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N.Z. DIVISION IN ACTION.

(Extract from "Chronciles of the
N.Z.E.F.," August 30th, 1918).

THE ATTACK OF AUGUST 21, 1918.

Following up the successful advance by
the 4th Army further south and the enemy
retreat on thesector described in the previ-
ous article, a blow was struck by the 3rd
Army) including the New Zealanders,
early in the morning of VYednesday, Aug
ust 21st. The following account is the
best which can be gleaned from the vari-
oups correspondents, up to the time of
going to press, of the part played by our
men.

"The Daily Chronicle" says :— •

"A blow is being struck along a front
of eight or nine miles of country lying
almost equally distant from Arras on the
north and Albert on the South.
"It cannot be calied a hilly country, but
it is a fairly high plateau of sand and chalk,
divided into long, low ridges by small
watercourses which flow deviously into the
Scrape, near Arras, on the one side, and
into the Ancre, above Albert, on the
other.
"I lately described the lower half. of the
front now concerned as s.een from the ter-
rible wood of Gommecourt on the day
when one of our corps discovered that the
enemy opposite them was withdrawing
from the region of Puisieux and Serre.
The whole region is marked by names
famoug or mournful in former fighting,
such as Gommecourt, the two Achiets,
and Thiepval, far down across the Ancre,
while due east from Puisieux, only seven
miles away, stands Bapaume.
"The whole region is also marked by
graves, many of which date from the
French resistance of nearly four years ago,
and by a complicated system of French,
British and German tr,enches, of various
dates, but all equally ofcstructive to the
movements of troops as are the miles of
barbed wire which litter the surface.
"Opposite to our diviisions the Germa-ns
had _the 17th army under General Otto
von Below.
"Their front line, as is now usual with
them, was thin but deep. It was ar-
ranged not in continuous trenches out in
isolated outposts and machine-gun pcsi-
tions one behind the other to a consider-
able depth.
"The night was very still, but as the
hours passed a wet mist formed over the
earth, though the sky remained cloudless
and sometimes one could se,e a stax. >Eo
thick did the mist become that hetween
three and four o'clock the trees were drip-
pir;g with moisture almost like rain. To
wards five o'clock the first glimmer of
dawn was just perccptible.
"Suddenly at five minut.es to five, the
foggy air shook with the outburst of our
guns and orange tongues flickered iii the
obscurity. For nearly three hours that
torrent of smoke and fire and death con-
tinued like the incessant throbbing. of a
gigantic mill.
"Under the barrage the men went for-
ward in waves, not leaping out of trenches
or rushing wildly on, but walking quiekly
forward across No Man's Land, the second
wave quiekly following the first.
Some of the wounded who began to
trickle back tell me that the tanks led
the first line of assault by about 100
yards. It is almost impossible to learn
facts from eye-witnesses in an engage-
ment in which the issue and the personal
strain is so great.
"But tliis morning the inevitable per-
plexity was much increased by the dense
mist and the smoke barrage, which hung
many hours upon the high ground close
outside Bucquoy. 1 was rinable to see

for more than 50 yards in any direction,
aird it was not till about 11 that the mist
dissolved leaving the liot and cloudless
day of early autumn.
"At first the mist was to our advantage,
and one can imagine nothing more per-
suav.ve of surrender than the sudden ap-
pearance of a monstrous tank out of ob
scurity bearing down with all its guns
blazing and booming like an old three-
decker going into action. Anyhow, very
few German s stayed to inquire further;
but at the sarne time, the mist led to some
confusion as 1 was toki, both a-mong the

infantry and the tanks themselves. By
7 o'clock little pai'ties of prisoners began
to come down the paths, many of them
carrying British wounded."

"The Times" says:—

"The, troops r-^gaged were all from the
British Isles except a certain number of
New Zealanders, who made the first part
of the attack on a section of the front,
and did it admirably, taking over 200
prisoners, including eight officers, with less
than that number of casualtes to them
selves.
"At tlre time of finishing my dispatch

yesterda-y I had heard of no ca,se vhere
the enemy had really fought, but it was
to be expected that he would show some
stoutness somewhere before the day was
over. As a matter of fact, the opposition
was of the feeblest character throughout
the forenoon, and it may be that the
hurried getting away of their guns, of
which I have spoken, explains the feeble-
ness of the German artillery. Only at
certain points later did the enemy really
show fight, and this chiefly on the south-
ern part of our advance.
"B.eaucourt, Puisieux, Bucquoy, and
Moyeimville and other places oftered no
very stubborn resistance, and the descrip-
tions convey the impression that the Ger.
mana were holding their advanced posi-
tions rather lightly."
The enemy courter-attacked heavily
early in the day, but was repulsed. It
is said that Ihe New Zealand casualties
are very light.

Captain Ross, Offieial Correspondent,
says :—

"At dawn this morning a long line of
British troops, among whom the -.ev?
Zealanders were representecl, attacked the
.enemy in a new battle south of Arras.
Ine utmost secrecy possible was main-
tained regarding this operation, and the
divisions concerned had to make their
preparations hurriedly during the past few
days. The result was that the enemy
was completely surprised, his first trenches
stormed before he was thoroughly awake,
many prisoners taken, and considerable
territory gainect along a fairly .extensive
front. The weather was exceedingly
favourable for -our plans. A gi'ey day, in
which the enemy planes could no nothing,
was succeed,ed by bright moonlight, but
towards morning a heavy mist enveloped
the landscape so that the assembly of our
troops was unknown to the enemy. Prac-
tically all movement necessary was don,e
by nigh1 Under a bright moon
troops marched from the back areas. with
their bands playing, and sweating mule
and horse teams and mechanical tran-
sports swung round a corner of our village
street towards the battle front —an inspir-
ing sight.
"At five mmutes to five, summer time,
our guns all along the line opened a
thunderous barrage and troops followed
close upon it. There was no preliminary
bombardment ; the mist was almost like a
London fog, and even from an advanced
position it was impossible to see anything
of the battle. Later on the sun made
two oi* three attempts to break the veil.
For five hours we waited and marched
nearer the front without seeing anything,
but we could tell from the absence of
machine-gun fire, except in a few isolated
spots, and from the feeble reply of the
enemy artillery, that the surprise was
complete. Early in the morning the first
batch of pi'isonerg loomed through the
fog in charge of a sturdy New Zealander.
They were Bavarians and seemecl not sorry
to have been captured. The New Zea
landers gathered about them and we
listened to amusing attempts at conversa-
tion. Both these and others whom we
saw later gazed about tliem with incredul-

ity when we toki them of the recent suc-
cesscg of the Allies and the large -hauls
of guns and prisoners. This news ]rad
been'kept hidden from them. Oue wound
ed man, to whom I gave a piece of choc-

olate, seemed greatly astonished anu re-
marked : "We have not had that in Ger

many for a long time now." They said

that food was getting scarce, but that the
soldiers had enough. Generally speaiting,
the prisoners were a good lot and well
clothed. Another thing they wouid not
bclieve was the number of Americans in
France.
"N.ever before have I seen a battle in
which for so many hours fighting was so
one-sided. At an early hour we heard
that the New Zealanders had captured
their first objective and that their losses
had been extremely little. On our right
and left other troops were going well.
r^ne on our left attacked on a broad front
and other fresh troops followed it and
went on, on the same breadth of line.
The New Zealanders attacked in dashing
style in a dense fog and forc'ed their way
into the enemy defences, surprising the
enemy, killing aird wounding some, and
capturing others who did not show fight.
One or two pockets which had been over-
run in the fog gave some trouble for a
time with machine-guns, but these were
quiekly dealt with and their gun crews
either wiped out 01* made pi'isoner. In

company with the London Correspondent
of the New Zealand pap.ei's I walked along
our front line. By 10 o'clock the sun
had pierced the mist, which rapidly dis-
appeared, and the remainder of the day
was blazing hot. A damaged tank and
some dead Germana in a shell
hole just beyond the German
front line indicated where the battle had
begun. The air was now alive with our
planes, the stutter of machine-guns over-
head announced a fight in ihe air, and tha

blue sky was punctuated with black bursts
of hundreds of shellg from the German
anti-aircraft guns. Other German gun-
ners had now warmed to the work, and
four balloons we could see distinetly ahead
were evidently directing their fire. In a
hollow were some of our tanks held in
leash. Others wnich had gone on ahead,
and which we could see on the crest of a
ridge, became a target for German gun-
ners, and our advancing troops and re-
serves were also being shelled. uther
shells screamed overhead int-o wliat was
now our back area, and a 5.9 battery
crumped the trench close at hand on our
right, the instar.taneous fuse bursts send-
ing tlre fragments almost to our feet, but
this latter at least was ineffective 'shelling,
for there was nothing living there to hit.
Almost all the wounded we saw were Ger-
man3 from which we gathered that our own
casualties were light. Indeed, at mid-
day we came upon two horse ambulances
well up towards the front which hau been
waiting for four hours without having
anything to do. By mid-day the New
Zealanders had captured over 200 prisoners
and several machine-guns_ Our own artil
lery and machine-gun companies and
trench mortars did good work. Eariy
in the day we saw howitzers and other
guns moving forward, and there was con
siderable traffic on the roads which, earlier
that morning, had been enemy territory."

Mr C. E. W. Bean, Offieial Correspond
ent with the A.I.F., says :—

"The advance started in a mist. By
mid-day the New Zealanders and the Bri
tish were well past Achiet le Petit, and
the British had reached the railway near
Achiet le Grand. Some of ug walked out
over that old battlefront, from which now
for the second time the Germans are re-
treating. Relics of ihe four years of wai*
ar,e thicfc over the countryside. The

graves of the British and Germans of
191b, 1917 and 1918 are side by side. I11
the foreground the magnificent New Zea
landers, were holding the trenches aiiotted
to them, confident that they could have
gone farther if allowed.
"On the horizon, capping the liill, there
looked dowu on the battle the very same
wood which looked down on Flers, Lesars,
and even Pozieres. Its nanie is Loupart
Wood, which in old days held murderous
batteries.
"The N.ew Zealanders said they saw
Germans running from it t-o-day. It is
only a few .miles from Bapaume, the trees
of which are again plainlv visible. Wliat
stirred an Australian more than anything
was that away to the south, only a few
miles beyond the flank, and just above the
nearer hill, could be seen the bare eastern
slope of that famous ridge on which stood
Pozieres. The old trees of Courcelette
were plainly visible."

Later 011 the "Daily Chronicle" Cor

respondent gays -

"I am now at' last allowed to mention
that New Zealand troops hold a most dis,
tinguished place in the Third Army, and
Australians in the Fourth. Both these
bodies of Overseas troops have within the
last two 01* three days maintained their

remai'kable reputation for the qualities
which count in wai*, and there is hardiy
anything to choose between them."
"North of Miraumont the New Zealand
Division, in the centre of the attack,
struck in the direction of Bapaume. Ad-

1
vancing

with irresistible dash and aeter-

mination, it carried the defences of Lou
part Wood, taking 400 prisoners. Press-
ing forward with great gallantry it cap
tured Gr,evillers and Biefviilers, and
reached Avesnes-les-Bapaume, on the out-
skirtg of Bapaume."

LEST WE FORGET!

As w© ploughe our way across the sea
And home thoughts fill the mind,
Do we ever tirink of the days that are
gone
And the cobbers we've left behind?
Of the lessons we learnt on uattle- j
scarred fields,
And the ma'tes we found and lost,
Of days of sorrow and days of fame,
And all that our victories cost?

As we gaze out on the silvery deep
And watch the crested wave,
Do we ever think of the men who sleep
Deep down in an ocean grave?
Of the harvest vile of the submarine
iYrd the toll of the lurking mine,
The sti'uggln .gi'im and end unseen
Of the heroes who've crossed the line?

—By R.C.S., in "Homeward Bound."

Persons in Burma objoct to buildings
of more than one storey, as they cannot
endure the thought of anybody's feet be
ing over their heads.
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