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SERIES III.

PITILIP GIBBR ON THE
AUSTRALIANS.

Philip Gibbs eviaces the greatest ad-
miration of the Australians, with whom
ha usually couples the New Zealanders.
The foliow ing description will probably
kindle reminiscences in the mind of the
Digger who has mixed up with the A us-
tralians : — -

THE SALUTE.

"Everywhere on the streets anj on the
esplanade there was incessaut salut-
ing. The arms of the men were never
still. It was like the St. Vitus disease
Tommies and Jocks saluted every subal-
tern with an automa-tic gesture_ of convul-
sive energy. Every subaltern ackncw-
ledged there niovements and in turn salu
ted a maititude of majors, colonels, and
generals. Tho thing becarne farcial, a
monstrous absurdity oi liuman relationship
vet pleasin.g to the vanity of men lifted up
above the lowc-st caste. It seenied to rne
an intensifjcation of the snob instinct m
the sout oi rrtan. Only the Australians
stooa out against it and went by all
officers except their own with a carelcss
slouch and a look oi 'To hell with all that
hand waggin-g.'

"
.

Australians slouched up the street of
the Thres Pebblcs with a grim look under
their wide-brimmed bats having come
down from Pozieres, where it was
always hell in the days of Somme fight -

ing. I liked the look of them, dusty up
to the evec in summer, mud up to their ears
in winter —these gipjy fellows, scornful of
discipline for diseipline's sake, but desper-
a'e f't.i-t.r.'. as sunple as children in their
v/ay.s of thoaght and speech (exgept for

frightful oaths) and looking at life, this
iife of war, and this life in Araiens, with
frank, curious eyes and a kind of hum-
orous contcmpt for death and d;sease,
and English Tornmies, and Freneh girls,
and "the whole damncd show," as they
called it. They vvere lawless except for
the laws -to which their sotils gave aliegi-
anee. They behaved as the equals of all
men, givirg no respect to generals or staff
officers, or the dcvils of hell. There was a
priniitive spirit of mauhood in them, and
they took what they wanted, and were
ready to pay for it in coin, or in disease
or in wounds. They hau no eonceit of
themselves in a little, vain way, but they
reckoned themselves the only fighfcirg me:i,
simple, and without boasting. Thev were
as hard as steel, and finely teropered.
Some of them were rulfians but most of
them were. I imagine, like those English
yeonien who carae into France with the
Biack Priuce, men who lived "rough,"
close to natnre, of stnvdy independence,
good-humoured though ficroe in a fight,
and ruthiess.* That is how thev seemed
to me, in a gcneral wav, though among
them were boys of a mere delieate fibre,
and sensitiv.?, if one might judge by their
clear-cut fcatures and -wistful eyes. They
had rrioney to spend beyond the dreams oi
our poor Tommy. six shiliings and sixpenee
a day and remittanees from home. Ro

they pnshed open the doors of anv res-
taurant in AmYns and sa-t- down at tables
aext to E*i7g!:sh officers, not aba.-hed, and
ordered anything that pleased their taste,
and wine in plenty.
In that ITigh street of Amiens oue day 1
saw a crow d gathered round h'n Australian
so fca.ll that he towered over all other

heads, It was at the corner of "the
street of the Na'ked Body without a her.d,"
and I suspectcd trouble. As I presced on
the e.lge of the crowd I heard the Austra
lian ask in a loud, slow dravvl whether
there was any offieer about who could
speak Freneh. He asked the question
gravely without anxiety. I pushed
through the crowd and said, "I speak
Freneh. What's the trouble?"
I saw then that, like the Freneh poilu
I have descrihed this tall Australian was
in the grasp of a Freneh agent de police,
a small rnan, of whom he took no more
notice than if a fly had settled on his
wrist. The Australian was not drunk. 1
could see that he had just drunk enough
to make his brain very c-lear and solemn..
He explained ihe matter deliberately, with
a slow choice of words, as though giving
rvidence of high matters before a court.
It appeared that he had gone into the
estaminet opposite with four friends. They
had ordered five glasses of porto, for which
they paid twenty ecntimes each, and drank
them. Then then ordered five more
glasses of porto and paid the sam,e price
and drank them. After this they took a
stroll up and down the street, and were
bored, and went into the estaminet again,
xnd ordered five more glasses of porto.
It was then tae trouble began. But it was
not the Australian who began it. It was
the woman behind the bar. Rhe served

five glasses more of porto and asked for
thirty eentimes each.
"Twenty eentimes," said the Austra
lian. "Vingt, mact.me."
"Mais nonl Tren-e eentimes, chaqne
verre ! Thirty, my old one. Six sous, com-

prenez ?"
"No comprermey," said llie Australian.
"Vingt eentimes, or go to hell."
The woman dema ided the thirty een
times; kept oa demaudmg with a voi.ee
more shrill.
"It was her voice that vexed me," said
the Australian. "That and the bloody
injustice."
The five Australians dranic the five

glasses of porto, and the ta-11 Australian

paki the thirty eentimes cach without
further argument. Lile is too shcrt ior

argum.ent. Then, st .11 without woros. ne

took each cf the five glaises, and broue 't
at the stem and drcpped it over tlie
counter.
"You will see, sir," he said gravely,
"the injustice of the matter was on my
side. ' '

But when they left the estaminet the
woman came shiiekmg into the street
aftcr them. Hence the agent de police,
and the grasp on the Australian's wrnst.

"I shall be glad if you would explain
the case to this little Frenehm.an," said
the soldier. "If he does not tak.e his
hand off my wrist I shall have to kiil
hini."
••Perhaps a little exp'.anation might
serve," I said.
I spoke to the agent de police at sorne
length, describing Ihe incid,ent in the cafe.
I took the view that the lady was wror.g
in increasing the price so rapidly. The

agent agreed, gravely. I then pointed out
that the Australian was a very large-sized
nian, and that ia spite of his quietude, he
was a rnan in the habit of killing Ger-
mans. He aho had a curious dislike of
policeman.
"It appcars to me," I said poktely,
"that for the sake of your health the
other end of the street is better than this."
The agent de police released his grip
from the Australian's wrist and saluted
me.
"Yous avez raison, monsieur. Je vous
remercie. Ces Australians sout vraiment
formidabLes, n'est-ce pas?"
He disappeared through the crowd, who
were smiling with a keen sense of under
standing. Only Ihe lady of the estaminet
was unappeased.
"They are bandits, these Australians!"
she said to the world about her.
The tall Australian shook hands with "me
in a cornradely way.
"T'hanks for vour trouble," he said. "It
was the injustice I couidn't stick. I always
pay the right price. I come frora" Aus-
tralia. "
I watched liim go slouching down the
Rne des Trois Cailloux, head above aU
the pasaers-by He would he at Pozieres
again nest day.

His comment on the staff of the FiPh
Army, which met with much disasW at
St. Quentin, will prove of interest ; - ■

I found a gencral opinion among officers
and men, not only of the Irish Division,
under the command of the Fifth Army,
that they had been the victims of atrocious
staff work, tragic in its consequences.
From what I saw of some of the Fifth
Army staff -officers I was of the same opin
ion. Some of these young gentlemen, and
some of the elderly officers. wero arroganl
and supeicihous, without tevealing anv
symptoms of inl eliig^nve. If they had
wisdom ii was ikspiy ca.moufla.ged by an
air of inefficiency. If they had know
ledge they hid it as a secret of their own.
General Gough, commanding the Fifth
Army in Flanders, and afterwards north
and south of St. Quentin, where the enenriy
hroke through, was extremely courteous,
of most amiable character, with a high
sense of duty. But in Flanders, if not
personally responsible for many tragic iiap-
penings, he was badly served by some of
his subordinates, and battalion officers,
and divisional staffs, raged again st the
whole of the Fifth Army organisation, or
lack of organisation, with an extreme pas.
sion of speech.

Here are two samples of Gibbs's many
excellent stories :—

In one section of trenches the men made
a habit of betting upon those who would
he wounded first. It had all the uncer-
taint-y of the roulette table. . . . One day,
when the German gunn,ers were putting
over a special dose of hate, a sergeant
kept coming to one dug-out to enquire
about a "new-clmm" who had come up
with the drafts.
"Is Private Smith all right?" lie asked.
"Tes, sergeant, he's all right," ans-
wered the men crouching in the dark hole.
"Private Smith isn't wounded vet?"

asked the sergeant again, five minutes
later.
"No, sergeant."
Private Smith was touched by this in
terest in his wel.l-being.
"That sergeant seems a very kind man,"
said the bov. "Seems to love me like a
f ather !
A yeT of langhter answerecl him.
"You poor, Lleeding fool," said one of
his comrades. "Ee's drawn you in lot-
tery ! Stocd to w.hi if

you'd been hit."

One tale most popnlar, most mirth-arous-
ing in the early days of the war.
"Vv'here's your prisoner?" asked an-
intelligence offieer waiting to receive a.Ger
man ser.t down from the trenches under
escort of an hcnest corporal.
"I lost him, on the way, sir," said the
corporal.
"Lost him?"
The corporal was embarrassed.

"Very sorry, sir, my feelings overcaxne
me, sir. Ifc was like this, sir. The man
staited talking on the way down. Said he'
was thinking of his poor wife. I'd been
thinking of mine and I f.elfc sorry for him.
Lhen he mentioned as how he had two
kiddics at home. 1 'ave two kiddies at
'ome, sir, and I couidn't 'c-lp feeling sorry
for him. Then he said as how his old
mother had died a whi'e ago and lie'd
never see her again. I 'ave an old mother
at 'ome, sir, what may never see me again.
When he started cryin', I was so sorry
for him 1 couidn't stand it any longer,

sir, so I killed the poor blighter."
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PEOFESSOE BICKEETON'S THEOP.Y,

Professor A. W. Bickerton writes to
"Ihe Times" on one of his pet tliemcs
-— the Theory of

'
Solar Grazss. Many

expknations of the phencmena of the
n.ew star have been given, among them
bemg that of the collision of suns,
which the New Zealand astronomer char
acter."ses as "probably the only ihtelligent
sugge.st.ion ever made." The Astronomical
Correspon dent of "The Times" suggested
that, in addition to coliisions of suns, th?
new star may have been caused by a sun
having been strnck by a comet or by met.
eors. But it is Professor Bickerton's
belief that neither of those altemative
theories "would g'ive us the inconceivable
amount of energy required. Solar coliisions
are the only oc-currences yet conceiv,ed of
that could produce such phenomeiia. But
many astronomers say the stars ,are so
thinly spread that random solar er.coun-
ters could not be numerous enougli to ac-
count for the number of noval, This is-
quite true of random encounter, but there
are a score of agencies that tend to produce
stallar coliisions that must increase the
probability of solar grazes over
random encounters many millions
oi times. The studies of dynamics
of solar coliisions shows that grazes would
be much more numerous than dir.ect col
iisions between similar stars. A graze oi
two suns makes two stars into three and
the new third body is an exploding sun.
and it is this exploding sun that is thc
temporary star. It can be dcduced that
it will he 10,009 times as brilliant as the
passing pair that have struck off this
stupendous cosmic spark."
For the last 40 years, he says, he has
been trying to get this original theory
of tlie third body seriously considered
by northern astronomers, but without
ava.il. "The theory was first published
in N.Z. by the N.Z. Gov. in 1878. The
original papers were sent abroad then, and
recently becauso of the accumulation of
evidence the New Zealand Government has
again sent out the original transactions to
northern astronomers. At the present
time every current theory has been re-
jected or demolished, wffiilst the mass of
evidence has not only established the truth
of this induction, but has actually demon.
strated all the anticipations then made.
Nevertheless the theory is not yet officiaily
'accepted' in England —presumably because
it was first thousrht of in New Zealand!"

TAKE LIFE EASY.

STRAIN OF MODERN LIYING
INCREASES CANCER DEATHS.

Cancer is spreading at a startling rafct
in the British Isles. The London Cancer
Hospital i.s formnlating plans for a thor

ough review of the existing cancer peri.
and the all too irisurficient knowledg
with which it is compelled to fight it.
Its terrible rate of growth may be il-
lustrated by a few figures. In 1864,
there ■

were
8117

deaths
from cancer in

Entgland and Wales. By 1874 the numbei
had increased to 11,011 ; and in 1884 tc
15,198; and in 1890 to 19,433. 'Ihe ratic
per million of population was, in luo4 (
only 085 ; in 1874, 461 ; in 1884, 56o ; in
1890^ 676; m 1901, 842; and in 1917, the
last year for which figures have been is-
sued, the rate per million was 1210. With
a slight and temporary decrease in 1865
every year has seen a steadily progres-
sive augmentation in the death-rate. The
same sad story comes from every part oi
the civilised world for which statistics are
available.
Moreover, as every doctor knows, thp
figures which the States issue rather un-

|derstate the case than otherwise. A good j
many internal cancerous growths in the
old people pass unnoticed; their deaths
are assigned to other causes. Also there
is a desire to spare the feelings of royal
and distinguished persons, a class which
furnishes its •quota to the death rate, yet j
shrinks from the unpleasant notoriety at-
taching to the phrase "cancer in the fam.
ily." I could mention rather numerous
royalt-ies, from the great Napoleon down
to the Kaiser's fatber and mother who
have succumbed to this curse in the last
centur}-, along with one illustrious Bri
tish premier.
The causes of cancer are supposed to
be unknown, but 110 thing could be more
remots from t-he actual truth. Tlie im
mediate causes of cancerous growths have
long been recognised and more or less pre-
cisely stated by every doctor of eminence
who has written on the subject. But in
order to discuss scientifically the causes
of cancer, it is necessary to place each
variety of the scourge under a separate
heading, and not to lump them -all to-
gether as simply "cancer." Every case
of cancer has its own distinct rise. Can
cer is not one malady ; it is a host of
maladies. There are ten primary kinds of
cancer, and at least twenty secondary
kinds.
The rcasons for the continued increase
of cancer tuni mainly on the fact that
women are the principal sufferers from it,
and the special causes which prevail in
their case are acellerated by
trouble, anxiety, worry, and general wear-

and-tear. Men are not exempt from can.
cer, but suffer in a far minor dcgree.
Increasing civilisation has for the last
70 years or more denoted enormously in
creased worry, and sorrow and augmented
mental and physical friction of all kinds,
ielt most heavily by the poor and toiling
classes, but also in a lieavy degree by the
ranks above. The upper rank s, being
more sensitive and more apt to give way
to brooding sorrow, often create unneces-
sary troubles for themselves and so in
crease their liability to cancer.

This yearly increase in cancer is no
more than a measure of the annually aug
mented wear-and-tear which modern civ
ilisation involves, and which nearly all
of us, under mcdern conditicns, have to
undergo. It- will not entirely ccase until
the condifions of life become far easier
than now—say in another 500 years, if all
goes well. But even as matters stand
now, much can be dorie to lessen and to
prevent it. For instance, cancer among
vent it. For instance, cancer among
women may be prevented by greater equa-
nimity and cheerfulness. Commonly it is
easier to preach this doctrine than to
practice it. But for all that the effoi't
could' often be made with ccmplete success.
Doctors here at the London Cancer Hos
pital have told me of cases in which a
cancerous seizure has been brought on by
a casual bother about servants.

Further than this everything that tends
to sustain physical health and well -being
mateiially aids in preventing the onset of
cancer. People don't need to be flyiug
always to the doctor. On the contrary,
all they need study is the general laws of
health which are largely individual, and
which vawy in different cases. The forms
of cancer which attack men are usually
due, in the first instance, to some very
palpable bceach of Nature's laws, such as
chronic alcoholism, to say nothing of un-

savory maladies which might easily have
been prevented, and for which the patient
is cialpabJy respomible.

SECTS IN HEAVEN.

Unconventional views of heaven were

expressed in a sermon at St. Anne's, Soho,
on Sunday, by the vicar, the Rev. Clar

ence May. They would find all sects
in

heaven, he said— the Cliurch of England,
the Roman Church, the Protestants, tha

Wesleyans, and the Baptists. They would
continue in their separate bodies for some

time, but their method of communion,
which here was so difficult, would be dif
ferent there. They would pass on from

stage to stage till they hecame one celestial

body working for the great union
of

Christendom, the union of saints, even
as

we were working ior the union oi Cluist
endom on cartli. ^


