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provide tor a severe checking of practices which do not give
the wild birds a fair chance of survival.

Maoris of olden times had a good understanding of “game
cropping.” - Birds which they desired to take for food they killed
quickly. They wounded none, and they were careful to avoid
excessive killing. Danger of extermination of birds did not
come until Europeans arrived with their weapons and their lack
of Commonsense for the conservation of game.

Working for that “game crop,” Federal and State authorities
of the U.S.A. and public-spirited private owners of estates have
established many permanent sanctuaries where the birds will
have suitable cover. That good example should be followed in
New Zealand by folk who desire the survival of game birds.

GERMAN OWLS.

The position so far as the German Owl menace is concerned
is that the N.Z. Native Bird Protection Society has offered to
contribute towards the paying of a bounty or towards the cost
of other methods of lessening the destruction caused by this
virile pest, and suggests that the Department of Internal Affairs
and those Acclimatisation Societies which were responsible for
the introduction of the owl should contribute towards the cost, as
it is quite beyond the means at the disposal of the Bird Society
to carry the whole burden. These two Societies responsible
have, however, declined to participate. The offer so far as the
Bird Society is concerned means that as our trust funds are ear-
marked for certain special work, which does not include the
paying of a bounty for the destruction of pests, they have to
find the money from sums honorarily contributed for other pur-
poses, and this is in order to offset the mischief done by those
Acclimatisation Societies which were the main agents in import-
ing the pest. When it is considered that the gross income of
Acclimatisation Societies is more than 20 times that of the Bird
Society, it will be considered that the offer to participate in the
paying of this bounty is an exceedingly generous one.


