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heap of snowy feathers, whilst in silence the party gazed
down upon him and a feeling of rage and disgust threatened to
choke them.

In each one’s mind the question arose: “Why must some
men express their feeling of happiness by taking life?”

It was not as if the little bird had been killed for some
purpose. For he was valueless as food; only a little sea-bird
not worth the shot that had slain him. Yet whose value was
greater than the murderer realised.

For there were those whose happiness had been enhanced
by his beauty; whilst who can estimate the value he was to his
Creator, or the little ternlets who waited in vain for his return.

Silently the party turned and left the spot. For them the
place was haunted. Where was the feeling of peace and good-
will they had experienced? Destroyed by a careless being who
perhaps laughed as he saw the correctness of his aim.

Yet Christians call Xmas the season of peace and goodwill!

WHY NOT IN N.Z. ALSO?

Warning signs reading “Look out for the trains” no longer
mean danger to game birds and other wild life in Missouri.
They are only invitations to dinner.

Three railroad companies operating in that state have desig-
nated their rights of way, stretching into thousands of acres, as
game and bird sanctuaries. They have ordered that all natural
food and cover be saved, and requested trainmen to help the
game and fish department to distribute food during the winter.

The Kansas City Southern, Missouri-Kansas-Texas and
Missouri Pacific lines issued the orders in response to an
appeal from John H. Ross, commissioner of fish and game.

It is estimated that thousands of bushels of valuable bird
seed will be preserved from the customary practice of burning
over or mowing the rights of way. Shelters and inviolate nest-
ing grounds for the birds will be provided along fence rows,
where they are badly needed because of intense farm cultivation
in many sections.

Food furnished by the conservation department, and scattered
by trainmen along the rights of way during the snowy season
will also save birds that would otherwise starve because of a
shortage of natural food after the drought.

Missouri and other northern states have enlisted the aid of
rural mail .carriers, Boy Scouts, agricultural students, Campfire
Girls and many sportsmen’s groups in their winter feeding
campaigns.

Conservation groups in Missouri alone last winter distributed
88,000 pounds of food.-—American Game.


