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'+ We can soon

Demonstrate the

Jisdom of Buying your

il Papers

Here.

re mow making such an excellent
a: t Wallpapers, with charming
sz to match.

JR PATTERN BOOK is at Your Ser-
" If you are unable to call in and
+t the papers, write for this book and
shall send it Post Free.

JR COLOURS AND DESIGNS are
:ancing and Our Prices Inviting, so do
paper those rooms until you have in-
ted Qur Stocks. Nothing beiter to be
either in Quality, Design or Price.

D, SMALL
& 00Y.

UR CHAIRS AT YOUR SERVICE.

T

HEN you want a HAIR CUT or a

—="JHAVE you want it dore well,

n b you?
)3 el go to———

— A. E. BUTT'S

HAIRDRESSING SALOON,
ESK STREET.

e place where you always get the best
attention.

DRAKE, DEE STREET.
* (Near Club Hotel).

CHOICEST-nn
FRUIT, and
CONFECTIONERY
 ALWAYS OBTAINABLE,

—

Everybody's Fruit Confectioner,

The

~—PROPLE’S BQGT SHOP,—

. forner YARROW &nd McMASTER
. STREETS,

EAST INVERCARGIL.

——

BOOTS AND SHOES

At Jowest prices combined with best
possible quality.

Compare my prices with tewn,
REPAIBS A SPECTALYTY.

r————

ALEX. KIDD,
Bootmaker,

New

Control of Timber,

———

An explanation of the nannér’in which
the Government’s timber control system is
proteeting the local mavket i3 given in a
statement given by the Minister-in-Char
of regulations governing Ui exp ar
cortain varieties of building timber (Sir
Francis Bell).  He says that the export is
controlied in such a manncr that the limit.
ed permits do not reduce by oue board or
plank the m
Zealand market..

from 1st July) in the price of timber was '

wholly due to an incrsase of wages at the
mills.
The Board of Trade, says the Minister,

70 per cent of cost of timber at the miil.

beeu allewed to make by reasen of increas

ing timber on the New Zealand market
to-day js very mmuch less than the figures

is effected for the people of New Zealand |

by the agrement under which the miilers
are not able to {ake advantage o1 the
world market.,  The prices fixed for New

prices which could be obtained for ex-
port.  The local prices are based strict-
Iy ou the cost of prodaction with only a
reasonable profit for the millers.

When the regulalions restricling export
of building timher were gazelted, there
was a fairiy large esport with Australia
by certain mills.  Action was immediately
taken to reduce these mills’ exportations
and to prevent exportation by new mills.

In the case of rimu the maximum quantity °

that could be exported during a year
was definitely fixed by Order-in-Council,
and provision was also made for a yearly
reduction of. that quantity so that mills
which bad formerly been doing a large
export trade could gradually read nst their
business.  As new mills cannot complain
of hardship by a sudden prohibition of
all export trade, they are not allowed to
hegin exporting. The export of totara and

At no time since the quantities of certain

um available for the New |

The latest increase (as - milling ledustry o export, in conjunciion

with the requirements of the New Zealand.

August, 1219,

an Order-in-Council was
ed prese

vibing the maximum quan-
of rimu and kami that might be ex-
o feom New Zealand during the pre-
-v.d periods, a percentage ultimately
ieg export to a minimum. Under
thiz Oxder-in-Council no timber can e ex-
ported withovs a permit being jssued by
the Board of Trade.

After considering the claims of the saw.

market, the Board authorised ihe issue of
permits in rospect of vimu, for the pertod

b0 L 5 Ist July 1919, to 3lst March 1820, amocant-
has positive evidence that on the average

the factor of wages is responsible for ’ kauti, for the period 1st October, 1919, to

i 31st March, 1920, amounting to 3,267,000/t
Degpite the increase which millers have . . Y o the

g to 20,390,6000t., and in respect  of

Complele returns now to hand of the ex-

! - _ : tent to which these permits were operaled
ed cost of preduction the price of build- . show that the tolal quantity of rimu cx-

ported duving the period ahove referred to

. N ., TS was 8,503,000ft., and of kauri 384,00ut.
offered for export, so that a large saving i The whole of this export has taken place

rom the West Coast of the South Istanea .

. and North of Auckland mills, As showing
. the effect on the export trade of the con-

timbers for export were fixed have the

quantities so allotted amounted to the
maximum stated in the Order-in-Council.
Since 1st April no export of building
timber whatever has been permitted except

7 : J £ . . .
from the West Coast and the North of “available, conld place a lazge proportion of

Auckland district.  The export permits
issued to these two districts are subject
to the condition that full advantage must
be taken of all shipping available for New
eZaland ports. At present it is impassible
to lift from these cutlying mills the whole
of their output for the New Zealand mar-

ket, and if export was absolutely prohib-
ited, such a bar would wnob pat sancther
stick of building timber on the local max-
kets.  The only effect would be to block
the mill skids, and then the mills would
have {0 cease operations, with a lois te
employers and workers alike.

The Board of Trade; with the peison:
help of the Prime Minister, Liag been con-
stantly endeavouring during the past years
to obtain adequate shipping for supplies of
building timber for the Dominien’s many
needs. The output of the mills was larger
for the past year than it has ever heen,
and this big production could have been
increased if sufficient  labour has boen
availalde. Hven with the inereasing sup-
ply a shortage of tinber continues, be-
cause the demand continuez to be abnor-
mal {far in excess of the producition). Fow-
ever, by the operatien of the new build-
ing resolutions it is hoped that the posi-
tion, in regard to essentail building, wiil
be gradually improved, for the use of all
timber is now subject {o permit, and the
Board of Trade is checking the diversion
of timber to non-essential works at this
stage.

}

COPY OF LETTER RECEIVED FROM
THE BOARD OF TRADE.

Weliington, June 2nd., 1920.

Dear Sir,—From the newspaper this
morning the Board notes that a discussion
took place ot the meecting of your As-
sociation yesterday, and that a resolation
was passed ag follows - -

“That in the opinion of this conference
the present shortage of house property,
the excessive prices thereo! and the scare-
ity of building operations is largely the
direct result of the wholesale exportation
of building timber by most of the large
limber corporations throughout New Zca-
land, and that the Government be urged
to stop such exportation and to comman-
deer all available building material for the
erection of homes.”

I am directed by the Board to draw
your attention to the fact that on 19/F

» ixed ' trol exercised Ly the Board, I quote t.e
Zealand ports. At present it is impossible

following figuves in regard to the export of

rima and kauri during recent years:—
Yeur. Rimu, Kauri.
1916 o . 15,312,000 12,411,600
817 . ... 22,167,000 14,047,625
1818 30,391,000 7,707,411
1010 8,503,000 384,000

{9 months). (6 months),

Notwithstanding this reduction in ex-
port, the cutput of timber {rom sawmills

in New Zealand has been very materially |

increased, thus providing for the New Zea-
land market a much larger supply of
building timber than has been available

at any lime in the history of the Domin- |

ior.  All export permits issued hitherto
have been subject to a reservation that
they might be suspended by the Board at

any time should any user of timber in

the Dominion be unable to obtain a supply
heart matai has been absolutely prohibited. : y PPy

and be willing to avuil himself of the tim-

ber destined for export. ‘
The whole of the export of building tim.

ber at fthe present time is taking place

" from the West Coast of the South Island

and from: the North of Auckland province.
The West Coast sawmills, if shipping were

their output In Wellington and Christ-
church, but the North of Auckland mills,

j especially Hokianga mills, are called upen

to pay a very high rafe of freight to the
New Zealaud market, and at the present
time shippivg from Hokianga to New Zea-
land ports Is practically unobtainable.
Sheald, however, the Board be able to ar-
range shipping from Hokianga to any New
Zealand market,. the timber produced in
that district will hecome available for use
in New Zealand.  In fact, during the
last few days arvangements have been
made with the Publiv ks Department
to place an ovder for a substantial amount
of timber with the Hokianga mills, this
heing possible as avrangements could be
made for ihe Governinent steamer to lift
the {imber.

The present abnormal demand for build-
fug timber in the North Island has result-
ed in the whole of the output of the Main
Trunk wmills being absorbed inlo the dis-
trict betwen New Plymounth, Wanganui,
Palmerston North. Napier, and Auckland,
with the resalt thai Wellington is almost
entirely depedent on the West Coast of the
South Island ifcr jts supplies.  The dif-
ficulty here lies solely. in the shortage of
suitable shipping.

The statement reporfed as having been
made by Mr Harper, one of the delegates
to your Confrence, is substantially correct
as far as {he position on the West Coast
is concerned.  All the shipping at present
available from the West Coast for timber
to New Zealand ports is being fully wtil-
ised, and should it be found possible to
make further space for timber available,
the West Ccast sawmillers will supply.

In regard to prices, the Board's ac-
countants recently investizated the sawmil-
ler’s costs of production, and the Board
has fixed prices for timber in New Zealand
without taking into consideration the tact
that much bhighev prices can be obtained
by export.  ‘The prices ave fixed purely
on the hasis of cost, to allow a reasonable
return on the capital invested in the
industry. »

Asillustrating the diffienlties of the posi-
tion, ¥ am directed by the Board to point
out that some of your members have re-
cently acquired sawmilling areas on the
West Coast of the South Island, and bave
commenced operations, and they natural-
ly feel aggrieved at being compelled to

place their output on the New Zealand
market at New Zealund prices when they
could obtain a much higher price by ex-
port to Australia.

The position in regard to the shipping
difficalty expevienced arises from the fachs
thut New Zoaland is a coal importer from
Australia, and timber, especially from the
West Coast, provides suitable back loading
for tho coal boats. If this back loading’
were not available it is obvious the cost
of carriage of coal would be considerably
increased.

Considering all the circumstances of the
case, it is diffienlt to sce what mere the
(tovernment could do -to restriet expor |
without inflicting considerable financial
loes on the sawmilling industry, and pro-
bably causing unemployment.  Although,
as pointed out above, the production of
tirober has considerably increased in New
Zealand, it has not yeét reached its maxi-
mum oa account of the fact that this
industry along with others, is feeling the
effects of the acute labour shortage. For
instance, employment could be found for
double the number of men in some dis-
tricts, s

You will see from the above that two
facts are clearly deducible:—

1--That the production of timber at
present is greater ihan at any time in the
Dominion’s history.

2.—That the export of building timber
has practically ceased, except {rom Hoki-
anga and the West Coast of the South Is-
tand, and thai any furthei restviction of
export conld not result in making more
huilding timber avaitlable for New Zea-
land unless more shipping could be pro-
vided.

The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, in
a recent stalement, made the informaiisn
contained herein known to. the public, iut
possibly this may not have come under the
notice of the members of your Association,
~Y¥ours [aithfully,

(Sgd.) J. W. COLLINS,
Secretary.

WAR TROPHIES.

In addition to asking the layal co-opera.
tion of all soldiers for transport publica-
tious for the public library, we are anxious
to reccive on behalf of the Sonthland Wax
Museum a collection of trophies. It is
very iraportant that nothing be lost that
will be in any way a war trophy. South-
land soldiers bave played an important
part in the war and we must preserve,
for the benefit of those who follow, some.
thing of a tangible character.

Every part of the Dominion is seekingd

a rollection of trophies and we must not
be behind.  Numbers of articles which
have been bronght from the lattle front
are being lost sight of, and we would be
glad to receive anything at all. Name
and address t be sent, also full par-
ticulars of article, where found, stunt, etc,
Articleg can also be displayed in the mus-
eum and remain the property of the sen-
der, but can we, as vepresenting Southlund
soldiers, make a divect gift to the people.
Trophies can be sent to “The Digger’
office direct, box310, Invercargill; or to
My Croshy Smith. Athenacum Buildings,
Dee street, Invercargill.

MISSIHG.

2572102 TURNBULL (. P

The abovenamed left New Zealund
with "“J3 7" Company, 10th Reinforceinents,

and returned to New Zealand Ly “‘Rem-
uera,” October 1919,

Any information regarding present
whereahouts of the above-named will be
gratefuly received hy his velatives. Re
ply to: Cleneral Secretary, N.Z.R.8.A,
Wellington,

SOLBIERS !
The lTuvercargill Municipal library are
angious Lo have a complete file of al pub-
lications on trauvsports, or others published
by the scldiers. It is fitting and in the
interest, of all cuncerned that this file
should be ohtained, aud copies from gol-
diers will be greatly appreciated. Al
coples shwuld be accompanied by the send
er's full name and address, and wili he
acknowledged through the columns of
“The Thug We bave undertaken to
help the librarian in this matter and would
appreciate the action of returned men in
helping to bring it to a successful issue.
Copies can be forwarded to “The Digger,”
Box 310, Invercargill, or to the Publie
Library direct.

e’

Detroit is now the fourth city in the
United States. It considerably outrivals
Cleveland, Boston, Baltiinove, and Pitts-
burg, and has replaced St. Louis,

®

CHEAP MEAT.

ONLY PRIMEST QUALITY,
'BEEF AND MUTTON.

AT EVERYBODY'S
BUTCHERY.

A. CUNDALL,

Proprietor.

For several years Manager
City Meat Co.

(Kelvia St. one door from Esx St

Jy/ueRE D> YOU GET THAT
LOVELY F¥FRUIT?

THAT HANDSOME BOX OF SWRETS?,
THOSE BEAUTﬁ'UL PALMS AND
ASPIDISTRAS?

WHY AT
ELSH'S

FRUITERER AND CONFECTIONTR,

TAY STREET.

THEY HAVE ALSO CLEANEST AND
BEST OF FOUNTAIN DRINKS.

A, E. HODBS,

Proprietor,

Phone—400.

IN STOCK . . . .

Chocolate Raspberry, 1 Mnends,
Ginger, Raisin
tenant, Also

assortment Boiled Confectionery.

Cadbury’s, Fry’s Roumson's,
Auslbrook’s Fancy Boxes.

{onre,

2

Ring 1370 and 1 will have your Sacets

ready for you.

F. C. Jarvis,

“EXCELLA,” DEY STREET
Next Bank N.8.WW.

Books to Read.

L ATERT DETECTIVE NONV W,
5;6.
BERNARD TREVFES BT law

rence Clarke)
THE BROKEN FANG (vl Koy

HON., ALGERNON RKNOX (M
Oppenheim).

THE HOISE OF
Thrine}.

GUILE (Headon Hill).

THE LOST MR LINTHW AITE [BRS
Fletcher).

THE CAMP OF I'EAR (Leslie Hovard
Gordon).

KATE PLUS TEN (Edgar Walluceds

Gardner & Son,

TAY AND KELVIN STREEIR,
INVERCARGILL,

DANGER

AN



