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* SERIES HI.
DIILIP GIBBS ON THE

AUNTRALIANS,

Philip Gibbs evizces the grealest ad-
miration of the Australians, with whem
he usually couples tha New Zealanders.
The following descriplion will probably
kindle reminizcences in the mind of the
Digger who has mixed up with the Aus-
tralians ;-

THE SALUTE.

CEvervwlhere on the slreels an
esplanade  there was  Inces

a

ing. The arms of the men were never
still. Tt was like the 8L Vitus disease |
Tom and Jecks saluted every subal-

SIVEe energy.
ledzed i
ted a

Frery subalievn acknow-
evements and in twrn salo-

Geoof majors, colonels, and
T thing becume farcial, a
oA human relationzhip

generals

mensireng u

it

vet pleasing
above the |

inten

1t seemed to me
ation of the srob iastinet o
the sonl of CQnly the Australions
stood oub against it and went by all
officers excopt thele own with a careless
of “To hell with all th

st
an

ot

[*9

nx slouched wp the sirech of
the Three Pebbles with o grim lock under

of the,

their  wide-brimmed hats having  come
dewn from Poxd wheve It was
abways hedl of Somme firht

i I h of them, dusty up

rd up to their eurs
felluws, scorafnl of
e, but desper-
lizen 1 their
{excent for
ing at life, this
with
hun-

Jand ihis Lfe tn Amiens,
ioans eyes and a kind of

tempt for death

se,

mniez, and I girls,
le dammed show,”” as lhey
- were lawless exeept for

v gouls gave allegi-
taved as the eguals of all
a0t 1o generals ov stall
of heli, There was a
sirit ¢f muaihoed in theny, and
teok what they wanted, wers
ready by nay for in diszase
wou conesit of
i owvay, but they

they

H R34
it n ocoln, or
ey had ne
. ve

or in

<1 ihemeeives the only fizhtirg men,
. and withuut boasting,  They were
and finely tempered.
of ithem were rufans, but most of
imagine, lite those English

with ihe
o lived “‘rongh,”
independence,
¢ in a fight,
how they seemed
woy, thoug
of & moeve de
21 une might judge by their
' . They
:end beyond the dreams ot
ngs and sinpence
. from home. 8O
the dours of any res-
lens and sat down al tables
. nol abazhed, 2nd
thut pleased their taste,

and rat
to me,
them we

1S3 | among

e {ibre,

cloar-cut foalures and

had monev

they pushed open

- i plenty.
s High street of Amiens oue day |
saw a crovd gathered round 3 Austrabian
so tall thai he {owered  over all other
hends 1§ of “the
street of the Noked Body witheut a bead,”
and T suspecied trouble. As T prested on
the elge of the crowd T heard the Austra-
Han in & loud draw!l whether
there was oflicer about who could
gpeak French,  He asked the question
gravely  without  anxiety. I pushed
through the crowd and said, *1 speak
French, What's the trouble?’

I saw then ibat, like the French poilu
! have described this tall Australian was
in the grasp of & French agent de police,
a small man, of whom he toock ne move
notice than if a fly had settled on his
wrist.  The Australian was not drunk, 1
could see that he had just drunk enough
to make his brain very clear and solemn..
He explained the matter deliberately, with
a slow choice of words, as though giving

was al the comer

as’ slow

my

evidence of high matters before a court. |

It appeared that he had gone into ths
estaminet opposite with four friends. They
had ordered five glasses of porto, for which
they paid twenty ecniimes each, and drank
them. Then then ordered five more
glasses of porto and paid the same price
and drank them. After this they took a
stroll up and down the street, and were
bored, and went into the estaminet a.gé,in,
xnd ordered five more glasses of porto.
[t was then tae trouble began. But it was
pot the Australian who began it. It was
the woman behind thé bar. 8he served

five glasses mote of porte and ashed for
Liirty centimes each.

“Twenty
lian. “Vingt,

Auvslra-

said the

madime.”’

“Mals non! Tren ¢ cent chague
verre! Thirty, my old one. Six sous, com-
prensz !’

“No comprenrey,’ said the Anstraiian,
ot centimes. ¢r po to helll”

The woman thily
times ; with a
mere shritl,

“1t was her vl
the Australian,
mjustice.”
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kept on

that vesed me,
and the

e five Austealisns  drank the five
gl 5 of porto, aud the tall Australian
pakt the thinty ¢ without
further argumeni, Life £

Then. =tll
< each of the five ¢
at the slem aund drapped

it
counter,

“You will see, sir,”’
“the injustice of the malter was on my

he said gravely,

Wi came shiieking inio the stveet
after them,  Hence the agent de pollee,

I shall be glad
se to thig little Freunchmaa,”

the soldier.  “If he does not take his
hand off my wrist I shall have to kil
him.”

“Perhaps a Litile  exg
serve,” 1 said .

[ spoke to the agent de police at some
-th, deseribing the incident in the cafu
% the view that the lady was wrong
in increasing the price so rapidiy.  'Lhe

wient agreed

an
o

the

o might

3

nowar & V
,and that :
in the habit of killing Ger-

nad a curlons dis

mats,
peliceraan.

“It eppears o me,”” I said politely,
“that for the sake of your heult he
»

other end of the sircet is Letl

The agent do police released his grip
from Australian’ saluted
me.

“Yous avez raison, monsicur. Je vous
vemmercie.  Cles Australisas sout vraiment
formidables, n'est-ce pas?”’

e disnppecred thyough the crowd, who
were sinillng with a keen sense of under-
standing.  Orly the lady of the estamivet

was unappeased.

tha s wrist and

“They ave bandits, these Australians!”

she zaid io the world aheut her.

The toil Australian shook hands with me
in a comradely way.

“Thanks for vour trouble,” he said. It
was the injustice I couldn’t stiek, 1 always
pay the right price. I come froni Aus-
tralja.”’ ’

I watched him go slouching down the
Rae des Trois Cailloux, head ahove all
tho passers-by e would be at Pozieves

again nexi day.

" His comment on the stafl of the Fitik
Arvmy, which met with much disaster at
Bt. Quentin, will prove of iuterest:--

I founrd a gencral opinion ameng off
and men, not only of the Irich Division,
under the command of the Fifth Army,
that they had been the victims of atrocious
stalf work, tragic in its - consequences.
From what I saw of some of the ¥ifth
Army staff-officers I was of the same opin
ion.  Some of thess youny gentlemen, and
some of the elduly officers, were srropant
and supercibeds, withont vevealing any’
symptoms of intelligence. £ they had
wisdom it was despiy camouflaged by an
air of inefficiency. U they had know-
ledge they hid it as a secret of their own.
General' Govgh,  commanding the Iifth
Army in Flanders, and afterwards norvth
and south of St, Quentin, where the enemy
broke through, was extremecly courtecus,
of most amiable character, with a high
sense of duty.  But in Flanders, if not
personally responsible for many tragic hap-
penings, he was badly served by some of
his subordinates, and baitalion officers,
and divisional staffs,” raged against the
whole of the Fifth Army organisation, or
lack of organisation, with an extreme pas.
sion of speech.

)
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Here are two samples of Gibbs's many
excellent stories :~~ )

In one section of trenches the men made
8 habit of betting upon those who would
be wounded first. It had all the uncer-
tainty of the roulette table. . . . One day,
when the German gunners were putiing
over a special dose of hate, a sergeant
kept coming to one dag-out to enquire
about a ‘“‘new-chum’ who had come up
with the drafts,

“Is Private Smith all right?” he asked.

“Yes, sergeant, he’s all right,” ans-
wered the men crouching in the dark hole,

“Private Smith isn’t wounded yet?’
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“No, sergeant.”

Private Bmith was touched Ly ihis in-
torelt in his well-being.

““That sergeant seems a very kind man,”
said the boy.  “Secoms to love me like a
father!”

A yell of langhter answered him.

“You poor, dirg fool,”” said one of
bis comrades.  “‘He's drawn you in let-
cad to win if you'd been hit.”

. most wirth-arovs-
s of the war.
ner?”’

aslied an-

man sent down {rem the trenches under
escort of an henest corporal.

“I Tost him, on the way, sir,”’ said the
corporal.

“Lost him?”

The corporal was embarvassed.

“Very sorry,
me, sir.

sir, my feelings overcame
Ii was like this, sir. 'The man
started talking on the way down. Baid he
was thirdking of his poor ‘wife. I'd been
thinking of mine and I felt sorry for him.
Then he meutioned as how he had two
kiddies af I ’ave two kiddies at
‘ome; sir, and I coaldn’t elp {eeling sorry
for him.  Then he as how his old
mother had died a while ago and he'd
never gee her again. I ’ave an old mother
at ‘ome, siv, what may never see me agai
When he started cryin’, I was so sorry
for him 1 couldn’t stand it any longer,
sir, so I killed the poor blighter.”

home.
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3T OFFICIALLY AGCERTED,

PROFESSOR BICKERTON'S THROR

v
"A. W, Bickerton writes to
“The Times” on one of his pet themes
-—~the Theory of Solar Grazes,  Many
the

Professor

explanations of the phevomena of
rew star have been amorng them
that of the of  sung,
the New Zealand astronomer char-
as “probably the only intelligent
7 The Astronomical
Correspondent of “The Times” suggested
that, in addition to coliisions of suns, the
new star may have been caused by a sun
having been strack by a comet or by met.

ven,

being cotlision

wh

acter,

23

suzgestisn ever made.

€0Ys. Bot it is Professor Bickerton's
belief that neither of those alternaiive

theories “would give us the inconceivable
amount of enevgy required. Solay collisions
are the only cccmrrences yet conceived of
that could produce such phenomena. But
many astronomers say the stars are so
thivly spread that raudom solar encoun-
ters conld not be numerous encugh to ac-
count for the number of noval, This is-
quite true of random encounter, but there
are a score of agencies that tend to produce
stellar collisions that must increase the
probability  of  solar  grazes  over
randorni encounters many millions

of times, The studies of dynamics

| of solar collisions shows that grazes would

be much more numerous than direct col-

lisions between similar stars. A graze ot

“two suns makes two stars into three, anc

the new third body is an exploding sun.
and it is this esxploding sun that is the
temporary_star. It can be deduced that
it will be 10,000 iimes as brilliant as the
passing pair that have struck off this
stupendous cosmic spark.”

For the last 40 years, he says, he has
been trying to get this original theory
of the third body seviously considered
by northern astronomers, but without
avail.  “The theory was first published
in N.Z. by the N.Z. Gov. in 1878. The
original papers were sent abroad then, and
récently because of the accumulation of
evidence the New Zealand Government hag

again sent out the original transactions to

northern astronomers. At the present
time every current theory has been re-
jected or demolished, whilst the mass of
evidence has not only established the truth
of this induction, but has actually demon.
strated all the anticipations then made.
Nevertheless the theory is not yet officially
‘accepted’ in England—presumably because
it was first thought of in New Zealand!’”

- “EXGELSIBR”
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A Year Abead of Everything,

We can now give immediate delivery of these machines, and we shall
be pleased to demonstrate their many exclusive features
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CALL OR WRITE IE\I;\I\EDIATELY FOR TERMS AND PARTICULARS.

TYRES! ACOESSGRIES! LAMPS! SPARES! CYCLE
MOTORS! !

PREMIER RUBBER STORES,

MOTOR CYBLES.

RASER,

Tay Street. Opposite Courthouse,
TAXE LIFE EASY' and-tear. Men are not exempt from can.
cer, but suffer in a far minor degree.
Tncreasing civilisation has for the last
STRAIN OF AMODERN LIVING 70 years or more denoted enormously in-

INCRIZASES CANCER DEATHS.

Cancer 1s spreading abt a startling ral

in the British Isles. The London Cancer
tospital is formulating plang for a thor
cugh review of ihe existing cancer peri
and the all too insufficient knowledge
with which it is compelled to fight it.
" Its terrible rate of growlh may be il
lustrated by a few figures. In 1864,
there - were 8117 deaths from cancer wm
England and Wales, By 1874 the number
had increased to 11,011; and in 1834 tc
15,198; and 1n 1830 to 19,433. ‘Lhe ratic
per million of popalation was, in Iuvd
only 385; in 1874, 461; in 1884, 560 in
1890, 676; in 1801, 842; and in 1917, the
Just year for which figures have been is-
sued, the rate per million was 1210. With
a shight and temporary decrease in 1865
every year has seen a steadily progres-
sive augmentation in the death-rate. The
same sad story comes from every part ot
the civilised world for which statistics are
available.

Moreover, as every doclor knows, the
figures which the States issue rather un-
derstate the case than otherwise. A geod
many infernal cancercus growths in the
old people pass unnoticed; their deaths

dgned to other causes.  Also there
is a desire to spare the feelings of royal
and distinguished persons, a class which
furnishes its quota to the death rate, yet
ks from the unpleasant notoriety at-
7 to the phraze “‘cancer in the fam.

I could mention rather nmmcrouns
royalties, from the great Napolecn down
to the Kaiser's father and mother
have succumbed to this curse in the last
century, along with one illustricus Lii-
tish premier.

a

who

The causes of cancer are supposed to
oe unknown, bui nothing could be more
remote from the actual truth. The im-
mediate causes of cancerous growths have
long been recognised and more or less pre-
cisely stated by every doctor of eminence
who has written on the subject. But in
order to discuss scientifically the causes
of cancer, it iy necessary fo place each
variety of the scourge under a separate
heading, and not to Iump them -all to-
gether as simply “cancer.”’ Every case
of cancer has its own distinct rise. Can-
cer iy not one malady; it is a host of

maladies. There are ten primary kinds of
cancer, and ab least twenty secondary
kinds,

The reasons for the continued increase
of cancer tufn mainly on the fact that
women are the principal sufferers from it,
and the special causes which prevail in
their  case =~ are acellerated by
trouble, anxiety, worry, and general wear-

creased worry, and sorrow and augmented
mental and physical friction of all kinds,
felt most heavily by the poor and toiling
classes, but also in a heavy degree by the
ranks above. The upper ranks, being
more sensitive and more apt to give way
to brooding sorrow, oiten create unneces-
sary troubles for themselves and so
e their liability to cancer.

in-

This yearly increase in cancer is no
more than a measure of the annually aug-
niented wear-and-tear which modern civ-
ilisation involves, and which nearly all
of us, under medern condilicns, have to
undergo. It will not entirely cease until
the conditions of life beceme far easier
than now--say in another 500 years, if all
goes well.  But even as matters stand
now, much can be doune to lessen and to
prevent it. For instance, cancer among
veat it. For instance, cabcer among
women may be prevented by greater equa-
nimity and cheerfulness.  Commonly it 18
casier to preach this doctrine than to
practice it.  But for all that the effort
conld often be made with complete success,

i Doctors here at the London Cancer Ilos-

pital have told me of cases in which a
cancercus seizure has been brought on hy
a casual bother about servauts,

Further than this everything that tends
‘to sustain physical bealth and well-being
materially akls in preventing the onset of
cancer.  People don’t need to be flying
always to the doctor. On the contrary,
all they need study is the general Jaws of
health which ave largely individual, and
which vory in different cases. The furms
of cancer which attack men are usually
due, in the first instance, to some very
palpable Lreach of Nature's laws, such as
chronic alcoholism, to say nothing of un-
savory maladies which mght easily have
been prevented, and for which the patient
1 s culpadly responaible.

SECTS I HEAVER.

Unconventional views of heaven were
expressed in a sermon ab St, Anne's, So_ho,
on Sunday, by the vicar, the Rev. Clar
ence May. They would find all sects in
heaven, he said—the Church of England,
the Roman Church, the Protestants, tha
Wesleyans, and the Baptists. They would
continue in their separate bodies for some
time, but their method of communion
which here was so difficult, would be dif-
ferent there. They would pass on frqm
stage to stage till they became one ct-?lestlaal
body  working for the great union of
Christendom, the union of saints, even‘as
we were working ior the union of Chiisb-
endom on earth. ¥




