major port to the growing tourist in-
dustry in the region. At present it is
estimated that tourists bring in approx-
imately $40 million annually to the
region, with this rising to $80 million by
the year 2000. This represents about 900
new jobs in the tourist industry.

Meanwhile, Triune will have to over-
come possibly its biggest public relations
headache when and if it becomes known
overseas that the power station workers’
toilets discharge into the Deep Cove
tailrace (as reported in the Commission
for the Environment’s audit). While the
pollution is infinitesimal relative to the
amount of water pouring out of the
tailrace, Triune’s advertising could well
look over-inflated once the truth is out
(‘"The last of the globe’s uncontaminated
snow and rain is caught by the Southern
Alps, filtered through the many moun-
tain tarns and waterfalls of Fiordland Na-
tional Park, and decanted in the pro-
tected environs of Lakes Manapouri and
Te Anau.’’)
At the time of writing, Triune were
predicting that the first shipment would
be heading for its destination in June of
this year. Like many of its predictions,
however, this is another which is certain
to be over-optimistic. oe
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Photographer Geoff Moon makes bird-
watching easy with this large format
guide. Lively text by Gordon ElI
introduces bird habits, migration, how to
find and watch them. More than 50
colour plates, 96pp.
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ON THE MILFORD TRACK by
Rosalind Harker.
Delightful family adventure "keeping
house" for 1000s of tourists on the great
walk; plus track guide and history. Maps,
many pictures, inc. colour. Handy
216mm X 136mm limpbound.
Recommended price S10.95
Members S9.95
Please send cheque with order to:
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Nature Books
P.O. Box 32-037 Devonport;
Auckland 9.

NEW FROM GEOFF MOON
The White-Faced Heron and The Kingfisher
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These are the first two titles in a new series where Geoff Moon, through his stunning
full colour photographs, shows the full life cycle and habits of birds easily spotted around
the country. Sandra Morris' complementary text is both clear and informative. Available
from your bookseller now at S11.95 each.
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