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TRAPPERS, WEEKENDERS AND
OTHERS.

We have been notifying our Country
Clients since 26th March that our Home
and American Agents anticipated a serious
decline in Rabbitskins. We passed this
on to you for what it was worth. At
yesterday’s local sale prices declined 75
per cent.  We therefore would like to
to write us for revised price list. At the
same time we would again advise you to
accept ruling prices, as our Agents anti-
cipate a further decline in the next London
sales in” June.

We PAY HIGHEST MARKET PRICES.

CHARGE NO COMMISSION.
SEND PROMPT RETURNS.

A TRIAT, CONSIGNMENT WILL CON-
VINCE YOU.

"Phone—1415. 'Phone—1415

TRILLO'S GARAGE

DEE STREET.
IS THE
DIGGER'S GARAGE.

\ IGGERS, bring your REPAIRS along
—*“Large or Small”’—and have them
executed by an “Expert Digger.” The
more complicated it is the better I like it.

OIL, GREASE, PETRCL, ACCESSORIES
AND FORD PARTS ALWAYS IN
STOCK.

- ALL REPAIRS GU.AﬁAN'PEED.

C. 8. TRILLO,

ENGINEER AND MOTOR FXPERT,
Dee street,
INVERCARGILL.

TO THE PUBLIC IN SEARCH OF
TOWN PROPERTIES.
NEW RIVER FLAT.

You can’t beat the New River Flat for
dairying. We have for sale a farm of 140
acres, which is well worth the price asked.
£25 per acre. There is a seven-roomed
house and good buildings. The Under-
wood lorry picks up the milk.

WESTERN DISTRICT .

We have another good Dairy Farm close
to factory, school, and rail. Good house
and outbuildings. Price wanted £27 per
acre. Kasy .terms. Call in and get par-
ticulare.

DIPTON.

¥t pou are on the lockout for cheap land
you can't do better than inspect this.

32 QAcres; only two miles from rail.
Seven-roomed house, stable, chaffhouse,

barn.  Should be able to carry 200 ewes
besides growing crop. Price only £5 5s
per acre.

TOWN PROPERTY DEPARTMENT.

(iood modern six-roomed house in Al
locality; £875. Owner removing. This is
excellent value.

Another in the market for same reason
as above.. Very convenient six-roocmed
family residence, in splendid order. £1000.
No better value offerfing.

Five rooms, modern conveniences. A
cheap home to-day at £650.

There are just a selection. We appreci-
ate your enquirics and they will have our
best attention.

y

MEEK & OUCHTON
LTD.

Land Agents,
ESK STREET.

RABBITSXINS, |

General Birdwood’s Visit.

General Sir William Birdwood, accom-
panied by Lady and Miss’\fiirdwood, ar-
rived in Invercargill by Monday after-
noon’s express and was given a civic recep-
tion on the Rotunda by the Mayor (br
J. Stead). Several thousand pcople as-
sembled and in response to the Mayor’s
call, three hearty cheers were accorded
the visitors.

The Mayor expressed the pleasure of
the people of Invercargill that the Gen-
eral had seen his way to visit this town.
He remarked upon the high opinion held
by the diggers who had left Invercargill
for the front in regard to General Bird-
wood, whose qualities as a soldier and
a man were always spoken of where the
returned soldiers gathered. Britain never
fought unless she realised that she had
a just cause and when she decided on
war she went into the matter thoroughly,
though at the start there might be some
slackness.  The great Europcan. conflict
had ended in victory for the Allies, and
he thought he could claim that the New
Zealanders did a fair share of the work
which had been found necessary to bring
an end to the struggle.

When C(enzral Birdwood stepped for-
ward thres hearty cheers were again given.
He said he was told when coming south
that cold as i was he would have to
wait till he arvived in Invercargill to ex-
perience real winter, but when he reach-
ed the rallway station he found that
genial conditions  prevailed.  He said
when he tvsited Dunedn he was among a
Scotch people and he understood that in
Invercargill the residents largely consi‘st-!
ed of natives of Scotland or their descend-
ants, but wherever he went it was all

the same, hearty recepiions being the
rule, and- no where more than
in Otago and Southland. He told
saveral humorous stories depicting the

characteristics of the Scotsman, which
caused much good-natured laughter, and
said when travelling from (ore he ledrned
that the settlers of this district went in
to a large extent for cat growing, and the
CGovernment seemed to have taken action
in the matter of forest preservation, If
they had not, well he would advise that =
policy of this kind should be adopted.
He praised the Diggers for what they
had done on  (allipoli and elsewhere
during the Great War, and said there
were some who had come back not in the
best of health, and he appealed to em-
ployers of labour to give them every
chance of getting back to work again,
They may after a month or two at an
occupation require a rest, and he asked
that every consideration should be given
to the Diggers who had done so much for
those who through no fault of their own,
of course, had to remain behind while the
boys were amid shot and shell and other
perils of the field of hattle. ‘Exercise
patience,” said the General, “and give the
young men every opportunity of rehabili-
tating themselves”’.—(Applause.) He
wished to express his appreciation of what
the Red Cross had done, also the
Y.M.C.A,, Salvation Army, and similar
institutions, whose activities had done
much to brighten the lives of the young
fellows when they were in_the thick of
the struggle. The Mayor bad said they
were highly honoured by his (the Gene-
ral’s) presence in Invercargill, but it was
the other way about. It was he who was
henoured by the privilege of meeting
those with whom he had been associated
on the field of battle, and the mothers
and fathers who had to yemain at home,
but who had dore so well in giving what
assistance was in their power.

The Genefal remarked upon the number of
school children present and asked the
Mayor to use his influence with the au-
thorities to give them a holiday. Previ-
ously, however, (leneral Birdwood humor-
ously asked those children who wished
a holiday to hold up their hands, with the
natural result. He then asked parents to do ;

y

good humour prevailing amongst the crowd.
The Mayor announced that the General

and Lady and Miss Birdwood would be[
motored round the town that afternoon.

The party then proceeded to their motor
car, the 8th Regimental Band playing the
National 'Anthem, and another three
hearty cheers speeding the Ceneral along
Dee street.

THE DINNER.

In the evening (eneral Sir Wm and
Lady Birdwood- were tendered a ‘dinner
at the Federal when there were about
fifty present, iucluding a number of
nnrses.

Proposing the toast of “The Cleneral,”
the Mayor said he rogarded it as =z
priviege to preside at a gathering to-do
honour to such a distinguished soldier and
popular man and Mr Stead referred to the
splendid spirit that had existed and con-
tinued to last between the General and
the Diggers. They honoured and revered
him and the péople also held him in the
highest esteem knowing the fine qualities
he had showed to their young men during
an extremely trying time. General Bird-
wood, he said, did not intend to deliver
a speech, He had imposed the con-
dition when he accepted the invitation
that there were to be no speeches. How-
ever, he might be induced to talk a littis
though he had said that he saw no dif-
ference between talk.and speeches. (Laugh-
ter.}

the same but no hands were raised, much !

On the General rising there was enthus-
jastic applause. Heo sald he had let it he
known that he did not wish to he called
upon o make rmore than one speech while

WELCOMED BY THE DIGGERS OF SOUTHLAND.

——

be was in Invercargid, and he understood
that if they had intended originally to
have two gatherings that they might be
held so that a single speech would cover
the gropnd. However, it was to be other-
wise. The Mayor was inclined to blame
the Town Clerk and the (eneral gave
2 humorous illustration of the shifting of
responsibility, which he termed camou-
flage.
stories to tell, laughter being general and
hearty while they were being related and
assuming a serious mien he expressed the
pleasure he felt at seeing so many ‘'Dig-
geresses’” sitting at the iables. He knew
the men of Anzac and all who had taken
a part in the war appreciated beyond
words what these Jladies had done for
them and nothing he could say could ex-
press his own admiration for their self-
sacrifice and patience. In Lemnos, Egypt,
France and Palestine the nurses had done
work the value of which it. was impossible
to estimate. A’ particular painful oe-
currence had been the torpedoing of the
Marquette, the sufferings of some of the
nurses until rescued from their terrible
positions havimg been so great that it
was a wonder they had survived the
ordeal. What had the Naval men said of
the nurses on that occasion? They could
not say too much of the brave gpirit
shown by them and it was characteristic
of the ladies throughout the campaign
wherever they were e asked the ré-
turned men to always regard the nurses
as comrades and not to forget the im-
mense service they had done in the war.
On the Home nurses the same high en-
comiums could be bestowed and the
women of Dritain as a whole had risen
to the occasion. Their houses had been
open to the colonial soldier and he thought
the Anzacs and others far away
from their native land were
grateful for the hospitality extended to
them.
tained those men iIn a liberal spirit, and
there was hardly a home from the
King’s palace to the humbiest cottage
that bad not one of them. Sir William
said a record of the achievements of the
Diggers should be handed down to their
children and their children’s children. He
did not believe in hoasting, but this should
be done as showing a noble example.
There had been some who had described
the British people as decadent and there
was an inclination to decry what they
themselves had done and belaud the
achievements of others. This was a trait
in their character, but when analysed
fairly it could not be gainsaid that the Bri-
tisher had no peer in the realm of arms
or peace.—{Applause). The French
seomed to have a greater appreciation of
Britain’s deeds than had the Buitish
themselves, and Marshal Foch was never
done praising their courage, initiative,
and the other good qualities that had
shone out conspicuously during the op-
erations in France and elsewhere.  Sir
William referred to the .little Army tiat
crogsed the Channel when war was de-
clared by Britain. He said it had only
two machine-guns to a battalion, kut the
Germans were deluded into the belief
that there were filty or sixty. This was
because of the deadly nature ¢f the riile
fire of the British. ~ As to the Navy its
great part in shaping the end of hostili-

ties was recognised by all and he thought !

it would have been a very difficult task
to have struggled through ounly fcr its
great strength. Some had said that
the Gallipoli campaign had been a fazilure,
but it had been a decided suciess, be-
cause the flower of the Turkish troops
had been destroyed, paving ths way for
General Allenby’s victory Jater in Pales-
tine. In conclusion, General Brrdwood
said he and Mrs Birdwood wcre very
grateful for the cordiality of the weicome
they had received in Invercargill —{Ap-
plause).

SMOKE CONCERT,

About AG0 were present in King's Hall
later in the evening, when the R.S.A.
entertained the General at a smoke con-
cert, most of those in zttendance being
Diggers.  The Hibernian Band
Orphans’ Club Concert Party contributed
musical items, Mr J. E. Taylor rendered
a song, and Mr Haigh gave a recitation,
all the items being highly appreciated,
Shortly after the time appointed to com-
nience the proceedings the General ap-
peared, and four returned soldiers carried
him shoulder high along the hail to the
seat that was waiting for him.  Very
hearty cheering marked General Bird-
woed’s arrival, and “For He's a Jolly
Good Tellow’” was sung with great gusto.

The President of the Returned Soldiers’
Association (Captain D. Rae), who was in
the chair, proposed the toast of “(eneral
Sir Wm. Rirdwood.”—(Cheering and ap-
plause.)  The Chairman said the Cieneral
was one of the most distinguished soldiers
the war had produced. He had rare
qualities and had the happy knack of
applying  little  touches of comradeship
that had won for him the love of the Dig-
gers. (leneral Birdwood and Sir Fan
Hamilton hod both made their reputa-
tions before the Australians and New
Zealanders established themselves as sol-
diers to be reckoned with, and (Yeneral
Birdwood had early ‘realised, probably be-
cause of his experiences in South Africa,
the latent possibilities in the men from
Australia and New Zealand urder proper
leadership.  In those early days it was a
fortunste choice of the Supreme  War
Comnedl when ther appointsd the Ceneral
to command the Anzac soldiers. Imperial

TIL

‘addressing himself to his ‘‘Digger com-

The General had other amusing

The people of Britain had cnter- |-

and

officers realised the all-important value of
discipline, but General Birdwood was able
to secure that essential quality in a sol-
dier besides showing a personal interest
and comradeship. Consequently ~ there
was created a bond of sympathy between
the Jeader and the mon. The people of
Southland recognised that this had been
the case and, as the General had obse:rved
that day, they appreciated very highly
the fine spirit he had shown towards the
men under him. He hoped the General
would be pleased with his visit to Inver-
cargill, and that that. would not be the
last they would see of him, that he would
again some day come in this direction.—
{Applause.) i

Clenecal Birdwood, who was  loudly
cheered, the company also singing ‘For
He’s a Jolly Good Fellow,” commenced by

rades,” and went on to say that he wished
he could find the words to properly ex-
press his feelings for being received the
way he had been. He felt it very much,
especially as he was afraid many had not
actually been with him. In Wellington,
Christcharch, - Oamara, Timaru, and other
places he had come into contact with a
very large number of those who were in
Gallipoli and those who went with the
first contingent to France. It was a
very real grief to him that he had to
sever his connection with that excellent
Division. He had done his best to avaid
it, recognising the value of the New Zea-
landers in Gallipoli, but the time came
when the authorities made certain plans.
He had hoped they would form.one force
of New Zealanders and Australians, and
when that was refused. and the New Zea-
landers had to leave his {(General Bird-
wood’s) immediate command, he was’ ex-
tremely sorry. He had followed the Di-
vision everywhere, and was proud when
he saw that they went from one action
to another without a single failure. He
had always done bis best to let people
know the value of that Division, as it had
been one of the best self-contained and
fighting divisions they had had. It was es-
sential that Australia and New Zealand
should see eye to eye in regard to defence
in this part of the world, as what affect-
ed one affected the other, and each
should know the exact power of the oth-
er.  Australians and New Zealanders had
worked together, recognising that what
happened to one affected both and they
showed how one could depend on the
other when it came to hard fighting. This
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same spirit should prevail in time of
peace. It had been said that day by
the Mayor that he (the
conferred an honour in coming to Irver-
cargill, but the buot was on the other
feot. He considered it a very great hon-
our. to be received as one of tliemselves
in the way hé had beren received that
night.

The Ceneral then stated that many
stories had been told about him, some
true and others far from fact. He had
noticed that the Sydney *‘Mail” had held
a competition for “the best story in re-
gard to him, and he had scen them all,
but had not recognised. a line of the incid-

ents related.—(Laughter). The story
tellers used their imagination. This re-

minded him of a visit he made to the
front limes when he asked the men how
they were geiting on? How many Turks
had they shot? One replied that he had
bagged two or three, and others had met
with about the same results. A half
Chinaman named Sing who was a very

good marksman, had claimed to have
shot 238, and he (the (ereral} said:

““What about Sing’s 2287 How do you
account for his success?””  The reply he
received was it was because some men
were greater liars than others. It had
been a great pleasure to him to see that
the returned boys were doing well, and
it appeared that employers and the Gov-
ernment were doing what they could for
them. They were good soldiers and it
was only to be expected that when they
returned they would prove good citizens
and they should be given every chance
to start life again. New Zealand was
now counted among the nations of the
world because of what had been done
by her soldiers, and it was her duty to
sea that they were properly looked after
when they came back.  Addressing the
Diggers the General said: ‘“You  were
comrades in war, and I hope you will
be comrades in peace. Every man who

wears & badge should regard it as a sign-

of freemasonry, and no one passing an-
other wearing the badge should do so
without bidding the time of day. He
asked them to extend the hand of com-
radeship to any of their British com-
rades who might settle in New Zealand.
Population was a need of New Zealand,
and he was sure if people in the Old
Land were induced to come out to the
Dominion much good would be done.
Ha would give them two words ns their
motto :, ‘‘Comradeship and battle-fitness.”
In conclusion the General hoped they
would retain that fitness in -civil life
that had obtained in the war and that
the Diggers would have all happiness
and good health for many years to come.
He would ba very grateful if they would
give him the privilege of shaking hands
with him as I was leaving the hall..—
{Applause).

Other toasts were: ““His, Majesty’s
Forces,” by the Mayor, responded to by
Ma]c»r Glendining and  Colonel Bow]eru;
“The Empire,” by Mr Hall-Jones, re-
sponded to by Hon. J. A. Hanan, and
“The Ladies,” by Mr Alex. Glass.

The General then proceeded 'to the exit
of the hall and shook hands with the
Diggers as they left the building.

At the great Russian fair of Nijni-
Novgorod, goods uwsed to be bought every
year to the extent of £16,000,000.

London is no longer the most populated
city in the world. Greater New York, ac
cording to the latest returns, now claims
over 8,000,000 inhabitants, against the
4,400,000 of Qreater London.

General)” had

W. J. Boygg

KELVIN STREET.

A TRIAL SOLICITED,

WHERE TO GET YOUR PR
JOINTS,
WHERE THE BEST OF MEAT i
- KEPT. |
PRIME OX BEEF
And
WETHER HUTHh
" CHEAP FOR CASH,
At the Leading MEAT Suppiert

WILLS AND METCALFE,
CASH BUTCHERS,
Dee streed.

-

Registered Plumber. Telephones: o
320, Bouse 4.

W. K. SCRYMGCEN

{Member R. San. Inst, Tondsn]
Successor to Anchor and 0%
N
SANITARY HEATING AND Vi
LATING ENGINEER,

pR—1

ESK 8T, INVERCARGILL

> o
Sole Agent in Southland o7

Patent Ventilating Skylight-

Supreme Petrol Light Ins
shortest motive.
Certif. Sanitary ™
Ly compeb

fallatios

"oce. Cel’tﬂ' Saﬂltxﬂ

or .
All work doue ont brades®

AnswEBILED

GENERAL CARRER
*Phones—12% 18-

mVERCABGH‘I‘




