
SCOTCH! HOTCH! POTCH!

(Contributed by the "Groper.")

Tlobcrt Burns was quiek to lash with

ryhme the scheming hypocrite. Holy
iWillie's Prayer is a fair sample of' the

pbet's ability in this regard.

HOLY WILLIE'S PRAYER.

0 thou, wha in the heavens dost dwcll,

Wha, as it pleases best thyself',
Sends ane to heaven,and ten to hell,

A' for tliy glory, s
And no for ony gude or ill

They've done afore thee!

1 bless and praise tby matchless might
When thousands thou hast left in night,
That I am here afore thy sight,

For gifts and grace,
AJburnin' and a shinin' light

To a' this place.

What was I, or my generation,
That I should get sic exaltation,
I wha deserve sic just damnation,

For broken laws,
Five thousand years 'fore my creation,

Thro' Adam's cause.

When frae my mither's womb I fell,
Thou might hae plung°i me in hell,
To gnash my gums, to w.eep and wail,

In burnin' lake,
Whar damned devils roar and yell,

Chain'd to a stake.

Yet I am here a chosen sampley
To show thy grace is great and ample;
I'm here a pillar in thy temple,

Strohg as a rock,1
A guide, a buckler, an example,

To a! thy iiock.

But yet, 0 Lord ! Confess I must,

At times I'm fash'd wi' fleshly lust;

And sometimes,, too, wi' wardly trust,

Vile self gets in;

.But thou r,emembers we are dust,

Defil'd in sin.

Maybe thou lets this fleshly thorn,

Beset thy servant e'en and mom,

Best he owre high and proud should turn

'Cause. he's sae gifted ;

If sae, thy han' maun e'en he^borne,
Until thou lift it.

Lord, bless tliy chosen in this place,

For here thou hast a chosen race :

But God confound their stubborn face,

And blast their name,

Wha bring thy elders to disgrace
And public shame.

Lord,. mind Gawn Hamilton's deserts,

He drinks, and swears and plays at carts

Yet hae sae mony takin' arts,

Wi' grit and sma,

Frae God's ain priests the people's hearts

He steals awa.

An' whan we chasten'd him thereforet,

Tiiou kens how he bred sic a splore,
As set the warld in a roar

0' laughin' at us; —

Curse i hou his basket and his store,

Kail and potatoes.

Lord, hear my eamest cry and pray'r,

Against the presbyt'ry of Ayr ; - ■

Thy strong right hand, Lord, mak it bare

Upo" their head's,
Lord weight it down, and dinna spare,

For their misdeeds.

O Lord my God, that glib-tongu'd Aiken

My very heart and saul are quakin,'
To think how We stood groanin,' shakin'

And swat wi' dread,

While Auld wi' h'ingin lips gaed sneakin,
And hung his head.

Lord, in the day of vengeance try him,

Lord, visit them wha did employ him,
And pass not in thy mercy by 'em,

Nor hear their pray'r ;

But for thy people's sake destroy 'em,
And dinna spare.

But, Lord, remember me and mine,
Wi" mercies temp'ral and divine,
That I for gear and grace may shine,

Excell'd by name,
And a' th'e glory shall be thine,

Amen, Amen !

— Robert Burns.

It is romarkable that the average church-

jman should, more than any other, resent

critieism. Fair criticism has a function

to perform in church as well as state. We

jiave a habit of judging by established

standards, and the church standard is

just about the most clearly defined thing
taider heaven. "The Groper" reserves

right to have a fair tilt at anything

^rom Methodist and Presbyterian parsons

$» His Holiness the Pope.
Last week there appeared a letter from

"Constant Subscriber" complaining of a

eeferenc© made to the Methodist Church,

We have no wish to "malign" any agency
tor good, much Iess the largest church in

Nonconformity. But "G.S." is clearly

barking up the "wrong tree. He has read

Pto tha par than by rai r in-

? ---rvt, fr.--p.d Hiors. V?o..-ra
1

of

"stabbing

in the dark," of

"belittling

?.

Christian church," of being "unfair. . .

ignoranfc, . . bigoted." Suppose we plead

guiliy and confess our wrong — What

then ? Will "C.S." forgive? Not if we

know a man by the stuff he w rites ! Let as-

to it then.

There is not-hing to w-'hdraw. Mv.ch

might be added. "C.S." asked for proof.
He shall have it— by comparison. We

shall avoid personalities.
It appears to us that the ChristiaiP

church was founded on what one might
term "doyri. in excelcis" — her Master's,

"I am the "*ay." That brainy and cour-

ageous . atom, St. Paui, overthrew the

Athenian philosophy after . a two months'

bout on. Mars" Hill and carried the banher

of tlie cross. to the court of the Caesars.

His was a cyclonic force direetcd by a

mind "fully f»rsuaded." Paul's stock

phra=e was, "I know." Vres'ey rr'.iiH and

revolutionised a decadent England with

the clarion note of positivism. This is

the finding of the court of profane history.
We opine that this perverse generation

— -

the bugbear of parsons — the sorrow of

saints — could be arrested by the voice of a

"v;hb hogpjer." It is always a black

day for C .e people when the leaders

"dor't know" what they think. It's a

car o of blind men and ditches. That black

day is to-day and the cardinal lack of

"modernist" preachei's is that they "don't

know." The pulpit is the last place on

earth for "dcn't knows." This "reverend

r-gno iiclsin' is the oatgrowt'.i of higher

critis'V.v.
'
made in Germany," and palated

in Engl ird. So here we are again "C.S."

with cmpty chnrches and the reason.

Methodism sufters no more than the rest.

It will be a bad day for the world when

the Aory of the Peerless One loses its ap-

pe?J. Suppose it wero a myth, far better

prp; .
wrong thing strongly

than the

stuff one so often hears :—

"And the sin I impute to each frustrate

ghost,
*

Is the unlit lamp, the ungii-t loin,

Though the end in sight was a vice,

1 say."

— Robt. Browning (not Burns).

OTAHUTI NOTES.

Or. Sr.tcrday last the Otahuti football

team visiteu V, aianawa and were out-

classed, in what was described by various"

speakers at the luncheon as a mud

scramble, by the home team by 8 points

to 3. The game was interesting throughout

and although Otahuti took the field with

one player short they put up a good game

against- the heavier team.

Waiana wa forwards are a good combina-

tion and had it not been for a very con-

spicuous player in a white sweater losing

his equilibrium early in the game, would

have been a more dangerous side; thanks

to a very wide awake referee (Mr Mc-

Dongall) the severe caution administered

to two players had a marked effect on the

play, illegal tactics disappearing.

Galt, Wilson, McLeod, and lioyd and

Lindsay were always in the thick of it in

the for wa r4 division, wliile W. J. Steans

was a proSlinent back, playing v.'ith his

old dash.

Some of the Otahuti pack did not play
with their usual solidness, being out of

their element in the mud, which is an un-

heard of thing on the ridges. Donald,

Grieve, and Dempster are worthy of men-

tion, especially Donald, who liad an

utter contempt for the opposition for

wards. McLeod, O'Connell, Lindsay (2),
and W. McKenzie (in a new position) did

exceptionally well.

Mr McEtougall made a most eliicient

referee. The ladies of Waianawa supplied
refresbments of a very high order, which

were greatly apprciated.
There was a large attendance of the

p.ublic, but. the nationality of a small sec-

tion of "barrackers" has as yet not been

ascertained, but their only sentcnce, "Put

in the boot" certainly did not sound Bri-

tish, and has . rarely been used since the

days of Attila, when it was a very com-

mon expression.
The Drummond v. Wright's Bush

match ended a drawn game, no score being

registered, ihe referee (Mr F. O'Connell)

holding ov-er his decision re a goal specu-
lated from the field, until a ruling upon
the matier is obtained.

There is no match nexfc Saturday for

Otahuti.

Drummond v. Calcium, at Calcinm, and

Waianawa v. WrighPs Bush at Wright's
Budi.

On Wednesday, July 7, there are two

matches at Drummond Ploughing Match,
Otahuti v. Drummond at 2.30 p.m., and

Wright's Bush v. Calcium at 1 p.m„

^furniturE ^
To those in search of Quality and Value, Inspect ouf

Seock and get our Quotations. We carry the Largest

Stocks in Invercargill, all of Our Own Manufacture. » *

W. STRANG & CO.
THE LOCAl FURNITURE FIRM,

5^2 ESK & KELVIN STREETS, INVERCARGILL

xS : 1

®

MAKINO A BIO NOISE
YES, WE APJE. THAT'S THE WAY WE LBT YOIJ HEAB OF OUE

Big Sale Bargains
6 Dozen LADIES' U NDE RSKIRTS, all shades. Usual price 9/11, 10/6, and 11/6. Sale Price, 8/11.
LADIES' SAMPLE SILII ANKLE HOSE. Usual price 7/11 and 6/11. Sale Price, 8/11 pair.
LADIES' COLOURED CREPE BLOUSES. Usual price 11/6. Sale Price, 7/6.
A few LADIES' SILK BLOUSES left. Usual price 27/6. Sale Price, 15/8.

43 Dozen Pairs LADIES' BLACK CASHMERE FINISH HOSE. Usual "price 2/6 pair. Sale Price, 1/6 pair. j

ALL LADIES' AjKTD OHTLDBEN'S MTLMFESY TO BE CLEAEED BELOW OOST,
(

90 Dozen LADIES' FUTURIST H ANDKERCHIEFS. Usual price 1/- each. | j
Sale Price, 6d each, or in dozen lots 6/- 1

One only LADIES' ROSLYN SPORTS COATS. Usual price 48/6. Sale Pric®, 17/3, 1

One Only GIRLS' RAINCOAT; fit g'rl about 12 years. Usual «S*ice 42/6. Sale Price, 25/- 1

100 Dozen LADIES' LINEN FINISH H ANDKERCHIEFS. Usual price 1/2 each. Sale Price, 3 for 2/3.

TULLY'S ORAPERY SUPPLY SALE,
N2ST NEWS OFF1GE, DEE STREET. I

IN REPLY.

FOR THE DIGGER.

A speakcr at the Farmers' Conference

recently took a view in regard to the rela-

tive working capacities of New Zealandefs

and the Home product that is seldom

voiced : "Give me the new chum, even if^

1 have to ieach him," he said. "I would

sooner pay him £3 a wesk while teaching

him than give it to a colonial, for I know

that he will be a man."— Local paper,

19/6/20.

For years the clouds of battle rolled
—

And Wilhelm liurled in vain

Fis mighty armias in r.ttack ;

The Allies stood the itrain.

And in that firm, dctermined band

Were counted men from Mrririland.

'
1

They went because the older land

Had sent a sounding call—

Forgetting self when days were dark

They gave up home and all,

And meeting danger fair and sqaare
|

Far more than well they did their share. :

From year to year they saw it through,
,

And in those grim old days

Of strafe and sorrow, work and pain, j
The cable sang their praise,

Until the time of. gloom was past
And joy-bells rang lor peace at last.

But hardly had ihe firing ceased, j

And smoke clouds cleared away, |

When rose a wild, ctraw-whiskered man

And had his littlo say :

"The fcliers that I
'
cannot stand

x\rc bred and born in Maoriland! j

"Their ways are useless, mark my words

They arn't the proper stuff-
—

They want a bed for sleeping in, j

Cow-byres ain't good enough!

They also wants a living pay,
Yet won't work twenty hours a day!

'(The time has come to tuni 'em down.

We'll get a new chum lot, ;

And while they're green and innocent |

We'll work them pretty hot-^-

They'll Kav.e scant time to eat and sleep,
We'll drove the beggars just liks

sheep."

|
The wild, straw-whiskered man satdown
With sundry angry snorts.

The other men sat silent there,

Maybe because their thoaghts
To distant graves had crossed the sea — - j
To Flanders and Gallipoli.

We grant that England played her part
While War his thunder rolled,
And England's soldiers fought and fell
As EngKshmen of old.

And sB the wide world understood
The same old bnlldog breed held good.

But those New Zealanders who Ua

On foreign fields away,
Were mates and brothers of the men

Who labour here to-day.
One question rkes : In the test

WTere they less rranly than the rest?

We should not worry at the roars

Of this indignant man ;

Perhaps his brain is fashioned thus —

If so the kindest plan
Is just to let him howl away
And have his windy, firtils "say."

WILLIAM KIWI.

Southland, N.Z.

MARKET NOTES.

Invercargill, June 30th, 1920.

Messrs Bra.y Bros., Ltd., Auctioneers

and Fruit Salesmen, Dee street, Invercar

gill repcrt as follows

Potatoes. — Supplies are heavy and mar-

ket weakened. The present price is

per ton. Onions.- -Prime quality are

selling at 12s cwt. Oats. — For fov/1 feed,
5s 4d to 5s 9d per bushel, Chaff. — Prime

quality to £8 10s ; disccloured, £6. Oaten
Straw. — £5 10s per ton ; damaged, 2s 6d

per bale. Meggitt's Linseed Meal.— 25s

per bag. Oatdast.— 6s per'bag. Bran. —

IQs per bag. Pollard. — 12s per bag.
Fruit. — Supplies have been plentiful.

Apples (dessert) 3d to 5d per lb, according
to variety and grade. Cooking Apples,
2^d t 2Jd per lb, Pears (dessert), 2^d to
4d per lb. Pears (cooking), 2d to 3d per
lb.

Generak— Lepp Salt Lick, 2s 3d per
brici: ; whsYsalo, 2x Ilorse Covers (best
x\m.erican Duck), £2 15s ij £3. Boots,
35s a pair. Honey in 101b tins, 10s. Tea,
in 51b packets, 12s. Jam in glass pots
containirg about 2-LIbs, 2s 6d per pot. Mut-
ton Birds, Is per bird by the kit.
Furnitur: — We make oak and rirpu
furniture t> order. We use only the best
of wcod, and gnarantee the workmanship. 1

We have stocks of linoleum in the latest
|

patterns, and a large supply of Seagrass
Crairs and Settees. We also stock bed- '

ding and kapok.
Land Department. — Houses and Farms
for sale in town and country. Let us
know yoar requirements, and we will iook
after your interests.

General. — We have for sale one five-
seater 4-cylinder Buick Motor Car, in

tip-top condition and running order, Any
trial will be given. Price £250.

SpeciaL — We have received a quantity of
fors which we have instructions to auction.
The fUrs are all in good order and condl-

|

tion, and the reserve

price
is

very
bw.

i We shall sell the furs rn our anction

! mart,
Saturday afternoon

next, 3rd
July.

For further partieulars sea our auction
advertisement in the Invercargill daily
papers, Friday night and Saturday moru-
ing.

LAND FOR SOLDIERS.

WITHDEAWiX- CGE* ADVAN'CES.

CHRISTCHURCH, June l

At a meeting of the Christchurch bianck

of the New Zealand Returned Scidien'
Association the followiag motion was car
ried : "That this meeting cf returned .

soldiers and their dependents eij rrsfex its

strong disapproval of the Reform Gcvern-
ment in withdxawing with->ut due notics
the advances made ncder Fart II. of tho

Discharged Soldiers' Setthment Act, It

considers that the on'y equitab'o and

honourable course ( pen to P&rcs iuwst is

to make the benefits ci the Act availabla

to all soldiers at present eir.Yel to tlciba

aaid so avoid penaiiamg tiicse soldiers ^

have had no opporfaraty oi takiiig advan-

tage of its provisions. It desires topoint
out that many soldier3 have deferred mak-

ing application, relying on the definiw

promise of the Prime Ministor tl*at 8 ;

months' aotice would bo given if te'

were any cartailment oi the Act. It if' -j

ther cails upon the G werniueot to
bent

any loss incurred by tliose who entered ,

into cntracts and signed options prior
to

the announcement of the stoppago by ttft

Hon. D. H. Guthrie, Mu'ster of Lnik
1

The following motion was also carried i

"That the Government again bo urged
to

give serious co'nsideration to the land set-

tlement scheme submitted by the Return

ed Soldiers' Association, and so give efl-

den.ee of their sincerity to settle all re--

turned soldiers in the i-hortest po88' ®.

time."

dunedin, J'W 21 ;

At a general loeeting oi the Return
^

Soldiers' Association to-n-ght, tne
f^°*

ing resolution was carried unaniEiH'sI)

"That this meeting of returned sdM

having taken into considerat-ion
the sta

ments of the Prime Minister and the

ter of Lands regaading tl.o finance e
^

Dominion and the possible
effect o

coatinnance of the r.r.esant 6th eme
o

.

vances under the Discharged St ldie"
^

tlement Act in further ir reaf mg
t

of land, still considers thct
;he only

able and honourahle course open to
^

ment is : (1) To make the J|

Di&chargod 'Soldiers' S -ttlement
i c

^

ablc to all soldiers at present'
en i

thene benefits, and so to avoid
p
^

many soldiers who
have bnt rece

turned to New Zealand, «-r
'"v '

completed their period of trainui^ ^

the Repatriation Departmentj aiw^ ^

peovide thatt any
loss

1
•

#
a

Lll be toree by

whole.
"'

Owing to the suspension ^ p

charged Soldiers'
Settlemen

turned Soldiers' Associations
o
^ th9

ion are passing resolutions as^
Act be put into operation

^
J


