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paid any attention to them. Even when hungry he would not
eat the Robins.

Time passed and both Billy and Bobby waxed fat and so
friendly that sometimes the Robin would sit on the Hawk’s
head.

Soon Bobby was able to fly, and I let him go outdoors, plac-
ing a little cage on the back porch for him to go into when tired
of searching for food. He was away most all day, as a rule,
but would always return at evening and roost in his cage. One
day he came home appearing somewhat ill. Later he became
worse, and finally died. Examination showed the presence of
many long, thin, white worms in his windpipe.

—Bird Lore.

WINTER AIDS FOR BIRDS.

The Poroporo (Bullibull) is a very valuable fruit-bearing
plant for bird food. It fruits in its first year and in the winter
when the need is greatest. It loves a well drained, moist situa-
tion, and grows with great rapidity. Its life is but three years,
but it readily seeds itself. Tuis in particular love the fruit as
do all birds.

The exotic tree lucerne furnishes nectar in abundance just
when many birds require food. Stock love it, and it can be
made a valuable aid if fed to sheep and cattle in times of hard-
ship. It is also an excellent firewood, but should be cut up
green as it becomes exceedingly hard when dry. It is a soil
improver being of a nitrogenous nature. If fenced from stock
it will perpetuate itself and supply an unending source for fire-
wood, cattle food, bird food, and shelter. This tree matures
in three or five years and lives no longer than 15 years under
favourable conditions. If constantly cut it lives even less. Its
only fault is that no matter how closely planted it will not adopt
a pole form but sticks to its spreading nature and kills the less
virile plants of the same species around. Tree lucerne has been
successfully used to afford the necessary shade and shelter when
establishing native tree plantations. When so used the lower
branches should be removed from time to time and the tree kept
in reasonable subjection by lopping. When the native tree
plantation is fully established, the tree lucernes are removed.


