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The strepwous  life. A Wellington | Darwinism—*“that gospel of dirt,” as it
clecgyman  did some groaning recently | was contemptuously styled, Thousands of
over the duy’s burdensome programme. |sermens and  clerical  pamphlets  were
“To-day,” he said, *I had a funcral at | levelled against it, and the last years of
10, a wedding at 2, a meeting of clevgy at | the venerable scientist’s life were em-

2.30, a garden party after that, and then
tea. And I've got to prepare two sermons
for Sunday. And they say the clergy are
net a hard worked lot.”” Well, that fellow
has my sympathy. It would take very
litile more—say a rubber at whist and a
visit to the picture show—to break him
down altogether,

T know Mr Gavin '%righton to be a
sober and  Cod-fearing, albeit somewhat
pugnacious citizen. That he should de-
liberately and “of malice prepense .per-
petrate a practical joke is as inconceivable
ay that he should forego any opportunity
of combatting others’ views on theological
or kindred matters. I must, therefore,
accept bLis attack on me in last weck’s
“Digger’” ag written in all seriousness.
Which makes it the more humorous.

Listen. e says, inter alia, ““Telepathy
. is & means by which two persons
can, without visible means of communica-

tion, let the other know that the other iz
in great stress or trouble, althongh the
one may not be ablo to state in what
form the troublc has overtaken the other.
The stress so acts on the treubled one,
and bLoth being in unison, or tuned to the
same pitch, acts on the other,” "Pre-
sumably Mr Brighten intended this pass-
age to have gome meaning but, for the lifs
of me, I cannot discover it, Whether one
is 3he other, or the other is one, or each is
bus or neither, is more than I can make
oul. TIf v Brighton will write it all over
again—in a slower, louder, clearer voice
this time—I will have another wrestle
with ib; when perhaps some glimmering of
light will penetrate to my dull brain,

Again, later on he says: ‘‘Spiritualism
is ‘demonstratable,’ therefore so many .of
our well learned men have had to ac-
knowledge certain facts because they were
not acqnainted with certain active forces
or bodies working out the will of the over-
ruling power which governs the earth; so
some of them have fallen to try and
purge and mmake them clean.” Really,
My Brighton should be more caveful; to
write like that is an even move serious
matter than to put “Pigs in Clover” inte
one’s hands. : ’

Socialism is a damnable thing; closely
allied to atheism, Bolshevism, and all

those other isms that make us shudder. |

We have been told so over and over again
by the press, the puolpit, and the Premier.
And their multitudinous warnings against
the horror have recejved full confirmation
in the disquieting reports which are
reaching us, with growing frequency,
from acrvoss the water. Only the other
day came the harrowing news that the
Guvernment trawlers were pouring fish
into Australian cities in such vast guanti-
ties that it was only bringing the miser-
able price of twopence per pound. True,
there was a profit, even at that price, but
the profits were so far less than wvsual
that all right-thinking men wmust regard
the action of the Government as a deliber-
sda ottack on the sacred institution of
Also, the Common-
wealth  merchant fleet is  seriously
hampering the laudable efforts of private
shipping companies to build up fat divi-
dends for their shaveholders; the State
woollen mills are selling twceds, ete., at
prices that ave simply ridiculous; -and in
Queensland—if Mr McManus is to be be-
lieved—prime meat is being retailed at
from 34d to 5id per pound over the
counters of the State butcheries. All of
which goes to prove that the Australians
are mad, sir, made as a March hare; and
that the country is rapidly drifting in the
direction—as Mr Mantalini wonld say—of
*‘the demned bow-wows.”” It is reassuring
to us, however, to know that Mr Massey
has no sympathy with such nonsense—as
is shown by his declared intention of tax-
ing any municipal trading enterprise that
may threaten the time-honoured privi-
loges of that bulwark of the Empire, the
profiteer.

Who says the church does not move?
Perish the slander. It is only a few years
since the clergy of all denominations were
fighting tooth and nail the vile doctrine of

bittered by what amounted to systematic
persecution.  The evolutionary — propa-
gandists who followed him fared no bet-
ter Ilusley’s whole life was one long
fight with superstitivus ignorance, and it
was a good thing for him that his mind
wag cast in sueh a mould that, as he him-
self once said, “he didu't cave a damn’’
what his clerical detractors said of him.
Having regard to these facts it is refresh-
ing to see that at least an odd cleric here

and there is, more or less gradgingly,
conceding the scientific trutk of the
evolutionary doctrine. The latest is

Canon Barnes, who, in a paper read befoxe
the Southend Church Congress, admitted
that “Man was not created by God, but
is the end of a vast evolutionary process”
—though he qualifies this by adding. “of
Divine design.” It is comforting, of
course, to science o receive this clerical
concessicn, but most evolutionists would
bo seroly puzzled to discover in’ “‘the vast
evolutionary process’” any evidence of
“Divine design.”” . “Nature is onc with
rapine,” and “[rom scarped cliff and
quarried stone’’ we get abundant evi-
dence that she was never any better than
she is now. The story written there of
the progress and development of life
makes ghastly reading.  Morgover, the
many blunde:iag, blind alley experiments
that Nature seems to have been con-

cover the operation of omnmiscient bene-
ficence.  Still, if Canon Barnes can per-
cetve it, he is, perhaps, fortunate in his
faith.

McSweeney is dead—sell-immolated to
his country’s canse. The world had been

long and eagerly watching the unequal
fight between one weak, solitary man on
the one hand, and the tremendoue forces
of constituted *Jaw and order” on the
other, There was something at”once sub-
Jime and pathetic in the spectacle; sub-
lime in McSweeney’s heroie, self-sacri-
fiecing devotion to what he believed to be
right and truth, and pathelic in the hope-
lessness of the struggle. Many of us—
even other than Home Rulers and Irishmen
—had hoped that some ingenious brain
would discover a reasonable and satisfac-
tory means® of escape from the impasse
that had been created, without loss of
i dignity or sacrifice of principle on either
| side. Therefore the news that McSweenay

+had been allowed to die brought to us
| not merely a thrill of horror, but a feeling
y of despair. For it is not too much to say
{ that the incident destroys every hope of
our reconciliation with Ireland, who will
i mow look on us as having declared war to
“the knife. Burely we, in owr greater
power, could have found some way out of
the difficulty without any injury to our
prestige.  Clemency is not mnecessarily
weakness. It seemis to me that we have
harped too much on the dignity of the
natien and the majesty of the law, and
too little on the' strings of justice and
mercy. And we will most assuredly pay
the price later on. We have had few
-friends among the nations in the past; we
will have stil] fewer in the future. Per-
haps dead McSweeney is destined to vin
a greater victory over us than we like to
think of now,

KINGS8<AND PRINCES I HAVE MET.

SULTAN STIVEN,
A liitle journey to the northward of
the  desert of Driazel lies  the
beau tiful and restful oasis  of

of Wolistoun—which, translated, means
“The City of Good Times.”” There, i2
the caravanseral which he has established
—which he has benevolently established—
for the saving of lives, reigns Sultan
Stiven the First, the kindliest autocrat of
whom history bears record. Thither, from
surrounding arid parts, flock many pil-
grims, with cracking throats, husky
voices, and spittle like wads of cotton, to
pay him homage and ninepence a “spot.”

It was a red letter day in my career
when the editor’s instructions, my own
thirst, and a taxi took me to that delight-
ful spot to interview his mirthful Majesty.
I found the chambers, corridors, passages,

stantly making make- it difficult fo dis- {

iand other parts crowded with his sub-
}jecte.  These were, for the most part,
} very merry fellows, full of laaghter and
spe;king a strange, but pleasant togue. 1
canght and memorised a few of the words,
“Cumanavaspot,” *‘Fillemup-

sach  as:
e g, beforburt,” “Avan-
agane, - mameasberorourt, b=

otheralongome,” and others which, though
not understocd by the uninitiated,‘ vet
strike musically on the ear.

all their languages, and evidently knew
all their ways and tastes, and so never
\once fuiled to satisfy the craving of each
particular soul. To one he would hand
out a “‘wiskispot”” (as it is called in their
tongue); to another a “longun’ or a
“meejum’’ (according to rcapacity); to a
third a “portagaf’; to a fourth ‘‘ginan-
[ bitters”; to another ‘‘samewithadash,”
and so on. And each would take his
gifts and shout his praises, and blow off
the froth (which, I understand, is a re-
lirious rite), and smile at each other, and

iwink and say “Eresluck,” ‘“Appidays,”

*Thousanayear,”” and other fraternal and
friendly  greetings. Thereafter silence
would follow, save for a pleasant gurgling
ag the lotions trickled down to the essing
and healing of tormented throats. There
were oue or two cases, however, in which
the passage downward of the liquor was
followed by a distinct hissing and a
slight cloud cf steam, as when water is
thrown on a hot ploughshare. This, the
Sultan explained, was due to their fcolish
persistence in saving up a prize thirst toc
long. However, by repeating the cooling
operation frequently, the fever in each
case was ab length assuaged, and the re-
lieved ones patted themselves on their
Little Mary’s and said, “Aha! Richard is
himself again.”” We knew then that all
danger was past, ’

As the old saw has it, ““All'roads l¢ad
10- Wolistoun.” Every one ends at the
door of the Sultan’s caravanserai. No one
passes without halting. In fact, it is in
common report among the peopls that
every motor car with a vestige of self-re-
epect, a.utéma,tica,lly stops there and re
proceed until its owner has
alighted and entered to see the ruler, or his
CGrand Visier, Ferid ¢l Baldey, about a
dog or any other old matter. When the
business i3 congluded, and the owner
emerges, with a moist upper lip, a smiling
face, and a pronounced bulge in the region
of the hip pocket, the car again becomes
tractable, and procceds on its way, purr-
ing contentedly in the consciousness of
duty faithfully performed. And it is
said that oven a Ford will, in its mad ela-
tion, attempt somefimes to shatter records
when its master has tasted happiness in
the tavern. :

fuses to

pbysical appearance of the Sultan, since
that is well known to ali the Rubinoses,
who constitute the greai majority of his

subjects. Passing reference . may, how-
ever, be, made to his pleasing and
happily, increasing rotundity. 'This, he

modestly claims, to be the natural reward
of a good life—that is, good living. His
paths are virtuous and his habits regular.
He takes frequent exercise at certain
pumps that he has fitted up for that pur-
pose; he has only a few, or more, meals
8 day, and he mever drinks anything
stronger than whisky. These things, com-
bined with the daily performance of his
benevolent duties and plenty of fresh air
on race days, have given him a corpulency
that is a joy to himself and every one
else but his tailor. That luckless indivi-

on any more “binjie,”” he will have to get
him to hold one end of the measuring tape
while he (the tailor) walks round him
with tkae other.

In his good work of manipulating the
pomps, handing out the bottles, saying
*“Givitanameboys” and piling the shekels
into the treasury,” the Sultan is ably as-
sisted by his Grand Vizier.  And this
good and faithiul servant has also his re-
ward in a comforting and comfortable
adiposity. But, as one star differeth from
another, so does the Sultan’s corpulency
differ from that of the  Vorier.
For while that of the former inclines more
and wore to the front so that it threat-
ens shortly to hide his feet for evermore
from his sight, that of the latter tends to
extend backward, until even now it keeps
the chair he sits on a long way away from
the rest of his body. The Sultan’s fat-
ness has been likened to a coming event
that casts its shadow before, but the
Vizier's to a stern reality. However, they
are good fellows both, and may their
ghadows never grow less.

‘At presert there ave 26,513 steamers in

tons, while the sailing ships number only
5082, with a tonnage of less than 3,500,000
tons, or one-fifteenth that of the steamers,
In 1888 the tonnage of steamers was
36,200,000, and of sailing vessels 12,600,000
or more than one-third of the steamers,
In 1850 the steamers and sailing ships were
about the same—6,600,000 tons each,

the world, wiih a tonnage of 54,000,000

The Sultan, however, secmed to speak )

{

There is little need to descant on the

dual declares that if the monarch puts !

ANCLING NOTES.

———a—e
BY "CREEL.”

ft was a very bright summer’s day, the
hewt and warmath of life radiated from
the earth, and brought the beads of per-
spiration to the angler’s brow. Fish were
shy so my chum and I adjourned o *‘Ye
olde English tavern,” presided over by
mine host ‘‘Bert.” In the cool of the er—
bath room life seemed easier, and the
fish casier to catch,  Seated on a barrel—
er—chair, was of course the oldest in-
babitant. Addressing my chum and I he
said, “Well, gents, you been fishin’1”
We assented.  Wellg” he said, “I don’t
mind havin’ a dr—er talk with you fel-
lexs. (He got it), and then proceeded
thus: "“Yer see, gents, I used to be some
angler me’self in me young days, and I
remembers a day similar ter this, when it
was very ‘ob an’ dry. (Yes, thanks,
gents, the same again). An’'1 wuz fishin’
the Noo River at Oporo, just below the
railway bridge.  ¥ish wuz very scarce,
buf ‘arter a while a good nor’-wester
starled to blow, an’ the fish began to take
alright. I landed some very nice fish,
when all of a sudden I strikes a regular
beauty, twenty pounds weight, if an
ounce. (Here he wiped his lips and
Baldey accepted the hint.) Well, gents,
I played that ’ere fish up an’ down the
river just below the railway bridge for an
hour, ad at last got him near the top of
the ’ole, ready to gaff him quiek. Jest,
at that moment, blowed if a train didn’t
come over the bridge, an’ a spark from
the engine landed on me line, as I stooped
to do the trick.” There was a suddint
straightenin’ of me rod, and the besutiful
fish disappeared from sight. Yes, gents,
that wuz ‘ard luck; blowed if the spark
from the engine didn’t burn through me

line. I've never fished since; took on
recin’ instead.  {Yes, Dert, I'm going
home now). Goodbye, gents, take my. tip

an’ never fish near the railway ingine.”

{The editor and - Jacques,” arrived just
too late to hear this interesting fisherman
who lied in the er—West). :

Incidentally I would like to inform
Jacques, that under circumstances as re-
lated above, not only fisherman—but
others--will lie anywhere.

" RE ANCLING CLUB AT GURIL.
" Op making enguiries recently 1 was
rather disappointed to learn that nothing
definite had been done in the way of form-
ing a cluk. I am sure it only wants the
convening of the initial meeting to estab-
lish a club, and I was assured by some
of the anglers who reside up Mandeville
way that they would give the project their
whole-hearted support. I would suggest
to Messrs J. P. Wylie, Y. Young, L. Pop-
pelwell, J. Qillies, Jas. Hoffman, J, Mc-
Arthur, and oflier enthusiasts, to make
a special effort to inaugurate a club, and
the members of the Southland, Mataura,
Wyndhan, and other clubs, would be only

too pleased to send delcgates, tc give

advice, and the benefit of their club’s ex-

perience in drawing up rules, arranging

competitions, etc. Let’s hope 1o get in-
timation very shortly that the movement
iz in traio.

er J. McAr’thur,@ Gor% creeled 11 .fish
recently for one day’s fishing on the
Otamita.  Included in the take were two

splendid fish that scaled 3lbs 16ozs each.
They were caught on the red body Wai-
pahi fly. '

Owing to a typographical error in last
week’s notes, Mr A. C. Lyon was credited
with two bags of fish secured by Mr H. A,
Lyon {ex railway guard).

Mr CGeo. Friend, Balfour, fishing the
Waimea recently, landed 14 fish averaging
about 2ths, Red body Waipall was the
killing fly.

On the Dunsdale last week 2 local angler
creeled 15 nice fish on the fiy. He re-
ports the river as being exceptionally low
for this time of the year and also states
that the wced and slime are very bad,
the river requiring a good “‘fresh’’ to
clear it out.

The following is the resalt of the “‘bare
fly”” ccmpetition held nnder the auspices
of the Matawra Angling Club on Labour

Day :— .
Name, No. of Fish. ~Weight.
Ibs. 0Z8.
D. Cameron ws w01 39 4
H. Cotterell e ee. D7 2% 4
D. McGowan .o 22 17 —
J. Murdock veo . 21 13 4
131 93 12

—XNovice Competition.—
W. Murdock .. .. 14 § 4
R. Mclean e e B 4 -
2

20 14 4

TRIANGULAR CLUB COMPETITION.

We hear that the annual Shield Com-
petit..ion belween- fourmen teams repre-
senting the Southland, Mataura, and
Wyndham A.C.'s respectively, will ™

decided in all prohan::
10th Novembex? batil
of the Oreti, in its 1
Invercargill,
contestants’ finesge 4,
line,
Wyndham
holders.
Wyndham's team i
Mitchell, A. Udy, G. gy,
with Messry G, B
for emergencies.

The second competitioy of
Season promoted by Wy,
Club took place on Weg;
October 20th.
fairly favourable, o
blustering son’-wester intevfep
best-laid
There was an entry of 19 rod
“time” was
Rooms, at 9 -o’clock, 19
weighed in,
aggregate number of figh tal
number—134—brought alone
opening competition on 1,3;:
total weight this time wog
heavier—1141b 13o0zs to 941,
of the fish were in prime eon,
Gerald Bogue produced the heg

fish—acaling 34lbs. The followi;:if
result of the weigh-in.— b
. Competitor, No. Fi s
Dave Caldwell N ZISh‘ igho,"
Allan Udy - ... .. ., 21 g |
John E. Mitchell ., 18 'y {
George Strang ... ... 12 By
Gerald ‘Bogue woee 1001
Allan Young o 609 i
Peter Barnett .. ., 12 3 §
Chas. King ... « .. 15 g 0
Ao A Aitken ., . 9 ¢ )
d. B, Macpherson ... 10 )
13 m g

It was a competition governed by em!qi
handicaps; and so soon ag - welgit od
justing” was over, the following were g,

e

"This
Ower Teag
3¢ 10 e {he

Oge

'y on Wey
Jear the

Club gpe Presen;

) Messyg

Shigg

BIG HAUL OF TRopy

.
The econd;

schemes of the
called in (yy

The count

nounced as the prizetakers.—

Caldwell (plus 10 p.c.), 31ibs 7 2-5m 1

the y
ldham Ah
ednﬁiday ally
. tons, At
re ot ﬁrst.d

ing Wity .lh
COTE et
Y \and ¥

'8 Sy

anglers "
showeq ty, iy
lieq it ty
Ito e olupy
Ingt,
Tilly sy

fom.
ditlon, o

Udy (scrateh), 17lhs Sozs . ..

Barnett (plus 100 p.c.), 16lbs 8ox . §
The other bandicapns were:—-iichgl
(scratch), Strang (10 p.e.), King 20 po),
Young (25 p.c.), Bogue (30 pel. itk

and Macpherson (50 p.c.).

The formal proceedings over, the sun
plus fish were distributed among none

members of the club.

district.

Name.

R. Sinclair (Dipton) .. &
W. Steel (Invercargill .. &
J. Ogilivy (Lumsden) .. 1
. Brown (Winten) .. ¥
—Other Competitors—

A. W. McBean .. .- %
H Kelly o oo oow o B
N. R. MacKay o - PAl
H. A, Lyong e oo %
A. Branks i an e X
H. Hammond .o e oo 0
A. Macdonald e o 16
W. Jenking o e o 20
312
e

is hoped that this may ol
securilzzg a much lnrggr nunt Efm;fe 1;“:1 .
girls for the Dominion. The s 0
vernment has . -commence ey
jmmigration ~ scheme for - i
men. These ex-service :fei"m
their dependents, W r ey

third-class passages, P
approved under ono of tho 26
tlement schemes of
ments or are procee
ployment, and
the Government
they desire to gos

The Southland Angling Chub heid thir
initial competition on Labour ey, md
some twelve anglers weighed i aier they
strenuouy efforts with rod and line The
conditions were any Jegal balt o uy
river in the Southland
Some very good hag wee
caught, and the following is the ﬂnai‘rb
sult, after the haudicaps and cndiin
| were taken into consideration.
No of Fish, Wegh

Acclintuin

i
ki
19
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e "

1t has beep decided to
inated passages’ syste
maneut resident of the
{nate persons residing it the
dom.
questions of rel
providing
that employ
inees on arrival and tha '
vision will be made for thei
after arrival. o
immigrants are awaiting
gecure berthing accom
them to proceed to
future suitable domest
granted freo ‘third-class P
with an allow

This can be done IF

that an undertak

A considerab

rovid

are otherwl se
of the tertl

Opporl
wodation 10 ¢
he Domim'ﬁn-._

jo servants il

a.ssa.geﬂ wg@ 1’
ance of £2 for expers™ d
be the m

ationship or o¢cUP
ing 18 gired
. caiting th

will be awaiting
ment y adequole P”
r mainted®
Jo munaber ¢

“‘-‘Bdt;,
Wl '
'™ f
n

nd skill \\‘itl:e;:; ::

%,
Ehg

4

0z,

extend the “pot
m to enable a0y [l
Dominion o
United King
mpecbive'

atiod,

e 08

nnitiéi

HE:! .

rjcultum] ®
overseat
the d

. e
ding % ”Bpmble"ﬁ

tory 0 *




