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A thing that puzzles me a Jot
Is that I always seo

‘he others fellows all have got
A better job than me.

——

While we dnily read the bitter com-
plaints of the cleigy about failing church
membership and attendance, and other
indications of decay in religious feeling, a
recent cabled item informed that
Conan Doyle's initial Jecture on Spiritual-
ism packed the Sydney Town Ifall. These
wo facts, considered together, are signi-
ficant. No doubt many of Conan Doyle's
vast audience were attracted by curiosity
and other motives, but it is, I think,
reasonable to assume that the majority
were actuated by the hope of receiving
some satisfying answer to that oldest and
most absorbing questions, “Does Death
End AP 1f so, it would seem to prove
that the clergy are at fault in their de-
ductitons; that the truly religious in-
stinct in mankind is not moribund; that
the hunger of the human soul for ‘‘the
fruit of the tree of kuowledge” still per-
sisls-—in an more intense degree,
perhaps, becanse of the terrible events of
the last few But to-day
want more nourishing spiritnal pabu-
Jum than satisfied their forefathers, and
the churches do not seem to ke able to
“‘deliver the goods.” Spiritualism, "on
the other hand, malkes the claim (with
what truth, T kuow not) that it can and
will. 1t promises something real, pear,
demonstrable, tangible. Can we wonder
that the people in their~soul-hunger are
attracted by it as flies by sumr?  Iis.
following already runs into mili’ ns, and
is daily increasing by thousands, despite
the many exposures of fraud and trick-
ery in comnection with it. Small wonder
that the churches dread and oppose the
most formidable rival they have ever had.
Vhether it turns out a mere passing
“masdness, or proven to posscss the ele-
ments of a stable and satisfying religion,
time alone will tell
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“[ want to join the angel band,”
Sang Willie in the cheir-

Next day his gun exploded. and
He got his heamrt's desive. '

BY JACQUES.

Laagh where we must, be candid whers ve can:—-Pope.

Recently a returned .soldier in Buck-
inghamshire applied for a military pen-
sion, and was astonished to discover that
he was dead. He hotly debated the mat- |
ter, as up to that time he had received :
no intimation of the fact and so was
paturally sceptical of its truth.  The’
War Office, however, had no doubts ab:
all; there it was in black and white, and
the dispute was finally clinched by the 1
anthorities supplying the number of his
grave and its location. And what a-dda|
to the bumowr of the incident is the fact
that the autherities are now demanding

" jncome tax from this offcially dead man.
This he refuses to pay, on the reasonable
grounds that il he is too dead fn receive |
a pension he is surely dead eunough to!

At present

be

Le oxempt from taxation.
there iz a deadlock, but it would
hardly prephesying too much to say that
red-tape will win both ways.  As ap ex-
ample of offcial ineptitude this instance
mnst just about reach the dizzy Hmit.

Gtill @ case within my own experience
bore a close famnily resemblance to the
foregoing. About 1892 the Queensland
electoral rolls were being very drastically
purged, and -among others the name of
“Jacques” ruthlessly  expunged.
Learning of this I applicd for its rein-
staternent, only te be gravely informed
by a wise Jacking and be-spectacled of-
ficial that T was dead, done, deceased, de-
funct, a mere sad and beautiful memory.
Like Mark Twain, I considered the re-|
port somewhat exaggerated, and produced :
documentary ard other evidence to con-i
vince the duthorities that I was really T
and not some other- fellow, that I was,
pctually above earth in Queensland, and |
not in h—though the difference is not:
great.  But all in vain; the official mind i
is impenetrable by m‘gumenb,'eﬂ'denca,!
or anything lighter and blunter than an |
axe. I was dead and buried, and t,hatl

1
i

was

was all there was about it; and 1 was
pever resurrected, so fav as the Queens-
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land electoral roll was concerned. Truly
the red-tape mind is a fearsome thing.

“We look before and after,
Ard sigh for what is not—""

The cards we throw away this hand
Might help the next a lot.

“Vae Victis’—which is Latin, or some-
thing, for “(lod help the bottom dog in
a gerap.” ™~ In the good old days it was
the custom for- the victor to take and
hold the vanquished in bondage, and sit
back easy. while the hellots sweated. It
was a grand plan, and worked well for
the top dog. It iz pleasing to note
a present-day tendency to revive those
glorious old customs, and already consid-
erable success has been achieved in that
direction.  The latest instance presents
itself the latest ‘‘stand-and-deliver’”
of the Sawmill Workers’ Union.””  Thab
body, flushed with their many recent suc-
cesses over their hereditary enemies, the
employers, have decided at last to pub
the ghackles on the latter as a proper
penalty for their presumption in oppos-
ing them.  Note, for example clause 7
in their demands:

“Any member of the Union over
months in arreara shall have samec de-
ducted from his wages by his employer
who shall pay the same over to the
Taion.” - :

Could anything be more exquisitely
ironical and better calculated to sink the

in
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fron deep into the souls of their adver- |

saries and slaves. The proud and power-
fal congneror sets the conquered at debt-
collecting, tax-gathering and other "hu-
miliating tasks {presumably without com-
misison or othsr remuneration) to still
further strengthen the means of the lat-
ter’s stiil” greater subjugation. Verily it
was a cynical genius who conceived the
idea.  Again Vae Victis.

By the way, it scems to me that there
is an interesting legal point raised by the
foregcing insolent demand. " Under the
Truck Act—which used to be regurded as

“7 s 22.26, 16.11, 26.31, 11.16,

DRAUGHTS.

{Conducted by F. Hutchins).

et

All communications of interest to read-
ers of this column to be addressed to
“Draughts Editor,”” 28 Biggar street.

PRUBLEM 36.
By W. T. Breadbent, Cldhanm,
" {No. 53 in “‘Bolton Chronicle’ '},
Black,
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1White.

Black to play and win.
Black 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15.
White 14, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 27.
: An intricate finish.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM 35.
By H. ¥. Shearer, Dundee.

(No, 1534 in “People’s Journal’).
Black 4, 5, Kings 22, 23.
White Kirgs 11, 14, 15.

Fither to play and White to draw.
White to play.

11.16 10.15 16.12 25.22
A,23.26 25.21 8.11 14.18
16.11 15.10 10.7 5.9
26.30 B, 30.25 11.15 18.11
15.10 11.16 12.16 9.14
22.25 4.8 Drawn.

23.27, 16.11,
27.24, 11.16, 24.20, 16.11, 31.27, 25.10,
27.24, 10.7.—Drawn.

5. 30.26, 11,16, 4.8, 156.12.—Drawn.

Black to draw. :

«, 22.26 27.24 20.16 *8.12

11.16 *16.12 7.2 19.23

26.31 23.1¢ 16.11 2.6

16,11 D,16.11 12.8 15.18

31.27 £24.20 11.15 6.9°
11.16 11.7 Drawn.

¢, 23.26, 15.10, 26.30, 10.15, 22.25, 15.10,
25.21, 10.15, 30.26, 15.10.—Drawn.
p. Now into C. ¥, Barker's farsous ‘““Tri-
angle Draw.” )
SOUND OPENINGS.

Some of our openings are hased upon

sounder principles than other openings. |

Analysis has nevertheless modified the at-
tack, as, in the case of less sound open-
ings, it bas completely demolished it. We
must, however, warn weaker players that

(m:i of t’]wt glories oflL:a,bour's pollizicai but little reliance is to be placed upon
achlevements—no employer MAy COAUCY 4}, fa04 {hat such and such an opening is

any part of the wages of an employee
(with the sole exception, I thiik, of cash
actually advanced on account) without
the latter’s sanction.  If that is correct,
as I believe it to be, then the action of
the Union in making such a demand is
tantamount to inciting the employer to
break the law.  Therefore the Union
wonld seem to lay itself open to prosecu-
tion and a short term of imprisonment—
say twenty or thirty years. But, per-
haps, Trades Unions to-day, like Kings,
are above all laws. The plight of tha
employer, if the Courts concede the de-
mand, will not be a pleasant one. He
will have no other choice than DLetween
being punished. for o fracture of the
Truck Act on the one hand, or for violat-
ing the ordinances of the Union on the
other.

L8ST WAR MEDALS.

An instruction as to replacement cf
lost war medals {1914-1915 Star) has been
issued by GLU.Q. In order to prevent
war medals falling into the possession of

unauthorised persons, the replacement of ;

lost medals can be authorised only when i

satisfactory proof of loss ds forthcoming.
Replacement of the 1914-1915 Star wili ke
made only on the following conditions :—
Serving soldiers—Claims for replacemant
will be investigated by a Board of In-
quiry. Discharged  soldiers.—Applica-
tions for replacement must be made in
the form of a statutory declaration set-
ting out the circumstances under which
the loss was sustained; that six months
have elapsed since the loss, and that every
reasonable effort has been made to re-
cover the medal,

to cover cost of replacement. The De-
partment may refuse to make a fresh
issue if the evidence of loss is consider-

. ed unsatisfactory or to indicate that the

loss was tho outcome of carelessness.

The world’s diamond industry is practic-
ally monopolised by the De Beers syndi-
cate in South Africs,

"~ All applications must »
be accompanied by. a remittance of 3s 6d

e (e)13.17, 2213,

considered unsound.  Unless the prin-
ciples of iteare known it will, curious to
say, have the opposite result of defeating
the weaker player with greater expedi-
eney.
WILL O’ THE WISP. °
(In the “Draughts World.”").

By Piper R. Menzies, India.

11.15 25.22 8.11 w118
23.19 4.8 A,32.28 . 1216
‘9.13 19.15 1115 19.12
22.18 7.10 . 30.2% 15:18
15.22 24.20 9.14 22.15
25.18 10.19 26.23 10.26
5.9 23.1 1.5 31.22
29.25 14.23 1,20.16 14.17
10.14 26.19 ¢, 6.9 21.14
27.23 3.10 16.11 9.25
8.11 28.24 2.6 Drawn,

A. Given as a loss in var.

. 63, “Drum-
mond’s Second.” :

I m. To correct same wvar. where 31.26 is

! played.
cco (o277, (e)161, 7.16, 24.20, 15.24,
28.19, 6.9, 20.11, 10.15, 19.10, 14.17,

21.14, 9.25.- Drawn.
(r)-15.18, 22.15,

Drawn. _

E. 21.17, 14.21, 23.18 also draws.

15.18, 16.11, 18.27,
10.18,. 31.15.—W.

D. 14.17, 21.7, 2.27.—

19.16, 12.18, 24.15,

wins.

L6 5.9, 1611 —W. wins,

H. 24.20, 15.24, 28.19, 12.16, 19.12, 10.15,
11.7, 14.17, 21.14, 9.25, 7.3, 6.9.—Drawn,

The following shows a neat win in the

“Defiance.”’

h,oeps shrk20.a c¢m shrd ,shrdulshrdl
1115 258 15.24 22.18 37 324
2313 5.14 28.19 4.8 18.¢ 8.11
9.14 29.25 1115 18.154 13.17c 30.25
2123 1115 3228 1631 2114 7.10
811 2522 156.24 26.22 6.13 925.22
22.18 7.11  28.19 0.13 156 10.14
15.22 2420 9.6 22,18 2.27 Black
wins,

A. 20.16 is the correct move to draw.

B If 1.5, 16.16, 14.17, 21.14, 9.27, and
Vhite wins,

¢. This idea oceurs in several openings,

Pasture Notes.

PASTURES, DRAINAGE AND
HERBAGE.

In New Zealand the pasture occupies
a far greater area in proportion to that
devoted to crops than is usually known
in other countries. It is quite natural
that this should be the position, for the
plants of our pasture  have a longer
season of growth than thcse of most
other countries. The pastures of New
Zealand are its greatest riches.  The
question may, however, be asiked, aroe
these pastures in the best condition? It
is helieved that it will be accepted thab
the reply cannot be in the affirmalive,
Many of ‘these pastures remain  un-
drained, or but little attempt has been
made to remove surplus water.  This is
a  condition that is adverse to the
greatest production of herbage of many of
the most desirable varieties of grasses
and clovers. Tt is fully admitted that
the cost of draining is a serious item to
consider; still the improved coudition of
the pasture is a warrant for the under-
taking, and there are few pastures where
draining is wanted that will fail to repay
the outlay within a reasonable time.
The advantages are immediate and
numeroug, the production is greater, the
better varietice of grasses and legumes
may be grown, ths season is lepgthened,
and most of all, the very reason of the
existence of pastures, the maintenance
of live steck in a thriving condition is
secured. In the well-drained pasture the
parasites that affect the animal fail to
obtain the favourable habitat of the
water-logged soil, and certain discases
are loss formidable on the warmer wejl-
drained farms.

Tt canmuot fail to Le rvecognised that
field drainage should receive much
greater attention; in fact, the increasing
price of land will enforce improvement.
The rush-coversd water-saturated coun-

&

,try may have been permitted, when the

unearned  increment was the most
secare and profilable production of the
farms of New Zcaland. That increment
may be accepted as becoming less assured
and very decidedly of a Jess yapid har-

wvesting. The improved condition of the

land ig the nccessity. of the present, and
the first step to that is drainage.

There are other improvements also to
be undertaken.

tial lime to be liberally applied. . With
thig there are the usually accepted ferti-
lisers to be used. To these ihe plants
of the pasture respond in actual prepor-

‘tion to the extent of the application, and

the live stock participates with tho fav-
ourable conditions of the soil to rapidly
affect the desired alteration in the pas-
ture. The clovers from forming but =
small part of the herbage become the
greater.  With this the animals thrive
better, and the greater  stock-carrying
capacity of tha pastre s guickly wani-
fested, and with this, the greater the
abundance of the clover, ihe areater the
quantity of nitrogen that will be ob-
tained and the greater fertility of the
goil is secured. ) .

WHITE  CLOVER.

It may be that u pasture befove drain-
ing and treatment is so unsuitable to
plants of the family of legumes that few
clover or trefail plants ave present.
When this is the position secd of these
plants may be surface sown with fair
resulls, It iz, however, absolutely use-
less {o expeet to establish
such pastures,

clovers on
until the. indicated im-
provementg have been allowed the ueces-
sary time to assert themselves. It is
futile to expect w01} {o dry as soon a3
drains ave made, or soil to mellow so
soon a3 lime has been spread. The
firgt spring {fellowing the draining and
treatment will cxhibit improvement, then
the addition of clover seed sown on the
surface of the ground is warranted and
that will be greatly helped with a top-
dressing of a phosphatic manure fol-
lowed with chain harrowing. = We hear
great claims for the wonder working
Wilg White Clover, with the furthér
claim that it is a distinet variety of
the usmal White or Duteh or Creeping
clover, and the. prices quoted in Great
Britain are not less than 35s a pound.
It is, however, fairly assured that colon-
fal-grown White Clover possesses just
about the identical qualifications as the
lately made fashionable wild variety..

ALSIKE.

It has to be accepted that there are
soils and conditions = that may not be
amenable to the treatment required to
ad!r}it White clover to become abundant.
Tt is in such circamstances that Alsike
becomes useful. This variety is, of course,
well known, but is not possibly of such
general knowledge that it will grow on
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