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PE4 PIBTURES OF THE

PRISONERS OF THE RED DESERT.
(B Captain"\T.‘l'i;ms, R
The N.7. Rifle Briy
1915, partici

¢, on Xmas Day,

ipated in the victory over the
sl at Mesra RMatruh. At this
¢ the captain and crew of the H.M.S.
- held captive liy the Sencussi at
some piles away., Nearly
the Tara had hoon tor-
and her

African coast,

rine commander to the Turks

fer internment.  For the
¥ a sufferi their march
to the heart of the desert, their treat.
ment at the hands of the natives, the vali-
ant atlempt of their capiain to escape and
bring help, and their fival rescue by the
Duke of Westminister's arnowred cars.
the reader is referred to “Prisoners of the
Red Desert,”’ which is obtainable from the
ocal library.

After Mesra Matrih  the Senoussi  re-
tived westwards into the desert, The sub-
gequent Laltles of Halazin, Agadir and
Sollom saw them driven further west, but
still a ferinidable fighting fores, awaiting
a fuvourable opportunity for further mis-
chiel.  Immediately after occupation of
Sollum. the Duke of Wesiminster’s arm-
ourcd cars, which had hitherte been of
invaluable assistance to the infantry, were
able to perform a brililant exploit resuit-
ing in the niter roud and destruction of
the Senoussi at Azais, as is described in
the foblowing extract 1—

On this morning of “14th March, the
. Duks of Westminister’'s light armoured
cars, arvived at dawn at the head of Hal-
faia Pass, aptly termed “‘Hell-Fire” Pass
by our wncn, had surprised fwo Benoussi
who had not yet made good their escape.
From these two priscners the Duoke had
leareed  news of importance as to the
enomy’s movements, :

With his unfailing faculty for quickly
grasping the essentialy of a military situa.
tion, thonght and . action wsually came
simultaneously. Without waiting for
orders, or even for permission from his
superior officer, like Holspur of old, be
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dashed off with his cars in sharp pursuit -

of the retreating enemy, contenting him-
self with leaving behind cne car to nelio
to General Peyton, the British Com-
mander-in-Chief, news of what he was
doing and to bring on his reply. The
roply come zrad cars
had dizappeared over the horvizon, and it
was in cifect to tell the Duke to do what
he was alvcedy doing, viz, “to pursue
the enemy with vigour.”

This pursuing force consisted in all of
one Ford car with machine-gun, nine
armonred carvs, and one light touring car,
a 1914 Rolls-oyce, which the Duke al-
ways used and drove himself—a truly re-
markable machine, which after many
months of warfare is still as eflicient as
ever, and is now in daily use in London.
Each car mounted a machine-gun, and the
total complement of the ten vehicles con-
sisted of thirty-two officers and men all
told.  With this force, unbacked by any
other, they commenced the pursuit of the
unbroken Turco-Senoussi army of several
thousands, eguipped as it was with axtil-
fery and machine guns.

After covering tweo or three miles mark.
ed by innumerable intersecting tracks,
which made very bad going, they picked
up the road running westward from the
old fort of Sollum, andg overtook many
fugitives, who fired at them as they
passed.  Following this road they were
able ‘to go &t a speed of nearly twenty

v oftaw 4lin
lorg after the

miles an hour, and .after about an hour’s-

run at this pace, shortly before mid-day
they sighted the enemy’s camp. Immedi-
ately, enemy shells fired at them showed
them its exact position, one which he had
hurriedly taken up. I was on flat
ground o the open plain, but between
them and it stretched a belt of hummocks
having been formed by sand gathered
round the roots of the tough and heather.
like desert shrabs. This surface was
about as bad as it could be for breaking
the springs of cars; but the drivers who
had now attained to an cxtraordinary de-

gree of efficiency in such work safely
negotiated it.  Once through, the cars
formed in line abreast, and charged

straight home at the enemy.

Never was a surprise attack more effec-
tive; the enemy were canght just as they
were about to march. 1neir camels were
already loaded, some of the Vinfa.ntry were
even then on the move, and many of the
31ns had just been limbered up.  But the
remainder at once opened fire a very hot
fire on the advancing cars from every-
thing available, machine-guns, mountain-
guns, and rifles. As the cars dashed for-
ward the shells whizzed just over ths top
of them, to burst harmlessly in the open
desert a mile or two behind; but by a
miracle not a single car was directly hij,

aithorgh the gunners stuck to their guns
were right among them.

for their part, <

artillery-men aud offic
or capiured almest to o
In

i

nan.
a very shorl time the cnemy were in

tute of panic and rousi,
their arms, they fled h

a
@y
in every di
sume avenue of eeay :
spiiting monsters who pursued them so re-
dy.

The cars continged
ing up the demoralised bands of the enemy
late in the alternvon, sh. c.ing down
and scattering his

ction, In a vala

'
he 10om

lentles

{heir work of reund.

il
the lcaded canels,
forces to the four winds, until frem phy-
sical exhaustion and repulsion to more
killing, they could do no more.. As nizht
feli, they rebmmed to the ‘place wherve
they had first swiprized the enewy, DBir
Azais, or Bir Aziza, as it Is somotimes
called

Anocther strange incident of the Batile
of fizais was an extraordinary phenom-
enon displayed by some enemy camels. A
train of twenty of {hese animals was al-
rcady loaded up and moving off when
the cars first came on the scene; to pre-
vent their escaps machine-guns fire was
opened on them, with the surprising re-
sult that the poor animals at once burst
int6 flames and then blew to pieces! An
investigation = disclosed the fact that the
unfortunate beasts had been loaded with
bombs and petrol. ; R

The final resalt of this dashing action
by the armoured cars was that on the
British side ove officer was slightly wound.
ed.  Against this, on the other side of
the scale, sras the Turco-Senoussi army
entively smashed up and dispersed with
very heavy losses, which included one
German snd ten Turkish officers killed or
wounded, eighty prizoners and the capture
by the British of twe mountain-guns, nins
machine-guns, and & very large quantity
of ammunition, food, and stores of all
linds.  ‘Fhis by the unaided efforts of a
British force of thirty-two; thus were the
“Petrol Hussars' justified!

THE RESCUE OF THE TARA MEN.

By an odd card of fortune a letber writ-
ten by Captain Williams from Bir Halkkim
fell into the hands of the British. By a
second card of fortune a captured Sen-
oussi had been, in his youth, at this un-
known gpot in the desert 125 miles away,
and thought he could find the way there.
The third card in the hands of Fate was
that the daring Duke of Westminster was
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ab hundd wilh Lis cars and welud
rescue the prisoners. The concluding
stages of the trip are described :—

Bat still thers were no signs that they
wero nearing their destination, The gnides
were arguing vigorously with each other
and appeared miore -uncertain than ever
as to their whereabouts, At mile eighty.

wo they took the cars off the road and
headed ‘across the open desert, af wurst
south-wesb, and then south sonth-west and
then south. Looking round at mile eighty-
seven they saw  that they had passed
round the western edge of the
low hills which had been to
southward of them since mile fifty.

The desert surface here was very stony,

but fortunately on the whele it was havd
going.  Ninety miles went by, & hundred
miles passed, and still there was no sion.
There wag a parbicularly bal mirage that
day, and from time to time they would
observe  what appeared to be willages,
horsemen, herds of cattle. But of these
the guides took no notice—and, as they
grazed, these phantoms vanished into thin
air, o

All this time they had been-looking for
a long fig-tree which the guide had told
them about; this fig-tree was the land
mark by Wwhich he would know his posi-
tion, and it waz close to their destina-
ticn.  But neither of this tree, nor of any
other fixed mark, could they see any trace,
nothing but the deceptive oft-changing
shimmer of the mirags. ’

A hundred and ten miles passed. No
ope any longer spoke, they were nearly
halfway through their petrol, and they
had the return journey to make. wnwery-
one now believed that to go further was
useloss, everyone except one man, ‘The
Duke of Westminister that day was in 2
mood ‘which i designated in {Be vulgar
seaman’s vocabulary as “bloody-minded,”
that is io say, obstinate, determined,

| brooking no opposition to his will, impati.

ent of futile argument against his set pur.
pose. To the arguments of the faint.
hearted as to the danger of running ounb
of petrol, he only replied that in’ that
cagse they could stop where they wers and
send back some of the cars for more. 8o
long as the guides held out the least hope
of being able to find the way, so long as
they did not acknowledge themselves ut-
terly lost, he refused even to consider the
possibility of failure.

They went on, A hundred and fifteen
miles went by, and anxious looks were
cast in the Duke's direction., To go

the -

 p—
D
FHIR

NITURE.

-

=N

o

To thasz in szarch of Quality and Valus, Inspect our
Stock and gst our Quotations,

We carry ths Largest
Seocks in Iavarcargill, all of Our Owa Manufacture, . .

W. STRANG & CO.

THE LOTAL FURNITURE FIRW,
ESK & KELVIN STREETS, INVERCARGILL.

further seemed macness!

Achmerd *he guide had been peering in- :

tently into the brown sea of descrt on the
loft.  Suddenly he shouted excitedly and
threw himself off the automobile. which
had been moving at twenty miles an hour.

He had sighted the fiz-tree and rrovi-
dence’s fourth card was on tho tabie!l

With his one eye Achmed had been the
irst to note what all those other eyes
could mot see; but now they all saw it
clearly, = standing alone anu  sobzary,
blasted and gnarled by a hundred years
of drought and desert winas.

Achmed went up to the free. fell on
his knees. and having given thanks to
Allah, the giver of all good things, he
scraping atvay the sand with his hands.
exposing ss he did so the coping of an
ancient well. It was, bhe explained, the

Cwell of sweed waters.” a well at which

he had often watered his father’s flocks 1n
his bovhood days, but now it was choked
with sand and useless.  Only the ancient
fAg-tree remained to show where the well
aad heen.

“The way to Bir Hakkim was now clear
and open; they were no longer lost, But
what could they hope to find when they
got there? The chances were still ten to
one that the prisoners would have been
moved elzewhere long before now.  Or
aven at that moment, when the cars ap-
peareqt, the guards might set on them and
kill them, if they were still there. They
knew not what forces they might have
opposed to them, and Bir Hakkim was,
for »l' they xnew, a strongly-defended
place.  Were they, at long last, to und
that this hare-brained quixotic venture
against the unknown, after giving some
promise of snccess was doomed to dis- ¢
appcintment? It scemed move than prob- l
able. 1

With pent-np emotion, their cars raced |
forward onece more. Ten or.twelve miles |
further on they sighted a huge mound,
and just to the right of it a small heap of
stones on a low ridge; the guide informed
them that it was their destination. A
few seconds more and what looked in the
mirage like a large encampment whn
white-clad figures, came into view: it was
the 5 tents of the prisoners at Bir Hakkim,
But to those in the cars, owing to mirage,
it leoked like a good sized village, where
considerable resistance might be expected. |
The Duke sent forward a ecar ic recon-
noitre, anotner following,

A faint British cheer came to. his ears,

Providence had played her last card.
She had gone nap and won!

At that eheer the whole convoy rushed
forward. The sight of them was the spec-
tacle that grected my unbelieving eyes ab
Biv Hakkim at 3 p.m. in the afternoon
of St Patrick’s day, 1916.

A CALLIPOL) MEDAL,

TREATMENT OF CONSCIENTIOUS
’ OBJECTORS.

A meeting of the executive of the Re-
turned Soldiers’ Assnciation, Dr Poxer
presiding, discussed the question of a
Gallipoli medal for members of the N.Z.
E.F., who took part in the campaign. |
The sscretary reported that the Govern-
ment was keeping the matter steadily m
view, A petition to Parliament was sug-
gested.

The president stated that only 10 per
cent. of New Zealand soldiers who went
abroad ever saw Gallipoli. He thought
many would prefer a special medal to
that awful thing, the 1914-15 star, a dis-
graceful medal.  All that the British
War Office proposed was special batile
clasps.  The issus of a medal to New
Zealanders and Australians was held up
by the British War Office.

It was resolved to await further advice.

The question of the treatment of con-
scientions objectors was considered. It
was stated that there were 2000 shirkers
still at large in the Dominion. The presi-
dent said the Prime Minister’s recent an-
nouncement meant that the 2000 remain-
ing objectors would be deprived of their
civil rights.

Mr T. BE. Seddon, M.P., said there
wonld be civil prosecution.

Mr E. Leadloy, of Christchurch, said

!

. "Phone--1821,

“

MOTORISTS

We have just Landed a Shipment of

“EXCELSIOR” MOTOR CYGLES.
“THE BIG X.”

A YEAR AHEAD OF EVERYTHING,

Call and Inspect these Machines bofore Purchasing Elsewhers.
~—Also Complete Stocks Of—

GYCLES, CYCLE TYRES AND SUND RIES, MOTOR CYCLES, MOTOR
CYOLE TYRES AND ACCESSORIES,

WE STOCK DUPLICATE PARTS FOR ALL MACHINES,
PRICES CANNOT B E BEATEN,

A. R. FRASER,

PREMIER RUBBER STORES,

Tay Street. Opposite Courbhouse,

OUR

that meant nothing. He moved that the
executive of the Association should con-
centrate on seeing that the men who had
shirked should not have their civil rights
restored.

The president: That. is the danger. We
do not want to see those men back in any
political power.

H.Z.R.S.A,

WAR GRATUITIES,

The following resame of the principal
gratuity anomalies met with has been sup.
plied by the general secretary of the N.Z.
R.8.A., published for general informa-
tion :—

GRATUITIES IN THE CASE OF
DECEASED SOLDIERS.

It was found that in a number of cases
where a soldier died either on active ser-
vice or after return to New Zealand (be-
fore gratuity had been paid to him) tnere
was was no relative or dependant eligible
within tha scops of the Act to receive
this gratuity. (Those eligible were wife,
children, father, mother, or any person
in receipt of a pension as a dependant).
‘whe Government has now agreed to pay
the gratuity to his next-of-kin, or bene-
ficlary uwnder his will, or allottee, or any
person or persons whom t{he Minister of
Defence thinks fit.  All these cases have
to be brought before the Pensions Doard
for final adjudication,

PAYMENT OF GRATUITY TO V.A.D.’s

Under the presént regulations a V.A.D.
had to comply with the following reguire-
ments befors she could obtain a gratu-
ity == -

1.—To have signed an agreement to
serve with the N.Z.E.F.

2.—To have been paid and administered
by the N.Z.E.F.

3.—To have served not Iess than twelve
months contkmuously.

4,—To have been domiciled in N.%4. ve-
fore the war.

The Government was recommended to
cut out (3) and (4), as the gratuity should
be paid for the period of service irrespec-
tive of domicile. It is believed that this
will be done, but all these cases have been
forwarded to Sir J. Allen for final adjudi
cation, so that nothing definite will bo
known for a time.

——r—

Gratuity in the case of a soldier evacu-
ated sick or wounded from a theatre of
war and who  re-embarked for active
gervice, .

‘The Government has agreed to pay:—

1.—The minimum of eighfeen months
for the first period of service, plus
2. —QGratuity for actual number of days

overseas for second subsequent period of
service.

Uratuity payable in cases where goldiers
have had six calendar months' hospital
treatment after they returned to .4,
evacuated from a theatre of war. N

The Government has agreed to pay the
soldier & two years’s minimura if he had:
very considerable periods of hospital treat-
mend boih as an n-paliost and oul-palicnt
after retorn to New Zealand. ‘

Period of service in New Zealand on

| Duty :—

No grant to be made for period of fur-
lough service in New Zealand, It was
agreed by the Special Committee that the
principle of gratuities for overseag ser-
vices only should be adhered to.

The following will be the itinerary of

the War Pensions Board during the nexb
two weeks \—
- December 3, Glenorchy; December 4
and. 5, Queenstown; December 6, Pem-
broke ; December 7, Cromwell; December
8, Alexandra; December 9, Roxburgh;
December 10, Lawrence; December 11,
Milton ; December 12, Dunedin ; December
13, Middlemarch; December 14, Hantur-
ly; December 15, Omakau; Deccember 16,
Dhunedin ; December 17, leave for Weting,
ton; December 18, arrive WWellingtorw.

APPLICATIONS FOR LAND.

WHICH BOARD TO JUDGE.

A case recoutly came before the Dune-
din executive of the R.S.A. of a Dune-
din man who had made application for &
section which was to be balloted tor in
another land district, He was examined
by the Otago Land Board, who reported
favourably in regard to his suitability,
but the Board which was conducting the
ballot did not accept this report; they
did not regard him as a suitable appiicant
and” his. name was not allowed to go to
the ballot, The man in guestion was of
the opinion that the rule in such cases
was that the report of the Board which
first examined him, in this case the Otago
Tand Board, must be accepted, and he
therefore felt aggrieved at being exclud'ed
from the ballot. The Dunedin executive
referred the matter to the Lands Depart-
ment for a ruling, and the Under-Secre-
tary in reply stated that an outside Board
might examine en applicant &nd fc?rwv'ad't:
full particulars for the information ©
the local Board, but that the latter body
was the sole judge of the eligibitity of
the applicant to participate in the ballot.
Men seeking land in districts other than
their own would do well to note this fack



