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" WHY NOT GIVE

 Furniture for a

Present. . .

. —————

" fhese are the days when it is

better to give for a Present,
_something that is solid and last-
fog in prefevence o uscless and
jjmsy articles, and whal beiter

than FURKIFURE.

An Qsk Table, or Chair or if

vsomething betdsr is wanted a
Sidebsard or Wardrobe.  Thesa

articies last @ lifetime and are al-
v-.'_ays appreciated and admired by

-the recipient.

Place your crdsrs with us now
for Furniture for Christmaz, do

pot leave it untit the last minutc.

BROAD, SHAALL,
 RHD 69,

DEE STREET

®

BACON PIGS

WANTEI) IN ANY QUAXNTITY—

FRIME BACCOH PIGS

Ouwr Receiving Days:

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS.

Tempting Prices for Prime Pork. Wo

™ Pay Railage.

LINDSAY & CO.

INVERCARGILL AND GORE,

‘; DRAEE, DEER STRELET.
L]
(Near Club Hotel).

CHOICEST:

FRUIT, and
CONFECTIONERY

. ALWAYS OBTAINABLE.

Everybody’s Fruit Confectioner.

Dewar’s

Thomson’s -

Purity
Soda

ROMAANGE. OF THE BUFFALD,

HOW THIS NOBLE BEAST WAS
SAVED FROM EXTINCTION,

The reported discovery in  Central
Alviea of a prehistoric monster has nat-
urally called attention to the whole sub-
jeet of the survival of the larger mammals,
11 the Brontosaurus is actually not extinet,
its preservation is due to the fact that
man has not hitherto invaded its ancient
haunts,  But in most cases the survival
of tho larger beasts has been achieved by
the direct jntervention of far-seeing man.

The case of the American bison (“buf-
falo” is veally misnomer) is a striking
example of this benevolent 111terpomtlon
Twenty years ago’ the bison was given
very short shrift. 8o much so, indeced,
that less than a decade since the animal
in its wild state was said to be practically
extinet.

Bub for the action of the Canadian Gov.
ervment that statement wounld probably
now be correct.  Happily, measures taken
shortly lefore those words were printed
have eusured to the buffalo perpetuation
of his species under the ‘most favourable
conditions in the territory of the Dom-
inion.

No towrist in Canada should omit a visit
to Wamwright in the province of Alberta.
There he will find an extensive and beauti-
ful park in whose peaceful pastures he
may study at his ease the appearance and
the habits of the largest existing herd of
American buffaloes.  The extent of this
National Bafialo Park, as it is called, may
be guaged from the fact that the steel-
woven wire fence which encloses it meas-
ures 73 miles in length, and cost £15,000.
Withiu these walls the visitor will see mile
after mile of rolling prairie, covered with
a luxuriant native grass, and diversified
with clumps of poplars and  charming
miniature lakes. Here and there are
sand dunes which provide those “wal-
lows'” which delight the heart of the bui-
falo; and a number of slreams connect
the lakes, and issue at one corner of the
park into the Battle River.  The bison is
nct the sole denizen of this heautiful pre-
serve ; moose, elk and deer roam unmol-
ested within its precincls; and in sammer
and autumn the lakes are clamorous with
the cries of thousands of wild geese and
ducks.

Constant efforts are being made vy the
Dominion  wovernment to ivcrease the
natural charm of the Buffalo PPavk, and
beautiful boulevards and shady drives have
been constrneted near the lakes and the
river. No res tn' tions are placed on vis-
itors to the park, suve that dogs and fire-
arms ace forbidden.  The buffaloes have
become so  accustomed to the presence- of
visitors that onme may approach withiu a
fevi vards of them, if one is on foot or in
a vehicle.  But an inberited instiact of
self-preservation sends the beasts off at a
gallop at tho sight of a man on hosse-
baek.  Altogether the herd numbers be-
tween 1,200 and 1,600, and lhe sight of
these great, shagzy monsters quielly
browsing on the slepes is a picture that
Lives long in the memory of all who have
visited the National Park

The acquisition of this vast herd of buf.
faloes forms one of the most fascinating
episodes In recent LCanadisn  bistory.
About, twelve years ago it came to the
Tmowledge of Mr Ifoward Douglas, Dom-
inlon Commissioner of Parks, that oue
AMicksel Pablo, a Mexican half-breed living
in Montana, po ed the onty large herd
of wild Luflaloes ot the American Contbin.
ent, numbering about 900 head. For years
the beasts had rarged the I]lul!lltdlﬂ(')'llﬁ
Western Montava, undisturbed
With the anthority of the Can-
.'.‘o\ crl’meut "x -r)ou"'ia% (qlmcd

reginn of
by man,
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of the \\uo]c hum: and the g
chinchied at the price, it is srnd, of
per head, this sum to include delivery at
raithead.  As scon as the news leaked
ont, the American papers were {urious
at the prospective transfer of the herd
across  the frontier, and leadly  called upon
the United States to rescind the transaction,
Bui matiers had gone too far, and the
contract was kept.

The rcluctance of the American pub-
lic to allow the departure of the herd was
a trifle fo the vesertment displayed by the
bulfaloes at thetr enforced emigration, To
conclude the deal wos an affair of a few
hours; to deliver the goods proved a much
more lengthy busivess. The Dizon were
scattered over a hundred square miles of
difficult country in small herds of aboub
fifty each. Pahlo’s first task was to col-
leck these small bodies into one large
herd, and then drive the whole lot into
a corral at the railhead.  With the aid
of forty skilled cowboys, the first aim was
pertially- achieved, and after considerable
trouble about four hundred and fifty baf-
fd]()CS were safely  entrained and dis-
p'tched to Alberta.

The utmost pains had been expended by
Mr Douglas and his colleagues on the pre-
parations for transporting the precious
cargo.  Stock cars, Le., cattle irucks—

o)

| active and cunning beasts.

i as  honest politicians.

with individual stalls and openings in the
voof through which water and food could
Lo supplied en route, were employed and
in the Grand Trunk Pacific yards at Wail.
wright an ingenious unloading chute was
specially constiucted.  So admirable were
tue arrangements that practically no losses
occurred in transit.

The corralling of the first half of the
herd was child’s play compared with the
problem now presented to Pablo and his
assistants.  Naturally, the buffalees which
had escaped the first drive were the mosé
Warned by the
disapppearance of their fellows they led
their would-he captors an exhausting and
often dangerous dance.  As a picture the
scene must have been extraordinarily thril.
ling. A scove of cowboys rounding up
hundreds of these quaini, sheggy mon-
sters in rocky ravines and down stcep

mountain-sides; at one lime cagerly pur-

suing; at the next closely chased by the
infuriated beasts. Even when after in-
credible efforts a bunch of them had been
driven as far as the rails of the corral,
the exhausted state of the horses prevented
the eowboys from making the final charge
necesSury to force the buffaloes through
the entrances; and time after time all put
a few tired cows and calves would break
hack to the open country.

At the end of scveral weeks of incred-
ibla but futile exertions, the cowboys
were ready to abanden the job in despair;
Carada’s prospeet of securing ihe remain-
der of the buffaloes seemed remote indeed.
At the critical moment a dashing hgure
appeared oun the scene, This was Charles
Allard, son of the man who had originally
founded the herd. A superb horseman.
absolulely cfreless 0f danger, handsome in

appearatice, with an irresistible devil-may.-

eare swagger, young Allard was the idol
of the cow-puunchers.
ficulty in collecting a band of riders after
hiz own stamp, and once again the bison
knew what it was to be hustled. A cave-
fully organised supply of remounts at
strategic points, and sound generalship
in the disposition of his men, gradually en.
abled Allaxd to overcome the diffieulties
which had baffled the Mexican, and two
handred and ten bison were added to the
herd at Wainwright. By degrees the rest
wera brought in until October, 1910, eight
hundred aud fifty beasts had been safely
emigrated from Montana.

Ancincident in Allard’s early careex will
show what manner of man this prince of
cow-punciiers proved himself, Before the
herd wus acquired by the Canadian Gov-
ernment one of the largest and fiercest
bulls had been sold as & specimen, but had
defied all efiorts to secure him. Youuy
Allard volunteered for the job, and,
sivgle-handled, armed only with a bamvoo
fishing-rad kod(, out on his quest. En-
countering his adversary, the lad «eat bim
over the head with the red. Infuriated at
the insult, the beast gave chase. With
the utmost ccolness, Allard kept himself
just cut of the buffalo’s veach, drawing
him towards the corral, and repealing the
slows  with his pole whenever the bull
showeq signs of relinguishing the chase,
until at length he was safe within the
fences-—an cxploit of  which the most
lamous matador in Spain might be proud.

Subsequently, ahout fifty more buitaloes
were secured from other placesin the Dom.
inton and ihe States, bringing up the total
in the National Park to 900. As the
natural rate of inerease is about 125 per
annum, there is now no likelocd that the
Bison, which once in countless numbers
ranged {he vast praivies of .. orth Amerdca,
will ever hecome exinct.

THE PGPULAR SINEER.

-No triamph is g0 easy, so undescrved,
nd so devastatingly valgar as that of the
popular singer.  She has many assets,
but orly one gift. But of that one gift—
a powerful and musical voice she is dn-
sanely vain; her vanity breeds self-as-
surance, and from that self-assurance arise
a thousand petty affectations and insincer-
ities; her brainless little head swells to
inordinate size, and che tours through the
Tnglish provinces and the American States

| convinced, a la Mary Pickferd, that she

is cne of the greatest cnes of the earth.
Whereas, of course, she is nothing but @
layymyeal curdosity.  For Nature blun-
ders gadly in the bestowal of her gifts—to
the empty-headed she gives, perhaps as
compensation, o marvellotz voice, whilst
the keen-witted and the imeginative have
to go emply away. Ag Mr Ernest New-
may said when writting of Iugo ‘Wolf,
the goods mean well, but their technigque
i weak.  When by some divine accident,
a {ine voice is allied with a robust and
sensitive brain, we get a great singer; but
great singers are as rare as great poets or
Moreover, they
cannot hope to compete with those whom
the public worships. When Madame Airto
Actke comes to town she gives pleasure to
hundreds, Lut when Dame Nellie Melba
sings Tosti’s “‘Good-Byee,” with a sob in
Ler throat, vast multitudes lie prone and
weep.

He had little dif-

eas.

DECEMBER 10, 1920,

RETURNED SOLDIERS.

REFUSE. AFFILIATION
TO EMYIRE ALLIANCE.

The executive of the Returned Soldiers’
League of  Australia, decided not
to grant affiliation to the King and Em-
pire Alliance.

The secretary of the

alliance (Major-

General Rosenthal), who is also a member-

of the lcague exccutive, brought forward
the proposal,
motion at the previous meeting.

The publicity officer of the league (Mr
C. Davis) said that the resolution was
the outcoro of a discussion on a letter
veccived from the King and Empuwe Al
liance, accompanied by a memo. from Sir
Sir Charles Rosenthal, askihg that a notice
of motion to thig effect be placed on the
aenda. paper fov congress.  The lelter

‘was accompanied by a list of associa- }

tions in Queensland with which the King
and Empire Alllance was affiliated, %
was pointed out that the Queensland os-
soctation was formed 18 months ago, and
was not a parent hody of the associa-
tion of which Sir Charies Rosenthal was
hon. secretary. It was farther stated
that from the league standpoint there was
no necessily for the existence of such an
organisation in- Australia, which had al-
l‘l.:ldV proved its loyalty to King and

Smpire.

Another pomL raised was that the lat

-affiliated associations in Queensland
Elumld not influende the committes, sce-
ing ' that those associations are not as-
sociations  with kindred aims and ob-
jects to the league, whereas many were
sectariar, such as the Protestant Federa-
tion. It was further remarked that al-
thoagh nearly every cmployers’ aszocia-
tion was included in the list, not one
labour or unionist organisaiion was men-
tioned.

As the bulk of the leagne’'s members
were working men, avd did not concern
themselves with the religion of their com-
rades—so long as they’re white—the King
and Empire Alliance was not of a suffici-
ently democratic nature to appeal to tue
members,

It was also pointed out that the only
body that had the xignt to claim the
title of “King and Impire Alliance’ was
the body of men who had fought for King
and Empire, which bedy embraced men
of every rc»ligluus creed, every political be.
lief and calling. »

Allusion was also made to the fact that
the Council of the King gnd Empire Al-
liance did not centain that number o1 pro_
portion of returned soldiers that would
iuspire confidence in the. league,
it the Empire or Australia wers {o refuife
men to defend King and lmpire one need
not go oviside the league to obtain all the
willing men needed.

Accordingly the executive declined 1o
place the matter of affiliation on the
agenda paper for the ferthcoming confer-
ence of sub-branch delegates.

Tﬂi@ﬂi&% ?‘%ADE GF CONCRETE.

The beginning of

n

practical plans {or
the manufacture of reinforced concrete
freight cars dates from 1809, when a
patent for such a car was granbed to
Joseph B. Strauss, of Chicagu. On ae-
count cof the war, construction of a trial
car was delayed; angd it was bub recent-
ly that the first car, of the goudola
type, was completed by a Chicago com-
pany and tested under service condi-
tions. Not only in the material used,
bus in ils design and the details of con:
straction, it reprvesents an interesting
departure from usual methods. The
basic feature of the design, the “‘Scien-
tific American” - explains, iy a  steel
skeleton body forming the cuter Doundary
of the cur, and mounted vpon a steel uo-
derframe. - The concrete walls and floor
are centained within this frame, and, to-
gether with the frame and flcor rein-
fore t, are connected to and inter-
locked with the underframe. The steel
frame forms the finishing and pretective
edges, thus entirely shielding the concrete,
axl also serving as a complete system of
stress-beariug members. In the con-
straction of the test car the “‘cement gun”
was nsed.  The forms were placed on the
outzide of the car, and the cement was
shot againgt them from within.  The out-
side of the car, that is the surface against
the forms, was given a smooth finish, but
the interior was left muclh as it came from
the guir,  Tests of the completed ecar,
both empty and loaded, demonstrated its
practicability for rough service. In the
test without load it withstood extremely
rough handling in switching, and came
tloongh without injury.  Subsequently
the car was loaded with 55 tons (10 per
cent. overload) of sand and turred over to
a switching crew for service handling. It
withstood this test also without injury.

ther merits are claimed for the concrete
It will not need painting, and will
practically eliminate maintenance charges.
Its life will be much longer than that of
the wooden car.

baving given notice of |

and that |

CHEAP MEAT.

ONLY PRIMEST QUALITY,
BEEF AND MUTTON.

AT EVERYBODY'S
BUTCHERY.

A. CUNDALL,

Proprietor.

For sevaral years Manager
City Meat Co.

(Kelven street, one door from Esk street),

WHERE DID YOU GET THAT
LOVELY FRUIT? '
THAT HANDSOME BOX OF SWEETS!?
THOSE BEAUTIFUL PALMS AND
ABPIDISTRAS?

WHY AT——

WELSH'S
FRUITERER AND CONFECTIONER,
TAY STREET. l
THEY HAVE ALSO CLEANEST AND
ﬁEST OF FOUNTAIN DRINKS,

A E. HOBBS,

‘ Proprietor
‘Phone—430.

:[N STOCK . . .

Chocolate Raspberry, Dates, Almonds,
Ginger, Raisins, Caramels, Montes
tenant. Also Creams, and a largs
assortment DBoiled Confectionery..

Cadbury’s, Fry's Romison’s, Court.

Auslbrook’s Fancy Boxes.

Ring 1370 and I will have your Sweetr
ready for you.

F. C. Jarvi,

“EXCELLA,” DEE STREET
Next Bank N.S.%V.

Books to Read.

LATEST HNOVELS AT 6/«
““This Marrying” (Margaret Culkig
. Bannng).

“No. 7, Saville Square’” (Mr Le Queux),

“Pink Gods and Blue Demons’ (Cynthig

Stockley).
“Penelope” {Elizabeth Kivkby).

“TDeshorough of the North-West Frog
tier™ (Joan Sutherland).

“Days of Probation” (Louise Gerard

(A nursery Novel.

Gardner & Son,

TAY AND KELVIN STREETS,
INVERCARGILL




