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TAILORED SUITS
. TO
ORDER
AT
MODERATER
CHARGES.

SUPERIOR—
MATERIALS

STYLE
MAKE
FIT
FINISH.

NOTE :—OQur SUITS-TO-ORDER are
built in our own Workrooms and are not
factory vroductions.

o

Price & Bulleid

LIMITED.

TAY STREET, INVERCARGILL.
AND BLUFF.

FOUNTAIN PENS.

HE kind that are always at your ser-
vice; that never baulk, splutter, or
cultivate bad language. The tried and
proved stalwarts of the pen world. You'll
get them here

The Dedorne, Seli-filler, 10/-
Capitol. Lever Self-filler, 12/6.
Conklin, Crescent Self-filler, 20/-

Cameron 'Waverley; sec.ure, Self-
filler, 22/6; gold-mounted, 30/- and 35/-

"The Onoto, Self Filler, 20/-
The Waterman, Lever Self Filler, 25/-

The sell-filling principle saves bother
snd inky fingers and the quality of the
ibove pens is beyond dispute. Post free
mywhere.

HIYNDMANS,
INVERCARGILL,
AGENTS.

~—MUTTON BIRDS!—
—~—MUTTON BIRDS!—

.LARGE SUPPLIES NEW SEASON’S
BIRDS TO HAND.

COOKED AND TNCOOKED.

Wholesale and Retail at—

LINDSAY & CO.,

TAY AND ESK STREET
SHOPS.

NEW HATS

OW SHOWINC.
Mousz shades in

GENTY VELOUR HATS,

Black, Brown, and

-

Cuperior FUR HATS in assorted re-
liable shades.

e

TWEED HATS,
TWEED and CRAVENETTE CAPS.

——

LATEST COLLARS, WIDE-END TIES,
BOWS, and EUGLISH MADE
BRACES.

“

A———
.

SPECIAL LINE

Of WIDE-END TIES all being cleared
now at 2/6 each.  Worth nearly
double.

McNeil & Clark,

CLOTHIERS AND MERCERS
84 Deo Sk
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4 breaking as our troops, who assembled

1 {oot of the outer ramparts, and, in places, |

il began to mark déwn
snipers, and systematically shifted them

ficers and men climbed to the top of the

this narrow wall ran still be seen.

1ing our bullets

***************************************#

TIE TAKING OF LE QUESNOY.

The storming and captare of Le Quesnoy
by the Rifie Brigade was one of the most
picturesque and romantic incidents of the
war. The old fortress which has stood
many seiges is still wonderfully strong
with precipitous ramparts of well-preserv-
ed bastiong crowned ‘with tall trees, and
a dry moat fronting the inner ramparis.
Many besiegers havé®had a tilt at it in
olden times.” In 1793 Austrians stormed
it after ten days’ bombardment, which
Iaid the town in ruins. Though ultimately
it fell to one  battalion—the 4th—the
credit of its capture belongs almost equally
to the other battalions of the Brigade,
which fought so gallantly and gradually
enveloped the town in the face of deter-
mined opposition. The dawn was just

overnight in the rain, advanced to the

attack  behind a magnificent barrage.
Mingled with the bursting ordinary
shells  were shells  of  the medium
and Stokes trench mortar, while,

from others, descended a smoke curtain
which screened the main advarce and pro-
tected the flanks from a possibly deadly
bail of machine-gan kullets.  The fire at
zero hour was truly terrific.

A high embankment of the raiiway
fronting the outer ramparts was our first
objective.  This was strongly held, and
gained only after stubborn fighting, dur-
ing which several Germans were killed and
wounded, and others taken prisoner. Ap-
proaching the ramiparts another bat-
talion—the 2nd—found a 77 mm. gun fir-
ing at it over open siglts. making advance
exceedingly difticult. Mcanwhile other
battalions were gradually encircling the
town to the south and south-west, and the
4th Battalien, whose advance let us now

NEW ZEALANDERS IN AGTION.
NEWS r@mca

GREAT DAYS WITH THE DIVISION.

Extract from “N.Z. Chronicle)”” Dec €, 1918)

follow, pushed patrols under cover of the
barrage and smoke screen right up to the

on to iheir bastion beights,. ~ When the
smoke had gradaally drifted away, there
came the stuttering noise of machine-guns,
as belt after belt of Germaun machine-gan
builets whistléd through the {rees at the
advancing men.  One platoon found itself
cut off.  Its commander was killed while
endeavouring to exiricate his men, and, in
a hollow between two brick walls, a dai-

ing ¥rgeant remained with his men for |

six hours.

As the sun rose and the bombardment
slackened, the civilians saw our men on the
ouler ramparts and greeted them wilh dis-
tant cheers and the waving of flags,
inspiring them to renewed efforts, But if
was nob till after mid-day that patrols
machine-guns and

from the cover on the enfringed bastions.
The positions were bombarded with the
only available Stokes mortar, and, one
after another, occupied. A narrow 30ft
ladder was havled along, and on this of-

precipitous “W"’ shaped bastions dominat-
ing the line of advance. Messages sent
into the garrison to surrender were so far
without avail.  One dropped by aeroplane
told them that they were entirely sur-
rounded.  Later, an ultimatum, demand:
ing surrender within two hours, and the
opposition perceptibly slackened. But on
some of the ramparts the men had ap-
parently not received the news, and main-
tained a defensive attitude. This was
the position when the 4th Battalion de-
cided to scale the great moat and formid-
able  rampart of brick crowned with
machine-guns still in action.  Only in one
place was it possible to reach the bastion
by means of their 307t Jadder.  This was
the spot where the low wall abutted on
to the main ramparf. In single file the
officers led their men {o the final atback.
The track beaten Ly their feet leading
between the trees and along the top of
With
Stokes mortar and the machine-guns the
men drove the enemy on the reverse slope
from the summit of the bastion. Then
the ladder was placed against the wall. It
barely reached to the top. Two second-
lieutenants with three men ascended. Leav-
ing the last rung they foung themselves
confronted by a few Germans, who, find-
whistling about them,
sought safety in flight, down the slope
into an underground cavern, where otaer
Boches were sheltering.  Fellowing upon

4 sk e s o o o e koK oK

st ok s s e e o a2 ook K K R KRk R 3k o ok ok ok R s R o

this initial saccess practically the whole
battalion streamed quicly in single file
along the lower wall, and up the single
ladder.  Headguarters, which through-
out the day consisted of one signaller with
a telephone and battalion commander and
was being advanced by slow stages from
point to point, now mounted the parapet,
men paying out the telephone wire as
they chimbed. Patrols were pushed down
the reverse slope, and the enemy shelter-
ing underground bhegan to surrender iree-
ly. Within a few minutes the whole bat-
talion engaged in the vicinity had swarm-
ed up ihe ladder and were pushing into
the beleagured town, through Rie Caillon,
which was first swept with our machine-
¢gun fire.

The inhabitants, realising that at last
deliverance had come, rushed from cellars
and . houses, and soon from every building
the tricolour was flying in the Llveeze.
Along the street, thronged with an excited
cheering multitude, the Diggers marched,
embraced and kissed, and showered with

anbumn tlowers. HEnthusiasm knew no

bounds.  Here and there a rifle still
cracked, our men taking no risks when

they saw a Hun who had nct surrendered.
The excited civilians siuck flowers in the
men’s tunics and in even their respirators,
and followed, cheering, to the main square,
where the Cerman commander, with a
hundred men already drawn up, surrend-
eved to & young captain, whom he {orm-

ally salated and to whom he handed his

revolver. .

Meanwhile other Uermans had delibor-
ately fired some of the houses, and dense
columus of smoke arose and drifted across
the northern ramparts,  Two officers were
sent with a hundred Germans-to fight the
flames.  Other prisoners were rounded up
in the main sguare, Close at hand was
a great barbed wire enclosure, where the
French men and wemen szid our prisoners
had been left in the rain without food or
cover till some of them had died of hunger
and exposure.  They were surprised that
we should treat the GGermans so humanely.

The battalion broaght its steaming cook-J
ers into the town, and the men, alter their
strenuous fighting, enjoyed a hot meal.
The inhabitants pressed uwpon them the
best accommodation their homes could
afford. Many a Digger used to damp clay,
slept that night in a warm, soft Led.

This morning the Divisional General
and the DBrigadier formally visited the
town.  The former, after a lrief siay,
rode off to the Forest of Mormal to see
how his still-advancing troops were getting
on.  Beyond Quesnoy he established Div-
isional Headquarters in his motor car. lhe
Rrigadier remained to receive the congrat-
ulations and a civic welcome. The pand
of the 2nd Battalion played the “‘Marseil-
laise’”” and our National Anthem, amid
venewed jublications. Then the battalion,
somewhat reduced in nnmbers, formed up
in the square, and, headed by the band,
marched past the Brigadier.  Swinging
down the main street, the little column
was  showered with flowers and flags.
White-haired old men doffed their hats,
but younger people, less sedate, followed,
cheering and waving their tri-colours. Thus
in a cold drizzle, but still in great heart,
with band playing and flags flying, ard
a solitary English gun firing at a distant
target, the New Zealanders marched out
of the old town which they had deiivered
from a ruthless enemy.

WORK OF OTHER BRIGADES.
Yesterday and to-day will for ever re-
main Red Letter days in the history of the
Division.  Apart from the capture of Le
Quesnoy by the Rifle Brigade, the splendid
advauce of the other Brigades must be re-
garded as almost unique. In two days
the Division has advanced between eight
and nine miles, fighting all the way. From
west of Quesnoy it has passed through the
great Forest of Mormal to within a shoit
distance of the canalised Sambre. Yes-
terday Auckland and Wellington troops.
under cover of a smoke barrage, broke
through the German lines to the north of
Quesnoy and stormed Romponeau, Viller-
eau, and Herbinges, through difcult coun-
try largely covered with orchards and
hedges and dotted with farms, Penetrating
right into the enemy battery positions thc}
captured many guns, and by nightfall had
established themselves hali a mile inside
the forest of Mormal on ils western side.

| comrades would shoot him.

Many German dead in the track of these
troops’ and horse teams lie heside the
abandoned guus. .

The advance was continued to-day by
the Otago and Canterbury troops, who
gained objectives east of the forest 7,000
yards ahead aud within about half a mile
of the Saibre.  The feature of this fight-
ing was that they had to go the whole day
through the forest without artillery sup-
port. It was an advance guard action
almost  the entire distance with only
machine-gan support, and the artillery
coutd move only along the culside roads
and could et see what was doing in the
forest, where the enemy had  posted
machine-guns at stars formed by the cross-

Progress was by no means easy.
about 150 priscners were captured.

roads.
To-day

ON THIE OUTSKIRTS OF LE
QUESNOY,

In the tc‘.cgr:uné already dispatched I
have referred to the work of the three
battalions of the RLiile Brigade. It may |
now be added that the lst Battalion had |
a very hard row to hoe owing to the dif- !
ficulties on their right flank. It was nat
wani of valour of their neighbours, but
valber a thin barrege on this part of the
iime that was responsible for this. I this i
battalicn a commander and no fewer than
ten officers were wounded, and though the
commander coutinued 1o fight, so great was
the logs in ofticers that it was undoubtediy
a great handicap, Of all the battalions,
ths 3rd had apparenily the easiest run
through. . It nevertheless had some ex-
traordinnvy cxperiences. 1t had few
casualiies fromn the enemy shelling about
three in the morning in gelting ready for
the assembly. It followed the 1st Bat-
talion, wnd i an cavly stage of the ad-
The fog was
so dense that the left company could not
be seen, anda lwo runners were send out
to find it. Presently ane of these runrers
came back with three automatic revelvers
slang uboat him. and a broad smile under
his tin bat. It appeaved that in the fog
his mate avd he pad swddenly stumbled

i
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St. Andrew’s Preshyterian e
Waellington has keen destroyed by ﬁ,; '

The CGovernment  proposls j, ite
new Gaming Bill has been defy '

Auckland waterside workes tehed 4y
handle 800 tons of coul ab ey,
Sugar Worlks, in sympathy with 3
on strvike.

® ey

The contracts for the carrviw ny
mails is fixed for a period of 12 nay
the meantime. Canada leads jn a4
cient service and an investigatio 5"'!?4
made of its methods,

The Railway Department has |

upon a (erman macaine-gun position. ““U'm
sorry I eeuld net find the company. sir,” !l
he said, “'but my mate is bringing up tne
machine-gun amd what is left of the crew.” .
Sure enough the other runner soon ap-
peared with the machine-gnu and those of
the crow that had not been disposed cf
with revolvers.  The runners bad rushed |
the prsition, and these of the enemy who |
had 1ol been killed had “kamaraded.”

There was another incident that had a
tonch of comedy about it.  The Battalion
Comamunder sent o Uerman officer into Le
sig and three runmers  advanead
their headquarters {o an orehard. The Bas-
talion Commander was stanJing ou the
road when he saw looming up through
the feyr a number of men, whom at first
hie wor 1o be Tommics advancing frem hig
vight rear.  Taking & second look ab them
Le saw that they were Boche, Most of
his men were sitting  with thelr hacks
against apple trees and smoking cigarettes,
Realising the danger, he called to them.
lo prepare for action. They were eight to
about eighty. but they zailed into the
eriemy with thew revolvers, a second-lieu-
tenant rushing in with such vigour and
determination that the Tians were taken
completely off their guard and at once put
up their hands, actually taking the revol-
vers out «f the hands of the officers. They
were Germans trying to get back to their
garrison in Questioy.  Amongst them was
the messenger from  the lst Battalion
whom they had captwred, and he, too,
quickly kamaraded, being afraid that his
Afterwards
it was scen ithat these Germans bad a
machine-gun ready to fire. This Battalion
Comamander sent a eGrman officer into we
Quesnoy with a message asking the gar-
rison to snrrender. A platoon officer took
him ap to the innev gate. befcre which
the German burst into tears, Leing afraid
that his own men whould shoot him as a
deserter. The Diggers, however, insisted
“hat be should go.  They saw no more of
&im.  Aboutl thrce in the afternocn two
more Germans weve sent in with a message
to say that if the garrison did not come
vut in batches of five at a time the New
Zealanders would slaughier the whole lot.
These two peace envoys returned and
said that the (lerman soldiers were wil-
ling to surrender, Dut the commandant
would not ugree.  Apparently, however,
¢his dire threat Lad she cffect, for after-
witrds resistance gradually shzckene.d,‘ and
ihe New Zealanders were over the top of
the highest wall and into the citadel. One
lank that the New Zealanders directed to
2 machine-gnn nest- that was holding up
Tommies on the flank did really pood
work, B

Two scouts did @ very plucky thing.
They ran into a party of 20 to 30 Hans,
killed 12, and brought in the rest as pris-
oners.  Another thing was the dropping
of ammunition by our aeroplanes, a kinay
and daring action, though our men were
not in need of it

The advance was so fast that those be-
hind did not know of its extent, and ar-
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1> pay the latest bonus to all g
the service, including the le(‘onmti\:ﬂm_
whose dispute not hee ey’
settled. 3

has

French and Belgian military cief. by
signed an agreement settling the end
lines of a defeusive alliance betven fhe

two count-ies.

Political &
questions have vet to be consie

A confevence of Soulh Canteory wen
bers of the Protestun{ Political Assirtin .
endorsed the action of the Ceneld |
Churches iu Christehurch in drawinh
attention of the Prime Minister b
policy of the “New Zealand Tablet.”

Mr David Franvis, a former Ameria
Asnibassador e 1. has predicted i
the Soviet will go tu pieces I six wuntk
He said the effect of the vecent Unid
States Note wonld be delrimental tv B
shevik rule.—Aus. N.Z. Cable Asn.

The “National Tidende” stues
Trotsky, in a speech at Viloa, sil 1h'll
the solemn reception of Kamenei."ud_
Krassin as rcpresentatives of th fis#
Government in London meant {hal the
i Western Powers recognised the Sovin B
ernment. He wdded that Bolshedm W
captured the whole of Europe.

A great gathering of Freemasist;
¢uding New Zealand, Dritich, Ameredy J
and African delegates celel}rn@ x
centenary in Sydney of the gstabhshm.
tof the first Masonic Lodge it vl

M. Millerand stated at Le Quesacy ¥ ]
he recalled the New Zealandess Flfmi“'
in delivering the town, and smdv o
France did not contemplate re—commuif |
the horrors of war. “We have peiiff:w ,
added, “and we want it to be deb?

e arch 08
A news item states that tbe c]mr:I "t
not desire political mmyrd""ka}';g "
the Pope has telegraliphed “Tlh :
{ Mannix asking him rot to 1:m.d ’“:
| Mannis. denies the truth ol the “
ment. J
) et N .
Tt is announced that Deﬂle"a'k.
Brennan have signed articles Iorfni Iy
"match. The place, date, and ’f‘ml
rounds have not yeb been deters’ lwiil W
it is understood that the bout :
held before June, 1921 ,"f
altural S‘)“:‘L&
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a sound financial body.
amount to £51 7s 114, a.nd 8
are valued at £45, making #

7s 11d.
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The Queenstown folk ave 0
ally taken up the qu@tion
fallen soldiers’ men}orxa ;t o
meeting of the committee o s
secure designs in .conc o
Anbu.rh, of the Pablic Wor! 5o
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