
Fast Growth of New Zealand Timber-Trees.
(By the late Sir David Hutchins.)

Forestry in New Zealand has been misjudged by
the entirely erroneous idea that the New Zealand
native timber-trees grow more slowly than ordinary
timber-trees of other countries. I find that most
of the timber-trees of New Zealand grow faster
than the timber-trees of Europe and America—

rimu and kauri, the two chief timbers, decidedly
faster.

According to published returns, New Zealand
timber-trees grow some 50 per cent, faster than
two of the chief native timber-trees of South
Africa. Nearly all the American timbers grow
rather slower than kauri and rimu, some much
slower.

The mistake regarding the growth of New
Zealand trees has arisen from two causes—(1)
Comparing trees such as kauri, rimu, and totara,
of the dense evergreen forest, which generally grow
badly out of the forest, with certain quick-growing
exotics—Insignis pine, eucalyptus, and wattles—of
the open forest, which grow well in the open, and
which have been picked for rapid growth in coun-
tries with much larger forest floras than that of
New Zealand.

(2) It has been assumed that the profitable cut-
ting-maturity of New Zealand trees is that at which
they are now felled. In the Forest Commission’s
Report of 1913 is given a cross-section of a totara
tree 8 ft. in diameter, and a diagram showing that,
from a computation of the rings, it is 416 years old.

The conclusion intended to be
drawn is that it takes 416 years for
a totara to mature.

This is very misleading. Thus
the Californian redwood in virgin
forest lives from 1,300 to 1,750
years ; but the most profitable cut-
ting-age is fifty to eigthy years.
Douglas fir lives 450 to 750 years in
virgin forest, while in English plan-
tations it is cut at forty years.

Tranquility.

Appeal for Bequests
Is there any cause more worthy of

bequests by public-spirited citizens, than
the objectives of the Forest and Bird
Protection Society, which is working
wholly and solely for the welfare of New
Zealand? Here is a suggested form of
bequest:—

“I give and bequeath the sum of
to the Forest and

Bird Protection Society (Incorporated)
and I declare that the receipt of the
Treasurer for the time being of the said
Society shall be a complete discharge to
my executors for the legacy hereby given
to such Society.”

The record of the Society, the personnel
of its membership and Executive are a
good guarantee that the best possible use
will be made of such bequests.

Call for Sanctuaries
The Society would also welcome

the responsibility of administering
suitable sanctuaries for land or sea
birds, provided that a small annuity
is added for the payment of a care-
taker. Such sanctuaries could be
named after the donor, and would
thus be a perpetuation of his name
as a saviour of New Zealand’s forest
and bird life. It is suggested that
such sanctuaries should be admini-
stered in a manner to ensure their
return to the original natural con-
ditions as nearly as possible; to
prevent the destruction of native
carnivora, except upon the recom-
mendation of recognized authorities
on wild life conservation; to elimi-
nate all exotics to the utmost extent.
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