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THE ATTACK OF AUQGUST 21, 1918

Following up the successiul advance by
the 4th Army further south and the enemy
retreat on the sector described in the previ-
ous article, a blow was struck by the drd
Army{ including the New Zealanders,
early in the morning of Wednesday, Aung-
ust 21st.  The following account is the
best which can be gleaned from the vari-
oups correspondents, up to the time of
going to press, of the part played by our
men,

“The Daily Chronicle” says i— -

“A blow is belng strack along a front
of eight or nine miles of country lying
almost equally distant from Arras on the
north and Albert on the South.

“It cannot be called a hilly country, but
it is a fairly high platean of sand and chalk,
divided into long, low ridges by small
watercourses which flow deviously into the

Scrape, near Arras, on the one side, and |.

into the Ancre,
other.

“I lately described the lower half of the
front now concerned as seen from the ter.
rible wood of Gommecourt on the day
when one of vur corps discovered that the
enemy opposite them was withdrawing
from the regicm of Luisicux and Serre.
The whole region is marked by names
famoug or mournful in former fighting,
such as Gommecomrt, the two Achiets,
and Thiepval, far down across the Ancre,
while due east [rom Puisieux, cnly seven
miles awuy, stands Bapaume. ’

“The whole region is also marked by
graves, muany of date from the
French resistance of nearly four years ago,
and by a complicated system of French,
British and German irenches, of various
dales, but all equally obstructive to the
movements of troops as are the miles of
Larbed wive which litter the eurface,

“Opposite to our diviisiong the Germans
had the 17th avmy uader General Otto
von Below,

“lheir front llue,
them, was thin but deep.

above Albert, ou ihe

which

as is now uwsual with
It was ar-
ranged 1ot in continuous trenches put in
isolated ouipests and machine-gan pesi-
tions cne behiud the other to a coasider-
able depth.

“The night wag very siill, ut as the
hours parsed a wet mist formed over the l
earth, thungh the shy remained cloudless
sometines one could zec a star. 8o |
hick did the mist become that between

pliyg with noist
wardg five o'clock the first
dawn was just perceptible,

“Suddenly at five minutes to five, the
foggy air ¢hook with the outburst of our
gung and orange tongues Hickered in the
obscurity.  For nearly three bours that
torvent of smoke and fire and death con-
tinued like the mceszant throbbing of a
gigantic mill.

“Under the Larraye the men went {for-
ward in waves, not leaping out of trenches
or rushing wildly on, but waliing quickly
forward across No Man’s Laud, the sccond
wave guickly following the first.

Some of the wouuded who hecan to
trickle back teli me that the tanks led
the first line of assantt by about 100 ]
yards. It is almost impossible to learn
facts from eye-wilvessea in an engage-

ment in which the issue aind the personal
strain is so great.

“But this memning the inevitable per-
plexity was much inercased by the densc
mist and the smoke bay
maity hours upon the high ground clote
1 was unable to sce
for more than 50 yards in any direction,
and it was not ‘til! abont 11 that the mist
dissolved leaving the lLot and cloudless
day of carly autumn.

“At first the mist was to our advantage,
and one can imagine nothing more per-
suceive of smrrender than the sudden ap-
pearance of a monstrous tank out of ob-
seurity hearimy down with all its guns
blazing and booming like an old three-
decker going inlo action.  Anvhow, very
few Germans stayed to inquire furtber;
but at the same time, the mist led to  some
confusion as I wag told, both among the
infantry and the tanks themselves. Ry
7 o’clock little parties of prisoners began
to come down the paths, many of them
carrying British wounded.”

BT
e, which hung I

outside Bucquoy.

“The Times” says:

“The troops r-gaged were all from the
British Isles escept a certain number of
New Zealanders, who made the first part
of the attack on a section of the front,
and did it admirably, taking over 200
prisoners, including eight officers, with less
than that number of casualtes to them-
selves.

“At the time of finishing my dispatch

to be expected that be would show some
stoutness somewhere before the day was
over. As a matter of fact, the opposition
was of the feeblest character throughout
the forenoon, and it may be that the
hwried getting away of their guns, of
which I have spoken, explains the feeble-
ness of the German artillery. Only at
certain points Jater did the enemy really
show fight, and this chiefly on the south-
ern part of our advance.

“‘Beaucourt, Puisieux, Duecquoy, and
Moyeunville and other places offeved no
very stubborn resistance, and the descrip-
tions convey the impression that the Ger.
mans were holding their advanced posi-
tiong rather lightly.”

The enemy  courter-attacked heavily
early in the day, but was repulsed. It
is said that the New Zealand casualties
are very light,

Captain Ross,
says i—

Official Correspondent,

“At dawn this morning a long line of
British troops, among whom the ..ew
Zealanders were represented, attacked the
enemy in a new battle south of Arras.
1ne utmost secrecy possible was main-
tained regarding this operation, and the
divisions concerned had to. make their
preparations hurriedly during the past few
days.  The result was that the enemy
was completely surprised, his first trenches
stormed before he was thoroughly awale,
many prisoners taken, and considerable
territory gained along a fairly extensive
front. The weather was exceedingly
favourable for .our plans. A grey day, in
which the enemy planes could uo niothing,
was succeeded by bright moonlight, but
towards morning a heavy mist enveloped
the landscape so that the assembly of owr
troops was unknown to the enemy. Prac-
tically all movement necessary was done
by Under a  bright meon
troops marched from the back arcas with
their bands playing,
and horse teams and mechanical tran-
sports swung round.a corner of our village
street towards the battle front—an inspir-
ing sight.

night

and sweating mule

“At five minutes to five, sammer time,
our gung all along the line opened a
thunderous bairage and treops followed
close upon it.  There was no preliminary
bombardment ; the mist was almoest like a
London fog, and even from an advanced
position it was impossible to see anything
of the Laltle. TLater on the sun made
two or three attempts to break the veil.
For aud marched
neaver the front withont sceing anything,
but we could - tell from the absence of
machine-guu fire, except in a few isolated
spots, and from the feeble reply of .the
enemy artillery, that the surprise was
complete. Rarly in the morning the first
batelt of priseners loomed threngh the
fog in charge of a sturdy New Zealander.
They were Bavariavs and seemed not sorry
to bave been captured. The New Zea-
landers gathered  about them and e
listened to amusing attempts at conversa-
tion. Both these and others whom we
saw Joter gazed about them with incredul-
ity when we told them of the recent suc-
cosseg of the Allies and the large hauls
of guns and prisoncers.  This news jad
been -kept hidden from them. One wound-
ed man, to whem I gave a picce of choe-
olate, secmcd greatly astonished anu re-
marked : “We have not had that in Ger-
many for a long time now.”  They said
that foed was getting scarce, bat that the
soldiers had enough.  Generally speaging,
the prisoners were a good lot snd well
ctothed.  Another thing they would not
believe was the number of Americans in
France,

“Mever Lefore have I seen a battle in
which for so many hours fighting was so
one-sided. At an early howr we hcard
that the New Zealanders had caplured
their fivst objective and that their losses
had been extremely little.  On our right
and left other troops were going well.
une on our left attacked on a broad frout
and other fresh troops followed it and
went on, on the same breadth of line.
The New Zealanders atlacked iu dashing
style in a dense fog and forced their way
into the enemy defences, surprising the
enemy, killing and wounding some, and
capturing others who did not show fight.
Que or two pockets which had been over-
run in the fog gave some irouble for a
time with machineguns, but these were
quickly dealt with and their gun crews
either wiped out or made prisoner. In
company with the London Correspondent
of the New Zealand papers I walked along
our front line. By 10 o'clock the sun
had pierced the mist, which rapidly dis-
appeared, and the remainder of the day
was Dblazing hot. A damaged tank and
some dead Germang in a shell
hole just  beyond  the German
front line indicated where the baitle had
begun. The air was now alive with our
planes, the stutter of machine-guns over-
head announced a fight in the air, and the

five hours we walled

anti-aireraft guns.  Other German gun-
ners had now warmed to the work, and
four balloons we could see distinctly ahead
were evidently directing their fire. In a
hollow were some of our tanks held in
leash.  Others wuich had gone on ahead,
and which we could see on the crest of a
ridge, became a target for German gun-
ners, and our advancing troops and re-
serveg were also being shelled.  Uther
shells screamed overhead into what was
now our back aren, and a 5.9 battery
crumped the trench close at hand on our
right, the instantaneous fuse bursts send-
ing the fragments almost to our feet, but
this latter at least was ineffective shelling,
for there was nothing living there to hit.
Almost all the wounded we saw were Ger-
mans from which we gathered that our own
casualties were light.  Indeed, at mid-
day we came upon two horse ambulances

well up towards the front which hada been |

waiting for fowr hours without having
anything to do. By mid-day the New
Zealauders had captured over 200 prisoners
and several machine-guns, Cur own artil-

lery and machine-gun  companies and
trench mortars did good work.  Early

in the day we saw howitzers and other
guns moving forward, and there wos con-
siderable traffic on the roads which, earlier
that morning, had been enemy territory.”

Mr C. B, W, Bean, Official Correspond-
ent with the A.L¥., says :—

“The advance started in a mist. By
mid-day the New Zealanders and the Bri-
tish were well past Achjet le Pelit, and
the British had reached the railway near
Achiet le Grand. Some of ug walked out
over that old battlefront, from which now
for the second time the Germans are re-
treating.  Relics of ihe four years of war
are thick over the countryside. ‘Lhe
graves of the British and Germans of
1016, 1917 and 1918 are side by side. In
the foreground the magnificent New Zea-
landers.were holding the trenches atlotted
to them, cenfident that they could have
gone farther if allowed.

“On the horizon, capping the hill, there
looked down on the battle the very same
wood which looked down on Flers, Lesavs,
and even Pozieres. Its name is Loupart
Wood, which in old days held murderous
batteries.

“The New Zealanders said chey saw
Cermans running from it to-day. It is
only a few.miles from Bapaume, the irees
of which are again plainly visible, what
stirred an Australian more than anything
was that away to the sonth, only a few
miles beyond the flank, and just above the
nearer hifl, could be scen the bare castern
slope of that famous ridge on which slood
The old trecs of Conrcelette
were plainly  visible.”

Pozieres.

Laicr on the “Daily Chronicle’” Cor-
respondent says -~ )

1 am now at last allowed to mention |

that New Zealand troopg hold a most dis.
tinguished place in the Third Avmy, and
Australians in the Fourth. Both these
bodies of Overseas troops have within the
last two or thrce days maintained their
remarkable reputation for the gualities
which count in war, and there is hardly
anything to choose between them.”

“North of Miraument the New Zealand
Division, in the centre of the aftack,
struck in the direction of Bapaume, Ad-
vancing with irresistible dath and ceter-
mination, it curried the defences of Low-
part Wood, taking 400 prisoners.  Press-
ing forward with great gallantry it cap-
tared  CGrevillers and Blefvillers, and
reached Avesnes-les-Bapaume, on the out-
gkirts of Bapaume.’’

LEST WE FORGET!

As we ploughe our way across the sea
And home thoughts fill the mind,
Do we ever think of the days that are
gone :
And the cobbers we've left behind?
Of we learnt on wattle-

scarred flelds, .
And the males we found and lost,
Of days of sorrow and days of fame,
And all that our victories cost?

the lessons

As we gaze out on the silvery deep
And watch the crested wave,

Do we ever think of the men who sleep

Deep down in an ocean prave!?

Of the harvest vile of the submarine
And the toll of the lurking mine,

The struggle grim and end unseen
Of the heroes who’ve crossed the line?

~—By R.C.8,, in “Homeward Bound.”

Persons in Burma objoct to buildings
of more than ove storey, as they cannot
endure thoe thought of anybody’s feet be-
ing over their heads.

1920. 15
N.Z. DIVISION H yesterday I had heard of no case where | blue sky was punctuated with black burst: ‘ y '
UP YOUR !N AGTEBN' the enemy had really fought, but it was | of hundreds o?n:nz;lg f;:n th;c%e;rlilsl CH EAP MEAT- .
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