
Gooct

Properties.

IF
you are on the look out for

a Horae or a Farm come in

and see ns. We have several good

Houses for sale at the present timo

and can give

IMMEDIATE

POSSESSION.

Send us particulars of any Pro-

perty you have to seli. We can -

sell it for you.

M°KAY BRQS.
AUCTIONEERS AND LAND

AGENTS.

EXCHANGE MART.

INVERCARGILL.

Box— 17. 'Phone — 15.

nYCLES and all Cycle Sundries for The
l J Digger.

*

SEWING MACHINES for'Mrs Digger.

PRAMS, PUSH CARTS, and PUSH
CHAIRS for The Little Diggers.

Repairs to Cycles, Prams, etc., by Expert
Mechanics.

Give us a trial and we will do our best
for you.

Thomas Bird,

THE PRAM AND OYCLE SHQP,

122 DEE STREET, INVERCARGILL,

Telephone 862.

SPEND THflT £50 TO THE

BEST AOVANTACE.

J^Y
spending a pound here and a pound

there you cannot buy to the best ad-

vantage.

Make out a list and buy from the ONE

reliable firm,

VERNON SMITH & 00.
ATHENAEUM BUILDINGS,

INVERCARGILL.

Our stocks include Household Iron-

mongery, Glassware, Cutlery, Tools for all
trades — in fact everything in the house

hold line.

Were You in Egypt ?
_ — Get

"THE MOUNTED RIFLEMAN IN SINAI
AND PALESTINE"

(A. Briscoe Moore).
Late Lieut. Auckland Mounted Rifles.

Profusely illustrated from photographs.
Price 5/* Posted 5/4.

OTHER NEW WAR BOOKS :

"The New Zealand Division" (ex 2nd
Lieut. O. E. Burton ) . A short resume

of the Diggers' campaign in Gallipoli
and France, by one who came rteht
through. Price 2/-. Posted 2/3.

"The Australian Victories in France in
1918" (General Sir John Monashb
Fully illustrated. Price 24/- Posted
25/ -

"The Story of the Fifth Australian Divi
sion" ( Captain A. D. Ellis). With
foreword by Marshal Foch. PIow tliis
famous Division fought at Polygon
Wood, Messines, and Villers-Bret-
toneux is fully described by this irn-
posing volume of 470 pages. Illus
trated. Price 17/6. Posted 18/6.

Bible Depot,
-

ATHENAEUM BUILDINGS,

INVERCARGILL,

FEOFESSIONAL.

W. Macalister, B.A., LL.B. ; S. Morell

Macalister, LL.B. ; Horace J. Macalister,

LL.B.; Alan B. Macalister.

MACALISTER BROS.,

Barristers and Solicitors,

INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved security at

current rates.

U G. HALL JONES, B.A., LL.B. (late
*
Rattray, Armstead and Murray, and

late James Harvey).

P.O. Box 48. Telephone 36.

RATTRAY & KALL-JONSS,

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,

ESK STREET, INVERCARGILL, N.Z.

MR
CHARLES DUERDEN, Pianist, is

open for engagement at private

parties, dances, socials, etc. Address
—

25 Princess etreet, Georgetown, Invercar

gill.

STOUT
& LILLICRAP,

SOLICITORS,

Esk street.

MONEY TO LEND

On Freehold Security at Current Rates

of Interest.

gEDDELL
& HEWAT.

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,

72 ESK ST. (Opp. Times Office),

INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved

security at current rates. Solicitors
under Discharged Soldiers' Settleroent
Act.

SOUTHLAND
SCHOOL OF HIGH

LAND AND CLASSIC DANCING.

Rooms over Wesney Brothers, Dee street.

ALEX. SUTHERLAND, Principal.
Miss Melba Lipscombe, Assistant.

Box — 41. Telephone — 1410.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

Casual Advertisements — One insertion, 4/-

per inch ; 3/- per inch for each sub-

sequent insertion (prepaid).

Births and Marriage Notices — 3/6 one

insertion; 5/6 two insertions.

Death Notices — 3/6 one insertion, 5/6 for

two, and 7/6 for three insertions.

Memorial Notices — For notice only, 3/6;
notice with verse, 3/6, plus 6d per
line for each verse.

Wanteds, Lost and Founds — 1/- for one
insertion of sixteen words.

IN MEMORIAM.

BALLANTYNE. — In loving memory of
Private Alexander Stuart Ballantyne
(Toot), 7th Reinforcements, who died from
wounds received in France, 13th July,
1916.

Sleep on, dear Alex., your battles are

o'er,
In a far off land you lie;
For freedom's cause vou nobly fought,
And a brave soldier you have died.

— Inserted by his mother, father, sister,
and brothers.

"The Digger."

FRIDAY, JULY 9, 1920.

LAND FOR SOLDIERS.

The vigorous attack made by Mr Mit-

chell, M.P., for Wellington South, on the

Government's land settlement policy is

one which will be readily appreciated by

every returned soldier who *has given a

moment's consideration to the op,erations
of the Discharged Soldiers' Settlement

Act. • Not
very long after this Act came

into force a feeling of insecurity began to

exist which is every day becoming more

apparent. The public have apparently re

garded iegislative enactments ^ealing with

soldier settlement as a piece of machinery
which was of untold benefit to the soldiers.

Any complaints by associations have fre-

quently been' mgarded as grousing and

have fallen upon deaf ears. Although we

do not wish to associate the "Dominion"

with this attitude vof; the public, because

we are sure that the majority of the people
are at least above "political bias," "never-

theless the "Dominion" thinks that at a

time when complaints are being raised on
all sides it is perhaps not surprising that

returned soldiers should add something
to the chorus. This state of mind al-

ways has a prejudical effect and obscures
sound reason and judgment, and is not a

progressive factor making for the adjust-
ment of the various difficulties which exist.
Tliis is not a party question as far as

returned soldiers are concerned. It is the

mere fact that the land settlement policy

has failed to provide adequate security

for the settler. Mr Mitchells strong

condemnation of . the Land Purchase

Boards is consistent with the atti

tude of every association throughout the

Dominion. The R.S.A. have never felt

that the Government was buying land at

a price giving a reasonable factor of

safety for the settler. Mr Mitchell in-

stances a case where a southern estate

owner who fought to keep his son away

from the war, received £10 per acre for

his land, and the Government settled it

at £11. The land was so poor that the

settlers were now unable to make it pay.
A large number of soldiers have been

settied on land which is poor and unable

to hold grass for any length of time. They
have paid the war-inflated value on land

that they fought to proteet and the con-

sequent reaction will be that when in-

dustries become more stabilised they will

have to approach the Government for a

decrease in the rent or else go to the wall.

An estate at- Eketahuna of 10,138 acres was

bought by the Government for £81,000.
Its rateable value was £19,000, and capital
value £44,000, so the Government paid

£37,000 more than the value of the land.

When they settled there the valua-tion

was raised 38 per cent. The former owner

u&ed to pay £158 in rates, but the soldiers

had to pay £600. This is a striking illustra-

tioh of the Government's land settlement

policy. These are the conditions which the

R.S.A. are aware of, and are fighting not

only in the interests of the soldier, but

that of the State. In Taranaki a speculat-

ing" parasite bought land at £35 per acre

and sold it at £45 to returned soldiers.

WLile the men were standing on the fire-

step they were preserving intact the land-

ed interests of this speculator, and others

who did nothing more than exploit the

nations calamity, and yet any opposition
from returned soldiers is regarded as

grousing. On other oocasions the Wel

lington daily has regarded R.S.A. activity
as one of grousing, but the "Dominion" is

so tied up in the realm of party politics
that we do not expect the propogation of

our claims in its columns so long as we find

fault with any phase of departmental

muddling. However, returned men know

from experience what is the practical out-

come of the administration of the Dis

charged Soldiers' Settlement Act, and are

not likely to be influenced by its attempt
to camouflage the real situation. The

Association has endeavoured to arrest the

attention of members of Parliament by the

submission of a land settlement policy
which would ensure effective repatriation,
but so far the Government have followed

the old track, and inllated values antagon-
istie to the wellfare of the soldier is the

result, The R.S.A. have advocated the

cutting up of large estates, beginning with

those of £100,000 and over in value and

prcceeding in order of magnitude until the

demand is satisfied. Throughout this

country there are large tracts of land

which is not in its full state of productiv-

ity and closer settlement is needed. If

the present owners will not sell, then put
into operation the compulsory clauses of

the 1908 Act. These estates should be

tabulated and acquired at pre-war value

and thus soldiers would not be purchasing
at war inflated values of an unstable char-

acter. Greater advances should be made

to men taking up virgin country. The

Commissioner of Crown Lands in Welling
ton recently stated, that men who had

taken up virgin bush country were making

splendid progress and had already felled

and grassed 10,000 acres, all of which

was now carying stock. On the other

hand the purchase of separate farms has

tcnded to inflate values. Here we have

1),000 acres of what was hitherto unpro-
ductive land brought into a state of pro

duction, and likewise the settlement of men

on estates would be a factor in increasing

production, and not inflate values. Here

again it has to be considered wheVher
it. is advisable to take experienced men
off the land and allow them to join the

land gamble through the Government cash

transaction. The oecupation of the land

we have referred .to not only ensures in-

creased production, but offers returned sol

diers their best chance of attaining secure

independence. On. the other hand to
establish men on highly improved land
is bound to entail a decline, temporar Jy
at least, in production and at the same
tij.'ia imposes on soldier settlers at tl?e out-
set of their career on the land a maxi-
n am financial handicap.

Grocer robbed ! It is a great prty for

anybody to be robbed, but that Mr Bax

ter, the well-known cash grover who takes

every opportunity to reduce the cost of

living, by loweiing the price of groceries,
should be robbed of his greatest pleasure
in selling sugar at such low rates as to
sweeten the whole community at least cost,
seems scarcely fair. Mr Baxter, however,
we understand, intends aelling the sweet-
est honey and other commodities to compen-
sate being robbed of his former pleasure
of "selling' sugar much below tariff.

AN APPRECIATION.

Another appreciation of "The Digger" is

to hand. Colonel Pow, who is now occupy-

ing the position of general secretary to

the New Zealand Soldiers' Association,

writes as follows :—

"First of all allow me to congratulate

you on your A1 production— it is a really

live paper.
"From time to time I will send you in-

formation that will prove valuable for

insertion.
' '

SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL.

Matters in connection with a soldier' s

memorial for Otautau are well in hand,

and the design is of a non-utilitarian char-

acter. It was decided to adopt the

design of Mr Fraser, at a cost of £925.

The chairman (Mr E. Harrington), and

Messrs J. G. Baker, R. Seatter and L.

Thompson were appointed a committee to

supervise erection.

OF INTEREST TO SOLDIERS.

The following letter has been received

and is published for general information.

Dear Sir, — In connection with the repre-
sentations of the New Zealand Returned

Soldiers' Association regarding the ejection
of returned soldiers from rented properties
and the protection affoj'ded

under the War

Regulations Act of 1914, I have pleasure
in advising that notice has been given, by
the Prime Minister, of the Expiring Laws

Continuance Bill, and that this will con-

tain a clause extending the legislation
above referred to for a further period of

twelve months.

This information is forwarded to you

thinking that same will be of interest to

some of your readers.
— Yours etc.,

J. POW,
General Secretary.

CITIZENS' BALL.

We are glad to note the feeling of good

fellowship existing between the public and

returned men, We have always felt that

R.S.A. activities on Anzac Day could not

fail to show the people that we stood solid-

ly for good citizenship. General Bird-

wood's visit was another score, and it is

hoped that the R.S.A. will always main-

tain those good relations which must be

a factor in securing public opinion as a

power behind the R. S. A. when they are

fighting for their legitimate rights, which

after all, is fair dues to the soldiers wid-

ows and children, the maimed, and those

who have been dislodged from employment

during the great European war. The

citizens of Invercargill have stood loyally
behind the soldier during the great con-

flict, and are now inviting all returned

men to a ball to be held towards the end

of the month. The ball will be adver-

tised later, but the question of sending
invitations is impracticable. Men have

changed addresses and some are likely to

be missed. The invitations will be by
advertisement and all returned men are

asked to watch the papers for details.

SOLDIERS' LAND BALLOTS.

PREFEREN CE TO LIMBLESS MEN.

The matter of preference at soldiers'

land ballots to limbless men was dis-

cussed at a meeting of those so affliet-
ed last evening, and the following mo-

tion was carried :— "That this meeting

expresses its desire to co-operat,e with

T.B. soldiers to secure preference at

future ballots where sections are con

sidered to be suitable |or limbless and

T.B. soldiers.'

Although the price of rabbit skins has
f'-'ler substantial cheques are still being
made.

Sale-rousing values at our big Reliability
Sale. Come in and ~ see these supreme
values. Over 500 pieces striped flannel-
ette to select from. These prices are much
below the present manufacturers' cost.
Ten pieces only dark flannelette, 27in
wide, usual price ls 6d, sale price ls ; 200
pieces striped flannelette, ^9in to 30in
wide, usual price ls 9d to 2s 6d, sale price
ls 3d to^ ls lld ; 280 pieces best quality
flannelette, procurable in Horrockses and
other famous makes, usual price 2s lld, 3s
6d, sale price 2s 6d, 2s lld ; white flannel
ette, 29in wide, sale price ls 6d, ls lld;
best white flannelette procurable, sale price
2s 6d, 2s lld. Colonial pure wool blan-
kets for double beds, sale price 55s. A
iew only mill reject blankets, large sizes,
45s and 49s 6d. Doctor flannel in all col-
ours, sale price 3s lld to 4s lld. We are
confident a visit of inspection will repay
you at the Progressive Stores, where su
preme values are being offered daily. H.and J. Smith, Ltd., Tay street, Invercar
gill and Mana street, G'ore.

WAIRIO JOCKEY CLUB.

annoal smoke
conoert

The members of the Wairio Jockev n
held their annual smoke concert
Coronation Hall at Nightcaps last
Despite the wet night there was a

^

attendance, members coming froni
^

of the district, and a
party 0f

motored out from Invercargill. The
"

dent, Mr Thomas Todd, occupied^a'
chair. During the evening many i

ing features of the club's activity Caffie ,

light and there was evideijce 0f a

friendly feeling existing which is
essentfal

in any clnb if it is going to make pro,
gress. Frequent reference was made t>
Mr Nathaniel Bates, who had the i

record of being president of the club |ot
21 years. He was the type of man ^
club could ill afford to lose and the valn
able work done by him and the committj
during those early days of tha Club's
existence could not fail to be appreciated
Mr Todd has also held this office for J
number of years, and it speaks well fot
the Wairio Club that they are able to
work together for the welfare of the
Club. The secretary (Mr W. A. Saund-

ers) gave some interesting details of tio

early days of the dub. The Club held
its first meeting on March 2, 1892, when
there were eight races and llOsovs io
stakes. • The amount

put through the

totalisator on that occasion was £520. The

opening event was an open hurdle race
and won by the present clerk of the cosrst
at Riverton, who at that time vrsskunts-
man to the Birchwood Ilounds.

tance was two miles over a chippe&W
sock track, taking 4min 54 l-5secs.

Maiden Plate was won by Johnny, ^
he was disqualified because he had won j
race at Riccarton. The race was given U

Kingbird, ridden by Joe Blee. In fe;f

good old days the stakes were very smillj
the Wairio Cup being £20 for a distam

of two miles. Juno, a locally ownij

mare, won the race with R. Telford tj
rider. Parvula won the Flying Handica|
F airy Queen won the mile hack race o

I5 miles. Gardenia won the Consolatioi
race of one mile. A three. mile trot wai
won by PolJy in 11 minutes 49-Jj seconJ

The following year there were ten races,!
the meeting being held in February. Cati-'
edral won the open hurdles of two mih t
in 4 minutes 42 seconds. Billy scoredM

Wairio Cup of two miles in 3min 59|scc.,I

being ridden by his owner, S. Brennalo. i

On this occasion Watermark won the Fiy- 1
,
ing Handicap

with R.
Telford on his bacisi

and J. Telford won with Johnny in thj 1

District Race. T. Aiken rode Bansheoi

in the three mile Trot in 9min 55sec. A ]

present day committeeman and steward of

the Club (Jack Walsh) won two races

that day;
— the Maiden Plate with Jenny

and the Hospital Race with Tyrant. The

Clnb now gives £1000 in stakes and put-

ting £10,000 through the totalisator and
j

contributes £500 per aniium to the Govern- 'j
ment. These interesting items indicating |

the progress of the Club, reflect great
J

credit on the committee, whom Mr Saund- -1

ers stated had done a large amount «/ S

voluntary work.

In replying to the tca-st of

ners and Breeders' Association ;

Grieve considered that all owners and

breeders should belong to the Association
1

and make tbemselves a force felt in racfflg I

matters. By unity of action they
could 1

remedy the present unsatisfactory
railway

conditions. The Association should have ,

its representatives at the Racing Confer J

ence and should endeavour to h»w
J ;

Metropolitan Club in Invercargill)
as|

Southland was in the position to
mans?« ;

its own affairs. Bill then put the acidonj
to the owners and breeders present

as

j
as far as we could judge muzzled

the

o|
of them as members. ,

,

Mr W. Taylor, in proposing
the to
j j

"of Parliament," said it was a good

for clubs to come together and
have
WJB

tercourse in matters associated vi
1

J

ing. As far as Parliament
was conceI ,1

—well, I don't like them ?
The po

'^|

the Liberal Government was the 0
JJ

1

which met the requirements
of the 1

Labour. had a lot to thank
the
^ |

Government for as it had always
s

^
I

the interests of the work ers. ^
1

wanted to-day was for our P°
1

^
^

I

gravitate back to the Lihera1-1"

Ballance and Seddon
adffllDJbs

J

Speaking to the toast
of kindr

Taylor stated that
all clubs s

0
^
J

bine and make the Southlan
^

oi |

a metropolitan body and
ta e
^

racing throughout Southland.
^
Jl

stated that Parliament should
^
A

ing, b'ut it will. be
a s°rD

,
^

hM

ing should this happen. parlia®cll j
kept it a clean sport,

an 1

gyppresse^l

assumes control racing
w1 , jcft

f !

He various oluta
^

»

carry on the sport
as in x^i\

Mr K Russell considered
l
^

was more progressive
m


