established a fund to be used to
fight local ‘bush  fires
regardless of land tenure or
responsibility. It is hoped that
intensive activity (monsoon
buckets and the like) at an early
stage may short-circuit a fire.

The East Harbour Environ-
mental Association has set up
a list of observers who will
monitor or control renewed
activity after a fire or call for
reinforcements. Radio tele-
phones are available.

Strips of land along road-
sides have been cleared of
gorse and planted with non-
burning vegetation such as
karaka, flax, taupata, and
agapanthas.

Tree lucerne seed is to be
spread on burnt ground. Other

areas studied which have a
cover of tree lucerne have no
gorse and have good regenera-
tion of natives underneath.
Tree lucerne was chosen
because it is fast growing, non-
burning, leguminous, short
lived, and attractive to seed-
dispersing wood pigeons.

Further work needed

The recovery of areas in
native plants would be aided
by:
® Public recognition of the

importance of regenerating

forest ‘‘scrub’ to allow
high technology methods to
be used at an early stage.

® The provision of legislation
to..ensure - a decrease ‘in
uncontrolled burn-offs.

@ Scientific studies on the best
way to regenerate native
forest after fire instead of
using gorse as a nursery.
The information published
in the Revegetation Manual
by the Queen Elizabeth II
National Trust is an import-
ant start in these studies.

® The use of infra-red detec-
tion systems to show the
presence of hot-spot activity.

The ideas adopted <« by
Eastbourne are given here in
the hope that they will be of
use in other localities. The
problems raised need resolving
and the information so gained
would need to be available to
councils and the like.

This surely is a matter in
which the Society could play a
part. ]
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PLEASE FORWARD
YOUR FREE BROCHURE:
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HOLLYFORD TOURIST &  APPROX DATE INTERESTED

TRAVEL CoLID

HOLLYFORD VALLEY
WALK

THE TONIC OF THE
WILDERNESS

Sick of city living? Take a tonic. Enjoy from 3 to
5 days of walking and jet boating in the beautiful
remote Hollyford Valley, Fiordland National

See unspoiled scenery, seal colony, glow
worms, penguins and historic Martin’s Bay. Go
fishing, swimming and generally enjoy the
organised freedom, comfortable cabins, good
company and friendly service.

Give yourself some of the best medicine in

ENQUIRE NOW
AT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT
OR POS[  THIS COUPON

Ideal for posting overseas

Lower Hutt Branch has T shirts
available in the following colours:

Blue, green, yellow, gold, white,

and blue.
Prices

6- 8years $7.00
10-14 years $7.50
S(36in.),M(@38in.),L(40in.) $8.00
X $8.50
XXL $8.50

This includes postage.

When ordering,
second choice, and make cheques
out to Royal
Society.

Orders from:

Alison Balmforth,
294 Dowse Drive,
Lower Hutt.

T SHIRTS

please give a

Forest and Bird




