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RABBITSKINS

J. K. iOOIIEY & 00.,
(Geo. Stewart, Manager),

STUART STREET, DUNEDIN.

P.O. BOX 54, DUNEDIN.

CASH BUYERS —

RABBITSKINS, SHEEPSKINS,

WOOL, HIDES, ETC.

Send us your consignments and you will
jeceive highest market prices and prompt
/eturns. We deal direct with the Over-
JBeas Manufacturers.

WE PAY HIGHEST MARKET PRICES.

CHARGE NO COMMISSION.
SEND PROMPT RETURNS.

A TRIAL CONSIGNMENT WILL CON-
VINCE' YOU.

i

'Phone—1415. 'Phone — 1415-

TRILLO'S GARAGE
* DEE STREET.

IS THE

BIGGEE'S GARAGE.

TAIGGERS, bring your REPAIRS along
—"Large or Small" —and have them

executed by an "Expert Digger." Tbs
more complicated it is the better I like it.

OIL, GREASE, PETROL, ACCESSORIES

AND FORD PARTS ALWAYS IN

STOCK.

ALL REPAIRS GUARANTEED.

C. S. TEILLO.

ENGINEER AND MOTOR EXPERT,
Dee street,

INVERCARGILL.

TWO DAIRY FARMS FOR SAI=E

Within six miles of Invercargill.

ONE
FARM 170 ACRES, subdivided into
suitable paddocks. Buildings : Good

thres-roomed house and scullery, xnotor
Bhed, cow'cyre (8 stalls), milking machme,
loose box, trapshed. Price £26. Terms.

ANOTHER CF 155 ACRES,

Divided into sevon paddocks; 40 aeres 2
years grass, 46 acres limed. Ro waste land
on the iarm. Buildings: Six-roomed hous©,
cowbyre for 20 cows; 5-stalled stable, gig
sh&d, windmill. Price £28. Terms.

THE HOUSE TC SUIT EETIRED

Six large and sunny rooms with steel
eeilings and heavy pannelled ceiling in din-
ing room; electric light throughout, porce-
lain bath and basin, hot and cold water
supply, also shower; ^-acre freehold, motor
garage. This properly is thorough ly sound
and in handy situation. Price

*
£1200.

{Terms arranged.

MEEK & OUGHTON
LTD.

v Land Agents,

i ESK STREET.

forests many miles behind the line. "You
having the good time up here?" I re-
marked to one sturdy warrior with the
name P. B. Te Pohatu printed with an
indelible pencil on his gas respirator. "No
fear," he replied, and when I asked hirn.
the reason he did not mince his words.
"Too much plurry Boche shell," he said,
with a grin that revealed a set of teeth
which would make light work of breaking
up even an army biscuit.
"Along the line of route, raen from the
Signal Company were still looking to the
communications. In a battle, when

things go wrong, signallers particularly
are cursed. And in a battle
things generally do .go wrong with signals,
so that at times human tlesh and blood
have to do the work of the wires. That is
often the case in the forward positions.
The running of lines from cable head to
Brigade forward stations is no sinecure,
and the maintaining of lines, once they
have been laid, is not easy when a fierce
battle is raging. In one section in this
battle thr.ee hundred yards of line was
broken in thirty places, and men worked
sixteen hours out of twenty-four endeav-
ouring to maintain the conn&ct-ion. One
lance-corporal was, in this battle, blown
up by shell fire for the fourth time.
On the first occasion he escaped with the
loss of his shirt ; the second time he was
blown out of a trench and suffered slight-
ly from shock ; while his thlrd experience
left him with some slight wounds."
Pushing mule tracks under shell fire was
an enlivening occupation. Reconnai sauces
had to be made for the forward mule and
infantry tracks across the wilderness of
the shell-holes, and material was carried
up under the enemy barrages.
Along these roads and tracks the D.A.C.
did splendid work. One watches them
a«dmiringly in daylight and darkness splash-
irtg along. Sometimes exploding shells
would blow men and mules off the tracks
altogether. Pathetic little groups lay
huddled in strange shap&s—men and
animals that had died in the strenuous
work of feeding the guns and the troops.
There was not time as yet to trouble about
burying them—the living and not the dead
were the chief concern.
Captain Ross tells of the fine action of
a transport corporal who stopped a team
which had bolted along a road full of
transport and troops. Returning, he
soon had the team clear, alt^ough one
horse had been killed and the driver
wounded. Wounded himself at this
stage, he carried on, attending first to the
driver and then contmuing his work with
Ihe eolumn.

THE TERRIBLE CONDITIONS IN THE
LA6T BATTLE.

The capture of the ridges beyond the
Ypres salient was the natural corollary to
the taking of the Messines Ridge. Aftex
a considerable advance had been made in
the battle of the Ridges by troops from
the Motherland, the New Zealanders on
October 4th entered the fight, with trSops
from the Old Country on their left, and
Australian troops on their right. The New
Zealanders Avere snccessful in capturing
the GravensRifel Ridge, Ahraham Heights,
and positions imrnediately beyond. Ihe
"pill-box" proiblem had been grappled
with, and found not to he insoluble. The
dead that lay just behind our front show-
ed how hard the fighting had heen in the
storming of these strong points. But
storm ed thev were.

The weather had been going from bad to
worse, and frequently the whole battle-
fi,eld was shrouded in mist and rain. Bring-
ing up ammunition and the working of
the guns became more and more di/ficult.
Vast quantities of material were being

[
gathered

at railheads and

dumps,

and fev.

erish activity reigned everywhere. In
clear glimpses between rain-storms and
fogs, the enemy shelled and bombed from
aeroplanes. Sometimes he got liis target,
but failed to hinder the great war
machine. The artill&ry struggled forward
with their pieces, overcoming almost sup-
erhumau difficulties. \Storms of gunfire
swept the German positions, ploughed the
lauds and roads, and interfered with their
communications.
j On the night of the 11th of October the

I New Zealanders were
ready

once more at

their starting place, Australians again on
their right, British, as before, on their
left. DuTing the night a cold rain fell,
and dawn came through mist and drizzle.
The divisions previously holding this
ground had made little hoadway,
for rain and mad were ' heavy
odds against them. Our jumping-off
place was consequently only a short dis-
tance beyond our former outposts. It
ran from a point near Adler House, past
Peter Pan, and on through Marsh Bottom
to the Ravebeek—a front of aboufc 1,600
yards. Away on the right, on the crest
of the ridge a little less than 2000

yards off, loomed the ruined buildings of
Passchendaele.
First to be attacked, with nest of pill-
boxes and machine-guns, were the Cemet-

ery, Wolf Farm, Wolf Copse, and Belle
vue. Thick across the whole of Bellevue
Spur was uncut wire of the low picket
pattern, 2 feet 6 inches high, and varying
from 20 to 40 yards in deplh. It had
been part of the damaged wire in the
Staden-Zonnebeke defences, but, having
been repaired, it was again formidable.
The ground between Wolf Farm and Wolf
Copse and about Marsh Bottom, faxther
on the right, was very marshy.
Before our men lay the most adverse
conditions for an attack —greasy mud,
waterlcgged shell-holes, concrete redoubts
fronted with wire and crammed full with
machine- guns. The greatest impediment
to success was the inefficiency of the artil-
lery. It had been impossible to bring
many guns up, and accurate shooting was
considerably hindered by the constant slip-
ping of the gun traiJs. The sum total of
this was that the infantry had not the
splendid barrage essential for the thorough
cutting of the wire and the shocking of the
pill-boxes.
Following the thin barrage, the ad-
vancing waves of infantry found them-
selves raked with machine-gun fire, sniped
with rifles, and even shot at by machine-
gunners perched on little platforms in the
almost branchless trees.

«•:••••

In the early morning, when I viewed
the attack from Hill 37, there was not the
usual intensity of fire, and progress was
clearly slow. Later in the morning, ihe
mists lifting, the Passchendaele Ridge re
vealed itself above the shell and bullet-
swept slope. In one hollow away on the
left there was an inferno of shell-fire, and
the black smoke of the German crurfrps
rose at intervals along the line and farther
back.
The whole line was being held up by
masses of barbed wire and with a wither-
ing machine-gun fire, against- which fur-
ther advance, without increased artillery
preparation, was impossible. In spite of
this, wave after wave went forward. Nnm-
bers were shot down, hut still they per-
severed. Of individual heroism there
were many examples, but dozens and
scores of brave deeds must pass imrecord-
ed.
In the afternoon the attack was broken
off.
The walking wounded were struggling
back. Mud-stained and blood-stained,
some smiling and cheerful, others t-hought-
ful and with wan faces, often leaning on
a comrade's shoulder or a-rm, the little
stream came trickling down. Hot food
and drink bucked them up wonderfully.
The Medical Corps and a host of
stretcher-bearers toiled all day and night.
The infantry fought till they were ex-
hausted, and the stretcher-bearers toiled
until they were in the last stages of fati-
gue. For two days and two nights, under
fire, through sodden, shell-torn ground and
vicious weather, they carried ihe wounded.
There was mud on the battlefield often
four feet deep. The weariness of the work
was beyond description. The ground was
almost impassable. By day they were
under observation of the enemy ; by night
they trusted to their luck in the darkness.
Infantry, Artillerymen and Army Service
Corps men assisted in this work, a.nd by
10.30 a.m. on the 14th the whole of the
New Zealand seetor was ciear of wounded.
Captain Ross describes ihe splendid
work of a signalling sergeant who, when
the colonel of a Canterbury Battalion was
killed, had a long and arduous time finding
the next senior officer to command. One
after another he founct them casualties,
but eventually found the Lieutonant whom
the succession of casualties had made
O.C. In doing so he passed over consider
able distances of the fire-swept desolation,
and went to headquarters twice before he
finally ron his man to earth.
There were two nasty "pill-boxes" close
to the little Ravebeek stream, and an
Otago platoon, swinging round to fi 11 a
gap, found itself under their fire. It also
suffered from rifle fire which came from a
trench near the "pill-boxes." The officer
in chai'ge imrnediately led his men forward
and eaptured it. The "pill-boxes," how-
ever, continued to liold out, for t-he Ger-
mans were now fighting well. Holding
the garrisoji with a frontal attack by a
Lewis gun and working round the fianks,
some of them eventually suceeeded in
capturing both "pill-boxes" and about 30
•prisoners. By this time the platoon was
reduced to two—the officer and his bat-
man. He constituted himself tlie gar-
rison. of the "pill-boxes," and remained in
one while his batman was sent to report to
battalion headquarters. The batman was
killed before he had gone far. Some
Australians then appeared on the scene,
and the New Zealander took them into
the "pill-box." He repeatedly endeavour-
ed to get messages back, and had no fewer
than five runners shot in the atte-mpt. He
lield on till evening, ancl then in com-

pliance with instructions, rejoined his com-

pany, of which he was by this time the
commander. He reorganised his men
under shell fire, consolidated the position
chosei., and established part of a new line.
Captain Ross records many other fine
deeds, but, alas, there is not the space in
these pages for them. They were mostly
performed in splendid attempts to force

passages in the uncut wire and reorganis-
ing shattered units, and in consolidating
some sort of a line. In one dark, wet

night the depleted brigades worked stren-
uously, attempting to form a respectable
line hi the morass of mud and shell noles.

The following excellent description of
the terrible conditions under which our fel-
lows attacked on the 12th are given in the
"Bystander" of October 24th: —
". . . . Such areas as are not actual

lagoon are a standing marsh of deep crat-
ers, separated only by narrow, shelving
banks of mud, and it is across such land
that our men went to the attack af ter days
of storm and bitter cold, where heavy rain
had added to the floods, and they t-hem-
selves were soaked and chill and weary. .

"They went in the grey of dawn and in
the teeth of machine-gun and rifle fire. . .
The men waded ankle-deep and knee-deep,
they went up to their waists in shell-holes
a-nd struggled through or they sank to
their necks and were helped out by com-
rades. . . . But they kept on unflinching-

ly, through one great cratei* after another,
and the stretcher-bearers (especially picked
out by the German snipers) went forward
and back over the battlefield without a
thought of their own fatigue
"As for the wonnded, who lay for hoprs,
days, hidden in deep craters, who had to
be carried from two to thr.ee miles through
the morass,

'
and sometimes were so com-

pietely embedded in the mud that the
baarers had to dig them out (in the case
oi the seriously wounded a long and
delicate operation)." Ah, well! as the
eye-witnesses say, perhaps it were better
not to paint too plain a picture of the
lurid scene of war.

A WHITE NEW ZEALAND.

RETURNED SOLDIERS TO DISCUS3
QUESTION. '

Questions affecting the iiifiux of Asiatics
into New Zealand are to be considered
by the Wellington Returiied Soldiers'
Association shortly. Mr J. McKen-zie
has given notice to introduce a motion
dealing with the invasion of coloured
people, alien in race, lNnguage, and re-
ligion," and one of the propositians to
he discnssed will be a suggestion that
the number of Hinaus allowed to rema-in
in .New Zealand sliall not exceed the
number of New Zealanders who settle in
India.
Another motion, to be proposed by
Mr John I. Fox, is as fol'lows :— "Whilst
in thorough agreement .with the policy
of a 'white New Zealand,' this associa
tion is of the strong opinion that in or-
de-r to maintain such a principle, a vig-
orous policy of immigration must be
prosecuted, and a sound scheme of na-
tional defence established on the lines
of a citizens' defence force."

NEW ZEALAND PERMANENT FORCE.

The provisions of the financial instruc
tions and allowance regulations relating
to medical attendance and sick leave
have been extondcd to cover the wliole
of the personnel of the New Zealand Per-
manent Force, including those temporar-
ily employed. Returned soldi.ers suf-
fering from a recrudescence of disabili-
t-ies contracted on a-ctive service shall be
deemed to be "first class" sick, and ref-
duction to half-pay will be automatically
effected. In the cases of temporarily em
ployed personnel placed on sick leave on
account of disabilities caused by wounds
or sickness contracted in the late war,
normal sick leave should not usually ex
ceed oue month, the soldier being dis-
charged a£ the end of that period, and
his case thus b rough t into its proper
status un-tlor the Commissioner of ±'en-
sions. If, however, recovery is likely
within a short period a recommendation
should be made to the general officer
ccmmanding for continuance of full pay.

When a Japanese girl is born, a pair
of dolls1 are presented to her, and she
plays with them until she is quite grown
up. Then, if she marries, she takes care
that the dolls are eventually given to her
danghiers (if any), and she adds to the
ntrmher of dolls in aiccordance with.
the nnmbers of her daughters ! Cbnse- ,

quently, in some cases, a large number of
dolls are col'ected.

Alex Peat & Co LtJ
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Garage 'Phone—471LEET STRECT, mTERCARoiu.
Sole Southland Agents: Allen M

and Oldsmobile Cars.

FOR SALE.

11916
Five-seater Buick pUm • ,

self-starter, new baUery
thmg complete ; just as good as neSguaranteed in first-class order P, A
1 1916 five-seateT Dodge • electn >

'

self-starter, new battery, newlv ^and in tip-top order. PriCe fVn ^
De tDion Delivery Yan; s,llablgrocer or carter. Can be purcha.^ "reasonable. Call and inspect. T®1

Other Second-hand cars from £195]£28.0 ^

INSPECTION INVITED. THE pJ
IS RIGHT. ^

fJlYRES REPAlRjj)

By the

AMHRIGAN

VULCAOTSUfG

PROOESS,

A BIG SAVING TO M^TS. I

TYO not throw your old Comets »»
The B. and F. Rubber Co.cn rtpji

any size of blow out, wkethei
through canvas or not.
An expert staff of Diggers te atfcnii
your repairs.

Address—

B. AHD F. RUBBER 00, j
KELVIN STREET.

'Phone—1557.

A TRIAL SOLICITED,

C
'

'

•yrrT-TEP.E
to get your prim

J0IXTS,

WHERE THE BEST OF MEAT t\

KEPT.

PRIME GX BEEF

And

WETH1S HUWS

CHEAP FOR CASH,

At the Leading MEAT Suppi®1

WILLS AHD SIETCALFEi j

CASH BUTCHERS.

Dee street.

Registered Plumber. Telephones.
320, House 74.

f. K. SSlTISEil

(Member R. San. Inst-,
Lo*'

,

Successor to Anchor an
j

SANITARY HEATING
AJJ'

LATING ENGINE^

ESK ST., INVERCAEC^
Sole Agent in Southla^

0

Patent Ventilating SkyJg" ^ (

Supreme Petrol Light
^

shortest notice. _ u{.

Certii Sanitary Science-

Inspector

All work done by

JGENEEM. 0ABBB5

'Phones—^'
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