
Alex Peat & Co Ltd,,
LEET STREET, INVERCARGILL.
.tAJex. Peat) (Alex. Lealie)

Garage 'Phone — 47L
LEET STREET, INVERCARGILL.

Bole SOuthland Agents ; Aflen, Maxwell,

and Oldsmobile Cara.

JJOW
ARE YOUR TYRES LASTING ?

; ■

We stock Dunlop, Michelin, Goodyear,
Bergougnan, Spencer, Moulton,
Avon, Miller, McGraw.

Have you seen ihe Miller Tyres, if not,
come round and see them. They are
guaranteed for 5000 miles.

Several good second-hand cars for sale ;
also one 3£ three-speed Singer Motor

Cycle and sidechair at £75.

Full stocks of the best Tyres, etc., al-
ways on hand.

INSPECTION INVITED. THE PRICE

IS RIGHT.

rjlYRF.
S REPAIRED

By tho v

AMERICAN

VULCANISING

PROCES9.

A BIG SAVING TO MGTORISTS.

IYO not throw your old Covers away.
The B. and F. Rubber Co. can repair

any size of blow out, whether blown

through canvas or not.

An expert staff of Diggers to attend to

your repairs.

Address— -

B. AND F. RUBBER CO.,

KELVIN STREET.

'Phone — 1557.

A TRIAL SOLICITED,

■^THERE
TO GET YOUR PRIME

JOINTS,

WHERE THE BEST OF MEAT IS

KEPT.

PRIME OX BEEF

And

WETHER MUTTON

CHEAP FOR CASH,

At the Leading MEAT Suppiers.

WILLS AND METCALFE,

CASH BUTCHERS,

Dee street.

'Phone — 343. Private 'Phone — 883.

Alex. Peterson,
PLUMBER AND GASFITTER,

75 Tay street,

INVERCARGILL.

MANUFACTURER
of Spouting, Down-

pipes, Ridging, Tanks, Baths, Hot
and Cold Water Apparatus, etc.

No work too large or too small.

MANUFACTURER OF EXTENSION

LADDERS, Etc.

Sole Southland Agent for

WIZARD LIGHTING SYSTEM.

Discharged Soldiers' Settlement.

LOAN BILL OF £6,000,000.

t
COMPULSION IF NECESSARY.

WELLINGTON, October 8.

In the House of Representatives this

afternoon, Mr Massey moved the second

reading of the Discharged Soldiers' Set

tlement Loans Bill. He said the Bill

could scarcely be called contentious, as
he

thought most members agreed to the

principle of helping soldiers. Ha wished

to make it clear that the money would not

be nsed for any other purpose until the

soldiers had been supplied with the land

required. The amount of ihe loan was

£6,000,000, and he thought he saw a way

of adding to that another £1,000,000.
The

rate of interest would be 5£ per cent.,

and though the term of the loan was not

yet fixed, he thought it would not be leSs

than ten years and not more than fifteen.

, Two and a-half millione of this loan would

be set apart for payment of death duties

and judging by the previous experience
he thought -this sum would be taken up
for this purpose. There were compulsory
claases in the Bill but these differed from

the provisions of the previous Bills, and

would only amount to a sum equal to^one
year's land and income tax. This was the

last compulsory loan, because nothing but

the war justified compulsion, and as no

further war was in sight he thought they
could afford not to insist on compulsion in

future. One clause instituted a new prin

ciple enabling the Government to buy

bac^: its own debentures if they were be-

ing
'
sold on the market at below par.

This was regularly done in Britain, and

was, he thought, good business. Mr Mas

sey then proceed'ed to read tabulated de-

tails of Government oper.ations in con-

nection with the repatriation and settle

ment of soldiers. Summing up these ope-

rations, he said they ehowed a great re-

cord. No oountry in the world had done

so much for its soldiers, and he was par-

ticularly pleased to say that the great

majority of the soldiers were doing well.

There had been failures, but these were

few and far between. The country was

undoubtedly solvent, and he did

not think the threatened eommer-

cial deprpssion would affect us,

or at least not for long. The whole of
the future rested in our hands. What we

had to do was to increase production, to

bring new lands into productivity, and to

make the cultivated lands produce more.

The. secondary industries should be en-

couraged, but the primary industries must

come first. New Zealand would not he a

manufacturing cotmtry for many years,
and the most we could hope from the

secondary industries was that they
would supply local requirements for the

next quarter of a century.

Mr T. M. Wilford said no one could

doubt the solvency of the country, be

cause while we had increased our indebt-.

ednesfl -to £201 ,000, (XX) our private wealth

alone would balance that. No one would

object to assistance being given to soldiers

but the question was whether we were do

ing the best we could with the money we

had. He did not think it necessary to

put the compulsory clauses into effect,
because he believed that a-ll the money

required would be readily subscribed so

good was the interest and so good was
the investment. There was even a pos-
sibility of the Government receiving more

money than was required, and if so he
recommended the Government to adopt
the suggestion made by Dr Thacker that
the surplus should be handed over to local

bodies, whose loan r ~als might be im.

perilled by the mOie a otraetive Govern
ment proposals. The point he wished' to

make', however, was the failure of the
Government from want of sympathy to
take land compulsorily for soldiers. The

Premier was fond of telling the House
that he had made. 20,000 sub-divisions in
recent years, but when he was asked how

many new settlers had been placed . on

these subdivisions he could not reply.
Mr Massey : It is quite impossible to

say.

Continuipg, Mr Wilford said the whole
of the land purchased for soldiers had
been purhased by private treaty, and he

quoted figureg supplied by the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands in Canterbury giv-
ing the excessive prices being asked by
the owners of land offered to the Govern
ment.
Mr Massey : These prices were not

paid.
Mr Wilford declared that there were
two properties in the Wairarapa wbich

belonged to two men without chiek or

child, and which soldiers were clamouring
to have acquired. These estates ought to

be taken and they should be taken through
the Public Works Act. The Premier had

said that land should be taken compul
sorily. He said he would do so, but he
had not done it. No individual should be

permitted to hold land to block soldiers'
settlement. It had been the proclaimed
policy of the Government to settle sol-
was now ending. He paid a tribute to
. the generou:i assistance given by tffe peo

ple in the Wairarapa in placing men on
the land. Fifty thousand acres had been

bought there much at about half the mar
ket value. On this 184 men were settled.
Other parts of the Wellington province
had also done well, and the province had
settled more soldiers on the lafid than any
other province. The Minister also detailed
the good work done by the repatriation
and after-care branches of the Department
in ldoking after returned men. Applica-
tions for financial assistance had iately de-
creased. •

Up
to

September 30, 4375 loans

for acquiring or establishing businesses
had been approved, involving an expendi-
ture of £992,446. A further 9248 men
were granted loans for the purchase of

furniture, tools, etc., and 3735 rtceived
assistance in other ways, the payments
made under all headings on behalf cf the
men to repay their obligations to the de

partment were very few, only about 5

per cent. of the total assisted.

Mr G. Mitchell congratulated the Gov
ernment and country on what had been
done for the soldiers, but he urged that

every effort was needed to get the men
settled in the country. The balance of

population had drifted to the cities and
towns toq. quickly.

Mr V. H. Potter contended that the
Government shouid not be spending

money on the compulsory acquisition of

ejstates to settle returned soldiers upon
while so much Native and Crown land

was lying idle.

Mr R. McCallum objected to C'ause 7

which proposed that the Goverament

should become stock jobbers. The pro-

posed power to purchase depreci'ated stocks

was fraught with danger. He objected
to returned men being allowed to become

the serfs of mortgagees, which was wbat
would eventuate if the present policy of

placing them on such 'dear land were con-

tinued. He protested against the pro-
posed further £6,000,000 loan for soldier.
diers ! in ihe districts from which they

came, but had this been done? It was a
crying shame that land fit for soldiers'
settlement was being held just because the
owners did not offer it. It ought to be

taken compulsorily.

The Hon. D. H. Guthrie said that the
Leader of the Opposition seemed to think
that the Government was subdividing land

merely for sport. The fact was that they
had found homes for 15,000 soldiers. One
of the Wairarapa properties referred to by
Mr Wilford had been offered to the Go
vernment at a price at which it was a gift,
but had to be turned down because it

could riot be profitably cut up. He de-
fended the Government from criticisms oi
the policy pursued jn buydng land for sol-
dier settlements. When the men first he-

gan to return from the war it was felt
that they were not in a condition to break
in new land, and some small areas w,ere

bought to settle them on. That practice
the present soldier settlement policy there
was a tendency for the prices of land to
be unduly inflated by Government ex-

penditure in purchasing estates. It would
have been better tojhave acquired portions
of large estates compulsorily at fair

prices.

At 12.20 Mr Massey rose to reply, dep-
recating the policy of taking land by com

pulsion for settlement purposes because of
the cost. and delays caused by the Court

proceedings. If land was to be provided
for soldiers the most expeditious method
was to pass the taxation Bill now before
the House, and impose the graduated land

| tax and if land was in existence it wouid
I come under settlement, but personally he

did not know where the big estates were
which some members talked of so glibly.
The second reading was agreed to cn
the voices, and the Houee went into com-
mattee on the Bill, which was put through
in five minutee without amendment. It
was then read the third time and pass^d^

NIBBLES FROM "COMMERCIAL
CIVILISATION."

(By W. Hinchey).

The government, customs, conditions

and trend of modern thought guiding
and ordering the public and private life

of the nations of the present day, are

the product of the evolution of civilisa-

.tion, sPre£*d over several centuries.

This transiormation of the people,

brought about by the almost miraculous

gTowth of commerciaJism and scientific

progress, has not been met by a cor-

responding forward movement in the

framing of laws governing the rapidly

altering conditions to which the people
were subjected.

The malevolent effect upon the impres-
sionable mind oi /8uth produced by the

doctrine of "go slow" or "do little,'' to-

gether with the encouragement of the idea

that every employer is an enemy, i's

creating a danger of producing an in

dividual who in his mature years may
become an outlaw; of organised society.

The industrial strike is one of the ob-

solete parts of our corporate organism. It

\yas born in the infancy of our industrial

history ; it ha® grown. like a parasite in

the hive of manufactories ; it is the can-

cer of industrialism, which has robbed of

its life many a promising concern.

Who are they? What are they^this
black-coated tribe, sleek-skinned in the

fullness of their filched luxury, soft-
. handed in the

practice
of nefariousness

upon the innocent, oily-tongued in the
smoothness of their grinning sycophancy,
and damnable in the open-eyed lymg
which veils their red-handed transactions
under the name of "business principles?"

They are the "middle men," each and

every one of them in a lesser or greater
degree clogging the channels leading to
the consumers ; living by parasitical ab-

sorption upon the community and filling
no position of usefulness in the social

organisation.

The commercial traveller in his pere-
grinations cultivates the mannerisms, arti.
fices and histrionic appurtenances best
caleulated to bring his clients into that
frame of mind when it is safe for him

to open his book and attempt to sell to
the worried retailer something that he

does not want, or that l\e may not be able

to sell for months.

Thousands of pounds are being expend-
ed in the support of commercial travellers,
and these huge sums of money are put
on to the price of goods, and are paid by
the' consumer. Members of thfs army

"swagger," where there are no other

rankers, and where every man is a cap-
tain, throng the steamboats, railways,
coaches, and first -class hotels. Their bag-
gage and hampers of "peeps only" en-
cumber the coaches at concession rates.

Their portly forms fill the best seats in
the gentlemen's cars, and they pu'ff the

biggest clouds of suffocatmg smoke irom
the best cigars. They demand the best
rooms at the hotels, and as "public bene-
factors" get them at "cut rates." They
are privileged to growl more at porters,
waiters and earriers than are ordinary
"human atoms;" they are connoisseurs
in the culinary art; and are loud-voiced
in their vulgar condemnatien of anything
not sufficiently tickling to their greedy
palates.

The laws governing the sale of intox-

icating liquors in all so-called civilised
countries are, in their crude and incom-

preFiensible inperfection, a fair indication
of the progressive intelligence displayed by
the chosen representatives of the people
in law-making. It has become a kind of
fetish with a certain class of unbalanced,

ultra-religious victims of hysteromania to
fix upon "Bung" as an outlet for their
erotic delusions, and they shriek about the
evils of "drink" from the platforms, the

pulpits, and the street corners ; the yel-
low light of fanaticism . flashes in their

eyes ; their gaunt faces twitch themselves
into the distortion of neurotic deliria;
their mouths open and shufc, distend and

contract in a succession of horrible, ragged
semi-circlea and triangles with cinema

rapidity, in their struggles to discharge
the torrent of vapour caleulated to "gas"
the publicans and fumigate all intoxicat-

ing influences.

"Bung" stands quietly receiving ail this

eniping like a bull eiephant dosing in the

shade of the palms, flapping
ea" "

an alternating motion, and swl

tail from side to side to dnve
a

^

flies which are tickling
tne o s

^

cov«ring the amplitade
of ta i ««

ease. But "Bmg," W »M' ^
is not as sleepy as he looks,

thesis of his attentuated

ponent; in the natural
law c

the comfortable glow of his ^ ]

ity attracts "cool air,"
and
^ ^

hurning gases in attempW

his adversarj^,

The power of appeht* ^ ^

"Bung" to the eminence
o ,,

gifts of the state. "vii^kv
beer," lords from

the
'

wbg
members of parliament ^ro rati„g
eries" and the b°n s' a ffatcb

the hall of wisdom, WW ^
wheel on the ship of

s a >

^ctabib

Ihe cloth of exduBV.
«!"

against the puiple
ol '

,

RABBITSKIKS

RABBITSKINs

MBITSKIK8

J. K. MOONEY (jj
(Geo. Stewart,

Managet)

'

BTUART STREET,
DUNEDIN

' P.O. BOX 54, DUNEDIN."

CASH BUYERS

Rabbitskins,
bheepskk

WOOL, HIDES, ETC.

Send us your consignments and yon
receive highest market prices and
returns. We deal direct with the V
seas Manufacturers.

WE PAY HIGHEST MARKET PEIQ

CHARGE NO COMMISSION.
SEND PROMPT RETURN8.

a trial consignment will co
vince YOU.

'Phone— 1415 'Phone—1411

CHEAP TYRES.

JgUY
NOW BEFORE THE Rlf

MAPLE LEAF (non-skid), 30 x J
£5 5s.

DOMINION (Letter Tieadb x :
£6 19s 6d.

DOMINION (3 Ribbed) , 30 x 3^;
19s 6d.

DUNLOP (Ford Special), 30 x Jj; ,
4s.

FIRESTONE (non-skid), M'j
12s.

DUNLOP (Railroad), 30 x 3j; £?
9d.

MICHELIN (R.W.), 30 x 3£; £7

6d.

GOODRICH (non-skid), 30 x 3j;
17s

FORD SPARES, 01LS, GREASE,

ACCESSORIES, ETC.

All the above makes and all other si

kept in stock.

C. S. TEILLO,

ENGINEER AND MOTOR EXPERl

DEE STREET, INVERCARGILL

Mr W. F.

Minister for AgncdW* ^
I

to Melbonme to
eute»«'

wheal pool
wh«- „ M

the price of
b«ad do™


