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I MCKAY EROS..
|

1 £950. — Bungalow, four rooms,I pantry, all conveniences, ten minu-
1 tes walk from P.O., only built |

| four years.

I £1125—5 rooms and motor gar-
1 age, all modern conveniences, as-

I phalt patlis, tiled grates, ^ acre,
1 hartdy to town.

1 £1100. — 6 rooms and bathroom,
concrete verandah and paths, h.
and c. water, gas, tiled hearths,
large rooms; seven years built.
Five minutes from tram.

£930—Seven rooms, thoroughly
sound, corner section, h. and c.
water gas, asphalt paths, 10 minu
tes from P.O.

wcK AY EROS.
AUCTIONEERS AND LAND

AGENTS.
EXCHANGE MART.
INVERCARGILL.

! Box^-17. 'Phone — 15.

Telephone—8G2.

THE PRAM AND CYGLE SHOP,

122 DEE STREET.

7)RAME, PUSH CARTS, PUSH
CHAIRS.

The best selection in Invercargill to

choose from.

BICYCLES, TYRES, AND ALL CYCLE

SUNDRIES

We have just opened up a fine assortment
of SUIT CASES—20in, 22in, 24in,
26in. The price is righi. Get one for
the holiday season.

REPAIRS. —We don't reapir motor cars
nor motor cycles, but we can and do
repair Prams andw Bicycles, AND
WE DO IT WELL.
If your Pram or Bike is beyond repair
we will sell you a new one. THAT'S
FAIR.

Thomas Bird,

122 DEE STREET.

SPENO THAT 150 TO THE

BEST ADVANTAGE.

T)Y spenaing a pound here and a pound
there you cannot buy to the best ad-

vantage.

Make out a list and buy from the ONE
reliable firm,

VERNON SMITH .& 00.

ATHENAEUM BUILDINGS,

INVERCARGILL.

Our stocks include Household Iron-
mongery, Glassware, Cutlery, Tools for all
trades—in fact everything in the house
hold line.

A. C. HULLARS LTD.
P.O. Box 29. 'Phone— 275.

yOU'RE
NOT A BIT TOO SOON TO
TALK TO US ABOUT A

C HEISTMAS
— C A K E

HANDSOMELY ICED, ORNAMENTED,
AND INSCRIBED AS YOU DESIRE.

fTe have a size to suit you and our
quality will please you.

A. C. MILLARS LT0.
'Phone—275. P.O. Box —29.

PROFESSIONAL.

W. Macalister, B.A., LL.B. ; S. Morell
Macalister, LL.B. ; Horace J. Macalister,
LL.B. ; Alan B. Macalister.
MACALISTER EROS.,
Barristers and Solicitors,
INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved security at
current rates.

Tjl G. HALL-JONES, B.A., LL.B. (late*
Rattray, Armstead and Murray, and

late James Harvey).
P.O. Box 48. Telephone 35.

RATTRAY & HALL-JONES,
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,
ESK STREET. INVERCARGILL, N.Z.

MR
CHARLES DUERDEN, Pianist,
is open for engagement at Private

Parties, Dances, Socials, etc.

FULL ORCHESTRA SUPPLIED.

Address—
25 Princess Street, Georgetown,

Invercargill.

Jjj
RIC M." RUSSELL, SOUCITOR,

Hallenstein's Buildings,
ESK STREET,

INVERCARGILL.

Money to lend on freehold security.

STOUT
& LILLIGRAP,
SOLICITORS,
Esk street.

MONEY TO LEND
On Freehold Security at Current Rates

of Interest.

||EDDELL
& HV2 W A T

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,
72 ESK ST. (Opp. Times Office),
INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved
security at current rates. Solicitor3
under Diseharged Soldiers' Settlement
Act.

FOR THE EMPIRE'S GAUSE.

IN MEMORIAM.

LAIDLAW. —In loving memory of
George Laidlaw (Sixth Reinforcements),
who died at Otautau on November 25,
1918.

"Gone, but not forgotten."
—Inserted by his loving sisters. 3670

"The Digger."
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1920.

"THE DIGGER."

Owing to the resignation of our Editor,
who is entering hospital shortly for fur-
ther medical treatment, "The Digger" is
now published, commencing with the pre-
sent issue, under the direct control of the
Management Committee appointed by the
Invercargill Returned Soldiers' Associa-
tion. We trust that the standard of the
paper and its usefulness in the community
will in every way be maintained. In the
propaganda work of the Association, as
in the case of the election of Mr Plargest
to the Land Boa,rd, in making known the
doings and the aims of the local Associ
ation and of Headquarters, in publishing
questions asked in Parliament and all
other matters relating t-o returned soldi
ers' ^afiairs, and in keeping returned sol
diers in touch with one another and with
their Association, "The Digger" has
proved itself invaluable. It is some-
thing more, however, than a returned sol
diers' paper. Such an important centre
as Invercargill which, with the adjacent
suburbs of Waikiwi and Sout-h Invercar
gill, is to-day the fifth town in the Domin.
ion, requires and always will require a
weekly paper of general interest. That
this requirement is met by "The Digger"
is amply proved by its large circulation
among civilians both in the town and
throughout Southland. This circulation
is surprisingly high, exceeding beyond
all measure the expectations of its pro-
moters. The greatergoart of the matter
of the paper details directly with the news
and requirements of Invercargill and
Southland, and to such institutions as the
Southland League which have for their
o'bjects the progress and prosperity of the
district we extend oun hearty co-operation

and assistance. As an advertising medium
"The Digger" affords exceptional advant-
ages, and a glance at our advertising col-
umns shows to what extent these advant-
ages are realised by business firms, Gov-
ernment departments and local bodies.
"The Digger," in hrief, has estahlished
itself as a force in the community.

We draw the attention of our readers
to a series of articles commencing in this
issue and relating to incidents of the great
war. The quantity of wai' literature
which is being published to-day is so large
—and so expensive — that few attempt to
make its acquainUince. It is our object
to sift the grain urom the chaff and to
serve up to our readers, Digger and ci-
vilian alike, a course of appetising incid
ents. For example, few of our readers
know more of the Senussi campaign in

Egypt than that the Rifle Brigade par-
ticipated in the Battle of Mesra Matr.uh.
Y'et the examples we quote relating to
the dashing exploits of the armoured
cars xead like a modern "Arabian
Nights." In future issues we hope to
quote some of Philip Gibb's criticisms of
the British Army which aroused such a
storm of controversy in England. We
hope to quote also General Hamilton's
diary concering the tragedy of Suvla Bay.
Our object, frankly, is not so much to
instruct ,as to interest our readers and
those whose appetites are stimulated, we
refer to the original works which are in-
dicated in each article.

The voice of the sluggard is heard on
the question of Mesopotamia. Aecording
to regent cables, America, in a recent
Note, asks to be heard before the mam-
date under the League of Nations is fin-
ally granted over Mesopotamia. It took
America nearly four years to come into
the war and her dela-y in that respect
is only equalled by her dilatoriness in
making peace. We are not aware that
any American blood was shed, or any
American gold spent, or that American
soldiers suffered, a,s the British did, in-

tolerable hardships and agonies in liberat-
ing "Mespot" from the tyrannies and
misrule of the Tui'ks. Persistently Am
erica, despite her war profits, has declined
to accept a mandate over Constantinople,
a,nd has turned a deaf ear to the cry of
the suffering Armenians, yet she casts a
covetous eye on Mesopotamia with its
rich oilnelds. Britain to-day is spend-
ing 50 millions per annum . in

maintain-

ing order m "Mespot" and is well quali-
fied to administer that country without
intereference from across the Atlantic. We
well know that if Britain presumed to in-
terfere with America' s policy in Mexico
she would quickly be told to mind her
own business.

At the time of writing the poll of rate-
payers is being taken on the Borough
Council's proposal to raise a loan of £15,-
000 wherewith to build a column in the
Victoria Park to commemorate the sacri-
fice of those soldiers of Southland who

gave their lives in the great war. The
meeting of returned soldiers which was
held in the club on ' Monday last cor-

rectly reflects, we think, the general
opinion of returned soldiers on the pro
posal. The attendance was small and
returned soldiers undoubtedly feel that if

Invercargill desires a memorial then the
citizens should decide for themselves how
such a memorial should be paid for. Of
those who are interested the majority fav-
our the proposal, realising that only by
the proposed method can a hanasome me
morial be erected worthy of those it hon-
ours and worthy of the town itself. If
the proposal is carried no ratepayer will

grudge the small amount he will contri-
bute annually to its cost; if the pioposal
is lost, and the citizens are disposed to

drop the matter alt-ogether, we are

strongly of the opinion that the returned
soldiers, with the assistance of their
friends and well-wishers, should inaugur-
ate a scherne to erect a suitable memorial
t-o their fallen comra-des.

A. lovely display of Children's Spring
and Summer Millinery in a host of useful

shapes. Tagels in new shapes and styles,
all shades, 5s lld to 15s 6d. Plain straws,
3s lld to 6s lld. Crin hats with coloured

under brims, 15s 6d to 27s 6d. Leghorns
and fancy rush hats, 7s lld to 25s 6d.

Panamas, plain and trimmed, 7s 6d to
17s 6d. Henderson's straw hats, 15s 6d

to 23s 6d. Black and white check hats,
3s lld to 6s 9d. Tussore silk hats in large
and small sizes, 4s 6d to 7s lld. Poplin,
Gaberdine, and pique hats from 2s lld to
4s 6d, also a very dainty and extensive

showing of infants' silk hats and bonnets.
Fresh new stocks of children's dresses and
coats. They offer excellent opportunities
of securing your requirements at greatly
reduced prices. Special displays in all
departments for Christmas and holiday
trade at H. and J. Smith, Ltd., The Pro-
gressive Stores, Tay street, Invercargill,
1 and Main street, Gore.

K

THE EVENTS OF THE WEEK.

The province is keenly interested in
the forthcoming consecration service to
take place on Sunday, December 12. Pre-
parations are well in hand and nothing
has been left undone to make the occasion
a memorable one in the history of the

province.
As this is practically the last oocasion on
which a parade connected with the N.Z.
E.F. will take place, it is hoped that a
large parade of returned men will be seen
on that day. A great many townspeople
will be interested partieularly in the guard
of lionour, for they have long hoped to
see a force of returned men actually under
a-rms. A parade of all soldiers willing to
help will be held in the Drill Hall on
Friday next, at 7.30 p.m., when Colonel
Hargest will be present to meet those
taking part.

Cricket locally has apparently been suf
fering a severe relapse from its victorious
conclusion last year; for so far very poor
results have attended the efforts of those
who have been attempting to get together
tearns. Here, again, the long-obsolete
Satnrday-Wednesday half-holiday question
militates against good cricket tea-ms re-
gularly taking the field.
At present several enterprising sports
are busy having appended to formidable
petitions the names of those citizens who
favour a change to the more modern
system of universal Saturday holiday. In
the opinion of many, the old argument of
the absence of country buyers under the
new system is sufficiemt to paralyse their
support.

The Returned Soldiers' Association, since
its inception, has taken its place in
public life and has performed cheerfully
many the arduous tasks which come daily
under its scope. Like Harrod's or Sel-
fridge's in good old London town, the
R.S.A. sets itself out to supply all the many
wants of the returned soldier and never
yet has the soldier gone away empty-
handed from Mr Graham and his staff.
Last Wednesday, however, brought a case
which temporarily puzzled the staff, when
a Digger, in great tribulation informed
the local secretary that the "best man"
in an important partnership contract had
unfortunately been reported missing, and
begged the assistance of the R.S.A. The
necessary "second" was soon on parade,
and despite the fact that this was the
first time the "best man" had met the
parties, we are told that the "knot" was
securely tied. There are on record several
cases where the bridegroom has heen pro-
vided from the R.S.A. ranks, but not on
such shoi't notico as on this last occasion.

At the Federal Tea Rooms, on Tues-
day. evening a most successful dinner was
given by the present members of the
Battery to do honour to the returned ex-
members of this fine hattery. Ma-jor
Lennie, C.O., of the Battery was in the
chair, . and besides the returned gunners,

the guests of the evening included Colonel
Hargest, D.S.O., M.C., Chaplain Captaln
Pybus, Capt. D. M. Rae, president
R.S.A., Mr G. Cxuichskanks, Hon. J. H.
Hanan, M.P., and several other gentlemen.
Fully 150 men sat down to a splendid din
ner, and with a fine orchestra and~a good
toast list, the evening was one that gave
enjoyment to all present.
During the course of the evening, Major
Lennie was presented with a very hand-
some Morris chair as a mark of the
esteem in which he is held and has al

ways been held by the men of the bat
tery. Past and present members spoke
in eulogistic terms of the fine work done
by Major Lennie, and all testified to the
esteem in which this popular officer has

always been held by the men under his
command.
Some very interesting tales we-re re-
counted by the diggers of the reef a,nd
blue pugaree ; and many of these gentle
men showed that they could still register
"good hits" as public speakers.
Many important toasts including, The
King, Returned Members, Navy and
Army, Kindred Arms, etc., were proposed
and honouredj and after a very pleasant
evening proceedings terminated at 10.30.
So well pleased were the ex-members
with the hospitality meted out to them ;
that their representatives, who fi'om time
t-o time occupisd the floor, voiced the

opinions of their mates by hinting that the
gathering shonld he an annual aft'air. To
such good purpose did they spread their
propaganda, that Captain M-cLean, on be-
half of the Battery, promised that the
function would be held annually, a decis-
ion which met with the approval of dig
gers and of the present gunners.
At one interesting stage in the proceed
ings a very well known and popular Main

Body guirner appeaxed on the scene ex-

pecting to participate in a. function of a

rather more hilarious nature than the one
then in progress. His nimble dive for cover

J
on catching the eagle eye of his old bat-

tery commander, reminded his old mateaof digger days, when one's life dependedon the agility that was needed to side-
step one of Fritz's best 8-inch shells.

DIGGER'S LETTER BOX.

COJfSECEATIOIf OP THE OOLODES.

(To the Editor).
Sir,— The colours of the 1st and 3rd
Battalions of the Otago Regiment hava
been deposited in the First Church Dun
edin, and on Sunday the 12th December
next, at 3 p.m., the colours of the 2nd
Battalion of our Regiment are to be con-
secrated by Bishop Riehards and laft in
St. John's Church, Invercargill. rppQ
ceremony will be a military one, and I
hope to see every Southland "returned
man" on parade in uniform.
This is probably the last occasion on
which we shall be asked to parade as
members of the N.Z.E.F., and this final
parade when we hand over our colours to
the Church for safe keeping is surely an
occasion when every man should tuni
out.
On Friday of this week I shall be at
the Invercargill drill-shed at 7.30 p.m.,
and I shall be glad if as many returned
men as possible will meet me there when
I will explain the proposed ceremony for
the 12th proximo. —I am, etc.,

J. HARGEST, Lieut.-Col.

We believe with Col. Hargest that
this is a matter that should be taken up
enthusiastically by all returned soldiers in
Southland. Parades of this kind have
always reflected great credit on our local
returned men ; and as the forthcoming
ceremony is a parade to do honour to the
glorious memory of our fallen brother
Diggers, there is no doubt that the parade
on Sunday, November 12, will oe one that
will long he remembered by Invercargill
residents. "The Digger" takes this op-
portunity of congratulating Colonel Har
gest on his graceful courtesy in arranging
to have the King's colour of the 2nd
Otago Battalion deposited in Invercargill.
But for Colonel Hargest' s interest in his
own province, this Colour would have
been deposited along with the other
regimental flags in Dunedin.
On the last occasion on which a King's
colour was paraded under guard through
our streets, at the time of the visit of i
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, many of the
citizens were unaware of the real meaning
of this important smybol ; but on this
next occasion it is hoped that civilians,
realising what the flag stands for—the
sacrifices of the fallen —will remove their
hats as the colour is marched by.
Colonel Hargest may rest assured that
in this coming function, he will have tho
unanimous support of the R.S.A., and
we are sur© that on Friday night he will
find at the Drill Hall a large number of
returned men ready to help him.—Editor,
"The Digger."

NOTES FROM CALCIUM.

Industrial Unrest. —The feature of the
week ha-s been the restiveness of the dairy
farming community. It appears that
the trouble has arisen through the N.Z.
Milk Products, Ltd., failing to continue
the arrangement made at the begirming of
the season regarding the carxiage of
milk. Many of the farmers have been to
considerable expense providing equipment
to give the Company a satisfactory com-
modity, hence their natural resentment at
any attempt to vary the agreement to the
disadvantage of the dairyman at this late
period of the season. However, the lat-
est report is to the effect that the man-

aging director has stated that the Com

pany will fulfil its obligations, so the joy-
ful whistle of the cow-cockie will prob
ably be heard breaking the morning still-
ness about 3 a.m. as of yore.
Sport. —Punters returned from Winton
duly bent but not quite broke. The

locally-owned Buller won and paid a good
price. Though not extensively backed
from this quarter our sports are all pleased
to see the old sprinter back to winning.
form, and congratulate Mr Mclntyre on
his success with what any judges con-
sidered a back number. For the present
our racegoers are laying up a littie vad

to dissipate at Invercargill anout New
Year time.
Work and Wages.—Shearing operatjons
eommenced at Messrs McNeill s property
last week. The weather is too cold to

make- the conditions good for this work,
and the shearers report very hard cutting.
The wisdom of the A.P.U. in fighting for

decent wages while price* were high
is

proved to-day. With the wool market
in its present condition it would

have

been a difficult matter to make the squa
ter give his shearers either improve

wages or comfortable quarters to lbe
in

Cost of Living. —Jubilation is exP^esS%
he.reabouts regarding the penalty in

1C


