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country, as 1 shall proceed to explain. In configuration Attica
consists entirely of a long peninsula protruding from the mass
of the continent into the sea and the surrounding marine basin
is known to shelve steeply round the whole coastline. In
consequence of the successive violent deluges which have occurred
within the past 9,000 years, there has been a constant movement
of soil away from the high altitudes; and owing to the shelving
relief of the coast this soil, instead of laying down alluvium, as
it does elsewhere, to any appreciable extent, has been perpetu-ally deposited in the deep sea round the periphery of the country
or, in other words, lost; so that Attica has undergone the pro-
cess observable in small islands and what remains of her sub-
stance is like the skeleton of a body emaciated by disease as com-
pared with her original relief. All the rich, soft soil has moulted
away, leaving a country of skin and bones. At the period, how-
ever, with which we are dealing, when Attica was still intact,
what are now her mountains were lofty soil-clad hills; her so-
called shingle plains of the present day were full of rich soil ;
and her mountains were heavily afforested—a fact of which
there are still visible traces.

There are mountains in Attica which can now keep nothing
but bees, but which were clothed not so very long ago with fine
trees producing timber suitable for roofing the largest buildings;
and roofs hewn from this timber are still in existence. There
were also many lofty cultivated trees, while the country pro-duced boundless pasture for cattle. The annual supply of
lain fall was not lost as it is at present through being allowed to
flow over the denuded surface into the sea, but was received by
the country, in all its abundance, into her bosom, where she
stored it in her impervious potter’s earth and so was able to dis-
charge the drainage of the heights into the hollows in the form
of springs and rivers with an abundant volume and a wide terri-
torial distribution. The springs that survive to the present day
on the sites of extinct water supplies are evidence for the cor-
rectness of my present hypothesis.

THE OLD TREE SPEAKS.

—Catherine L. Baker

Feet grounded in Earth’s titan heart,
My head wreathed in God’s sky,

I see man come, pause, and depart,
As centuries sweep by.


