
BIRD MONTH.

Everybody Can Help.

Viewing the whole as a whole New Zealand may be looked
upon, from a bird point of view, with the same idea as a pastor-
alist looks upon his holding. He knows that the limit of his
carrying capacity is the number of stock which can be success-
fully wintered. So he supplements the natural available food
supply by growing turnips, etc., in order that he may make full
use of the plentitude of food in the coming spring. So it is with
birds and most creatures.

The available winter food
supply is the deciding factor
in giving us a sufficient num-
ber of birds to combat the
prolific spring breeding of
harmful insects which, in-
creasing at a much more rapid
rate than birds, annually cause
grave losses. Therefore, let
us double the excellent orts
which many have made in the
past, thus helping more birds
to live through the hard
times' of winter. Enough
waste of food daily takes
place to feed hosts of birds,
and by feeding the birds we
can prevent them from eating
that which we do not wish
them to, such as our early
peas, etc., because they are
usually driven by sheer neces-
sity to such sources of food
which at other times are un-
palatable. Beef suet, heavily
sweetened porridge and milk, cooked potatoes, nay; almost any
refuse, will be consumed by most birds when hungry, including
tuis and bellbirds. It has, moreover, been fully determined by
skilled observers that well-fed birds can easily avoid their
enemies if cover is handy, because they are alert and have the
dash and speed to seek the safety which the cover affords.

In these facts, by the way, lies the panacea for the preserva-
tion of our fast disappearing waterfowl. They need cover in

MARSH RAIL ON NEST.
This bird is also known as the Banded

Rail.
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