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proached it will seldom make any seri-
ous attempt to escape, but when cap-
tured it defends itself with claws and
beak. Once a captive, it soon becomes
a great pet, and ere many days are
passed its degree of intelligence becomes
very pronounced, in some cases quite
equal to that of an ordinary dog.

Hutton and Drummond, in their work
entitled “The Animals of New Zea-
land,” write of this bird as follows
“Size, appearance, and habits of life
combine to make the kakapo one of the
most remarkable birds in the Domin-
ion. Its intelligence commands respect,
and its helplessness sympathy ; while its
genial nature endears it to all who know
it well. It repays kindness with grati-
tude, is as affectionate as a dog, and as
playful as a kitten.”

Though a parrot, I have never known
the kakapo to learn to talk;' its bril-
liant intellect works in other directions
entirely, for it never tires of learning
new and difficult tricks. In fact, it
demands special attention from one
whom it makes a friend. A kakapo
in a bush camp is the life and soul of
the lonely habitation, and the wonder-
ful and original tricks performed by this
entertainer are beyond description. On
one occasion, when exploring the heights
of that wonderful rugged cape, located
at the mouth of the Waitaha Diver, in
Westland, known as Bold Head, my
party discovered a large male kakapo
basking in . the warm sand. It wae
captured after a short chase, and al-
though it set up a defence, it was per-
fectly subdued within half an hour, and
began to play with its captorssome-
thing in the nature of cats’ play. During
the three days it was kept in camp, it
was persistently looking for excitement
and play. The bird is usually referred
to by the back-country settlers as the
“ground parrot,” but being a splendid
climber, it frequently finds its way into
the tops of the medium sized shrubs
and trees. When climbing, much use
is made of the powerful beak; a half
right and left method is adopted.

The food of this quaint bird consists
of grasses, berries, seeds, leaves, etc.,
and having secured a good supply dur-
ing the night and early hours of the
morning, it takes off to its secluded
resting place, where the daylight hours
are usually spent.

As a general rule birds of nocturnal
habits are feathered in some dull, unat-
tractive shading, usually greys and
browns, but the kakapo is, among the
nocturnal birds of New Zealand, the

one striking exception to this rule.
Does it not seem something of a contra-
diction in the great scheme of nature,
that so brilliant a plumage should be
called upon to live almost in perpetual
exclusion from the light of day The
case of the kakapo is one of those strik-
ing examples of the possibility of ex-
traordinary changes having been work-
ed in the life of the bird. Its brilliant
plumage, for instance, immediately sug-
gests that there was a time in the his
tory of the bird when its habits were
diurnal, when it loved to bask and gam-
bol in the bright glistening sunshine,
when the gorgeous plumage rivalled that
of all other birds in sending forth a
dazzling radiation. Another somewhat
convincing aspect which forces us to the
conclusion that a wonderful (mange has
taken place lies in the fact that the
shade of the green plumage is identical
with the predominant shade of the
mossy vales in which the bird delights
to feed, suggesting a protective colora-
tion. Hence, if it were originally de-
stined for nocturnal habits, protective
coloration in so marked a degree would
not be necessary. But why should
such a radical change have taken place ?

The kakapo is fairly plentiful through
out the South Island, but seems to hon-
our the West Coast as its happiest
hunting grounds. From tins wild bush-
clad Sounds in the far South right up
to the downs and mountains of the
Sunny North, in the Province of Nel-
son, colonies of the . kakapo are to be
found. When travelling through the
Buller Gorge recently I made the ac-
quaintance of a reliable observer, who
told me of their large colonies existing
in certain mountain ranges surrounding
the famous waterway.

Parrots as a rule are not noted for
dignity and workmanship in the matter
of nest buildings, and c in this respect
the kakapo is no exception. The nest
is a rough excavation, with only the
faintest attempt at linings and comfort.
The nest usually contains three or four
white eggs, about two inches in length.
“Kakapo” is the name given to the bird'
by the Maoris, and means “night par-rot.” As this name has been handed
down for many generations, it would
seem that, at least for many centuries
past, this bird has been possessed of
nocturnal habits, in all probability was
always a nocturnal bird, but still the
circumstantial evidence mentioned above
is quite sufficient to lead one to the
belief that a wonderful change has come
over the bird during some ancient per-iod. It is difficult at times to recon-


