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MATER'S LETTEB BOX.

Teddy, N orth Invercargill, -flMaier is

pleased to liear from you and trusts to

hear from you again. Your writing is

very good. — Mater.

'THE BRAVE DOG.

P.eter was Ihe name of a big collie dog
who lived with a shepherd at a village
in Russia. He helped his master to look
after the sheep to see that no harm came

to them, and to watch for the wolves

which often prowled about.

One da-y the shepherd did not take

Peter with him, for the dog had trapped
his foot, and h'e thought it would be''best

to give him a nest. The dog waited pati-

ently for his master 's return. The night
came on, but the shepherd did not come.

Heedless of his wounded foot, the dog
set out to find him. He -had to travel

a long way before he got to the place
where the shepherd was, and his foot was

very painful. Eventually he found him.

The shepherd had, got so'tired that he sat-

down on the grass to have a little rest be

fore making his way home, and had fa'llen

asleep.
A few yards av/ay was a wolf ready to

spring on the nian. Th,e dog saw the
wolf and immediately sprang at it. The

noise of Peter's barking woke the shep
herd, who seized his knife and waited his

chance to kill him. The wolf managed to

get the dog on the ground, and did not
see Ihe approach of the shepherd who sta'b-
bed the wolf, and it rolled over dead.

Ihe shepherd took the dcg home, and
he will never forget how he saved his life,
hut for Peter he would not be aliVe now.
Peter is well cared for, and I think he des-
.erves it, don't you?

BETTY'S FAIRY TALE.

(By Tedply, North Invercargill).

Thore was pnce a little girl named Betty
M1 izabeth Brown who had a lovely lilac

tr.ee in her garden. One day as she was

playing in her garden, what do you think

she fouiid? A little fairy crown. It was

decorated with beautiful gems. She set
it on her golden curls and began to danc'e

around. Now, as you know that is the

way to summon the fairies. She got a

great surpjise. They cried aloud to her

and palled her dress in wrath. "You

naughty cliild, you've got the crown of

our queen on your tousled mortal hair!"

"It isn't tousled at all and take the

crown!" cried Betty. She threw it in

their midst and ran away. They chased
her and caught her. They held her and

called to.some other fairies, "Bring the

fairy flying ship. We'll put her in and

send her ,of£ to a far away country. We'll
also make her sail for the rest of the sum

mer day." The ship was brought all

l'sgged with blowing sails. A thousand

fairies lifted her and placed her in the

ship and pushed it, and lo ! poor Betty

was afloat. The poppi.es in her garden
raised up their heads and stared at poor

Betty in the boat. Betty held the rope
bravely and tried her hardest to steer,
and the fairies above watched the frighten-.
ed poppies. She had not gone far when
she struck a fountain top and the sails
came -slowly drifting down and Betty fell
ker — splash into deep water. Two hungry
turtles ivere swimming there and when

they saw Betty, tried to take a bite out of

her leg. Some fairies flew and helped her
out and wrapped her in a fairy robe. The
i'obe was mad,e out of sky blue velvet with
suow-white 4ur collar and cuffs. Now

you know fairies change their minds just
like you or I. They dried her hair by

•

fanning it and gave her the crown to

keep. They th'fcn flew away to fairy-
land. Betty still keeps the robe and
crown. She shows them to all her play-
mates who won't believe the tale o. how
she had a ride and fall. On some moon

light nights she wears the clothes and
dances on the ground, nnder her lilac tree
to bring the fairies down. Then they
dance about with her where no one may
se.e, while through the. lilac tree the tiny
stars peep.

The Home.

TO PICKLE ONIONS.

I believe if a concensus of opinion on
tliis subject could be obtained it would be
found that pickled onions are preferred
by a large majority to pickles of any other
kind soever. Allowed that some
f astidious f olk think it a' vulgar taste, that
I am sure will not deter sensible people
from- indulging their liking for this relish.
Au easy method is to peel them and if a little
warm water be poured over them the task
will be less disagreeable. As you do them
throw the onions into cold vinegar. Put
them into wide-mouthed glass bott^es or

into earthenwafe jars. Place layers of

spice with them, allowing an ounce of

whole pepper, a teaspoonf ul of mustard

seed, and a quarter of a teaspoonful of

coriander seeds to each-quart of onions.

Gover with sold vinegar, and cork securely.

As the vinegar is absorbed by the onions

more must be added so as to keep them

well covered. This is very essential.

ENAMELLED WARE.

Enamelled saucepans and other enamel-

led ware which have hecome discoloured

through constant use may be rendered

beautifully white by boiling for a short

time in water to -which has been added a

little common washing soda and a small

packet of chlorido of lime. After boiling

for about ^ an hour, wash very thorougbly

in clean water, and the utensils will look

like new.

If bright saucepans and kettles have
to

he used on a smoky fire, . smear a. little

grease on the bright part ; this will pre-

vent the smoke from hlackening it. If

washed afterwards in hot water the pan

will be as bright as ever. Eresh lard rub-

bed over new tin ware, and well heated

in the oven be.fore use, will prevent it ever

rusting afterwards, no matter how much
' it is put into water.

TIGHT STOPPERS.
'

Who at some time or other has not been

resisted by a firmly fixed stopper ? Tight-

ened fruit-tin lids, cruet stoppers, and

screw tops are soraetimes quite immovahle.

A simple plan is to take a piece of coarse

sandpaper, cover the lid or stopper, turn

sharply, and the top will at once be loosen-

ed., Should this fail, however, place bottle,

*&te., upside down in hot water, the water

just up to where the stopper is. This will

loosen it. .

TO AVOID CHAPPED HANDS.

Take common starch and grind it with

a knife until reduced to a very fine pow-
der. Keep it in a tin box so as to have it

continually at hand for use. After wash

ing the hands, rinse them thorougbly in

clean water, wipe them, and while they
are yet dainp, rub a pinch of starch over

them, covering the whole surface. The

effect is magical. The rough, smarting
skin is eooled and healed.

BLACK HOSE.

Black hose are apt to lose their colour

if washed in water with soda in it. If

they are rubbed through soapy water, and

afterwards rinsed in clear warm — not hot —

water, in which a little vinegar has been

added, the stockings will keep their colour

as long as they can be wqrn.

TO REMOVE STA-INS FROM WOOLLEN

CLOTHES OF ANY COLOUR.

Boil two ounces of 'common tobaeco in

two gallons of water, strain, and apply

with a stiff brush. Hang the garment in

the open air to dry, and there will be no

odour of tohacco!

A SONG.

Shall I count my life a loss y
'Gause I see a womSn cross?

Or unhappiness presage.
'Gause she's in a towering rage '!

Be she angry, sharp, irate',
Full of spleen or burning hate—

So she he not cross with me,
What care I how cross she be ?

Shall I cease to be serene

'Cause I find a woman mean?

Ha-ggling over all she bought,

Lendirg none, and giving nauglit ;
And when otbers with her dine,

Scrimping on the food and wine —

If she be not rtiean to me,
What care I how mean she be?

Shall I think my chanctes slim

'Cause I see a woman prim?
Of success shall I despair
When I note her haughk^ -giare?

Though she be demure anu -sH'A s,
Prudish as a Quaker maid—

So she he not prim to me,
What care I how prim she be ?

Shall I rave and lose my mind

'Cause a woman false I find?

When she seems to be, forsooth,
Soul of loyalty and truth,
Yet with diabolic arts

She can hoodwink trusting hearts —

So she be not false to me,
What care I how false she be?

Shall I sigh and wish me dead
'Caruse I find a woman wed?
Or attempt my life to end
'Cause she's married to my friend?

Though she bears another's name,
She can charm me just the same.
So she be not wed to me,
What care I whose wife she be?

Carolyn Wells.

THE CONVALESCENT HOME.

MSETIUG OF E5D OEOSS SOCIETY.

A meeting of the Red Ci-oss Society

was held in the Soldiers' Club House to-

day to take into consideration tjie steps

that should he taken in regard to the

Convalescent Home. There was a . large
attendance of town and eountry dele-

gates.

The President (Mr R. A. Anderson)
said it was the continuance of a meeting
that' had been postponed to consider the

question of the Convalescent Home. On
the previous occasion they nad decided
to ascertain from the Minister cohtrolling
the expendfture of Red Cross funds whet-
her the Society could continue the Home
without the assistance received in the

past from the Defence Department and
use its own funds to continue the Home.
Another question was that of dealing with
the Y.M.C.A. and making an arrangement
with them to take over the Home for any
soldiers who might requife treatment or
rest. Both the questions had been sub-
mitted *to the Department. The Depart
ment had written stating that as the sol
diers who might be in the convalescent
Home would be in receipt of the pension
then it would he only reasonable they
should contribute a portion of the main-
tenance. Then there would be no objec-
tion to the Red Cross Society supplement-
in,g the income to make the huilding which

belonged to the War Funds' Association

self-supporting. Mr Anderson said he
would he very sorry to ask any individual

receiving a, pension to contribute some of
it to his upkeap. while there wae Red Cross

money available.

Mr C. S. Longuet (Y.M.C.A.) said their
whole object in pUrchasing the huilding
would be to use it fot a hostel though
they did a certain amount of soldiers'
work. Tliey could carrv on very well and

sp'are a few beds for soktiefs.

The President said they would have to
Ieam what cases there were to see if they
should go on with the Home.

The Longwood-Oraki, Orepuki, Winton
and Lumsden dele'gates said there were
no cases in their districts for a Home.
The Dipton delegate mentioned one
case thaii required attention at such an
institution,.

Mr W. J. Farrant said some of the

newspaper correspoiidents seemed to think
the buildings should be kept open as a
veterans'. home, hut that would not be

required for a considerable time.- Mcst
of the soldiers not in gcod health had
liomes of their own. As to the Convales
cent Home, when the nuraber of inmates
came down to five the men had told him
that they were lonely and the Committee
considered it Avould be better from the
financial poiat of view and iri the inter-
ests of the mei to put them in private
houses that would provide them with the
coniforts of a home -and give them the
benefits of social life.

The Limehills delegate said the residents
there were unarimously of the opinion
that the Y.M.C.A. should take over the
Home and make provision for soldiers.

The President said if they wero able
to show that there were suiiicient cases.
he thought they could with success bring
preasure to hear to have the money found
with i.i t asking the men to pay anything
out of their pensions. From what had
been said that day there was no chance of
contmuing the institution as a convales
cent Home pare and simple, There might
be cases that would receive assistance in
the form of a change and it would be
quite within the Society's rights, suppos-
ing men wanfed to go North to help them.
heeing the position an arrangement should
be made with the Y.M.C.A." and the Red
Cross could use their funds to obtain the
accomnicdatioTi of cases and to support
them when tbey were there. If anv of
the men dpsired a change the Society' had
plenty of money without asking any of
the branches to do anything in the mat
ter. The Defence Department had given
their notiee of one tbing — that they want-
ed what beloi.gcd to the Home— a nura
ber of beds the Society had got from
them. It was not a very big item and the
beds conld be rcp'.aced as the

,
necessity

arose. ILe Red Cross should maintain its
hold on the Home and not hand it over
until November, and. if in the meantime,
the branches found there Avere cases in
their districts that had become worse it
would be quite within the Society's rights
on a general meeting being called to° re.-
open the Home. Any cases of this kind
should be referred to the executive.

Mr Longuet said if the Y.M.C.A.
could not get that bunding tbey would
have to acquire another or add a storey t-othe present huilding in Tay street.

Mr D. Cuthbortson asked 4 there was
no chance of the Y.M.C.A. renting the
huilding.

The President said the suggestion was
worthy of consideration and Mr C. S.
Longuet repiied that the Y.M.C.A. might
agree to that course.

Mr Gilbert (Returned Soldiers' Associa
tion) moved— That as :'n the opinion of
this . meeting there are not sufiicient cases

to warrant the re-openirig of the Convales
cent Home, thi ~ Society be authorised to

arrange with the Wai' Funds' Associa
tion and Y.M.C.A. to provide for cases
as the need arises. The motion was
seconded and carried.

Th-e city of Sheffield contributed 70 per
cent. of the war material furnished by
private firms in Great Britain during the
war, according to a pamphlet issued by
the city counciL
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BARLOW'S Jubilee Store,
NEVER SAY DIE, BUT ALWAYS TRY

BARLOW'S JUBILEE TLA.

Owing to the rise in Butter you will nfid it cheaper
to use Pure Jams.

I have a full range in glass and tins in 1, 2, 4, and 7. TRY IT.

Is the' place to buy your GRGCERIES
— where you get the best value foi

cash. Established nearly a quarter of a century; still going strong. Send

your orders by post or 'phone, and you
will receive them promptly for cai

on delivery. Pay cash and save booking charges.

BEH, STREET,, INVERCARGILL.

WIT AND HUMOUR.

WHAT DID HE MEAN.

Jones was a "hog." Yes! He had just

purchased a motor bike. One hoisterous

March day, when scorching
down a steep

hill, his hat hlew off, but
a passing and

polite yokel obligingly
chased it, and

handing it to him, saved him the trouole

of dismounting.
"I really must get a piece of string

.to

keep it on." r,emarked Jones, as he started

off without a word of thanks.

Tlie hornyhanded son of toil's answer

was short but expressive, "Get a nail.
"

PAID BACK IN HIS OWN COIN.

Bill was going to the football match.

when he met Jim with a melancholy look

on his face and hands deep in his pockets.

"Going to the match, Jim?" he cried

cheerily.
"On the rocks."

"Well, I've got a bad sixpence," said

Bill, "and, if you care, you can try and

get in with it."

Jim seized the opportunity, and passed

through all right. Bill followed, and

having nothing but a shiling he planked it

down. His feelings can be imagined
when he was returned the bad sixpence as

change.

A SERIOUS MATTER.

Ikey and Mossy went outside Solomon's

pawnshop, and, noticing that Ikey carried

a three days' shave, Mossy inquired the
reason.

"'Ave you not heard the news,

Mossy ?"

"No, Ikey."

"My. little Moses vas killed Saturday
moming in the Synagogue,"
"Shobbos ! How vos that, Ikey?"

"Vell, ve vas all paying oifr devotions
vhen one of those cursed protestant blokes

yelled through the front entrance, 'Who'll
lend two quid on the Ascot Gold Cup ?*
and my poor little Moses was trampled
to death and Rebecca lost her diament
brooch."

"Yas the brooch worth much, Ikey?"

NOT QUITE.

"What is an anecdote, Johnny?" asked
the teacher.

"A short, funny tale," answered the
little fellow.

"Quite right," said the teacher.. "And
now, Johnny, you may write on the

blackbcard, sentence containing the word."

Johnny hesitated a moment, and then
vrrote this: "A rabbit has four legs and
one anecdote!"

Although he overcharged me terribly,"
said the returned traveller, "the cab
driver who took me over Paris was most
polite."
"All Frenchmen are," his friend re-
plied.

Yes, hut this one got off his box and
helped me to find the necessary languagein my French-English dictionary so that
I might say what I thought of him."

MISS BREY,

THE PARAMOUlfT,
THE PARAMOUHT,

GREAT REDUCTIONS.

. TvT 0 need to worry about high pricej' ]

when our SEOOND WCOwl

WINTER SALE started on THIISM, j
June 24th.

Millinery, Blouses, Velour, Tweel 1

Raincoats, and Costumes.

j
THE P ARAMOTJST,

ESK STREET,

Third Door from Dse street.

JNVERCARGILL

MILK SDPPL1(

j

Phone 556. 53 Yarrow street. I

MILK MILK MILK

and and
anJ

I

CREAM! CREAM! CEEAM. I

From the finest pastures in
Southland I

Clean, pure, sweet, wholesome,
end 5C I

tifically pasturised.

A. BOON FOR BABIES.

Our Motto : "Purity."

MILK MILK
^ I

j end ]|
and and I

CREAM! CEEAM!
CBEA'J I

Invercargill

Supply/ I

63 YAEBOW STBff1' j


