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GRAND SERIAL STORY.
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The Most Amazing Story Ever
Penned
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. FOR NEW READERS,

SIR JOHN MILLBANK, a successful,
" hut stern judge, quarrels with his on-
t - ly son,

~ JACK, who leaves his father’s house to
fight his own way in the world; and
whilst serving with the Australian
contingent, under the name of Dick
Foster, he meets, and falls in love
with

KITTY, the adopted daughter of .Sir
John,  However, Sir John has ‘ar-
ranged for her marriage with

LORD HAVFRIAM. In a moment of
despair, Kitty writes to Dick, asking
him to meet her in the Blue Room at
Rivercourt Mansions, At the appoint-
ed hour, Lord Jlaverham goes to the
Blue Room to write some letbers, and,
unbeinown to the guests, Sir John
neets him there. An altercation
arises between the two men, resulting
in the accidental death of Lovd Hav-
crham.  Later, Dick arvives in the
Blue Room, is cavght and aceused of
nmurder, and found guilty. Whilst

the sentence of deathn, 8ir

recognizes the prisoner as his
own son Jack! A few days later,

Sir Joln interviews the prizoner at

his private residence uncer escort of

she warders, and tells him he will

kave to serve at least three years’ im-

rrisonment.  Just as they are leav-

1ag, Dick with the assistance of Kitty
malkes his escape, and that night they
decide to drive into Winnerleizh; but

nassing
John

forced to aceept the hospilality of

" BEAUMONT CITASE, a millionaire.
- The following morning, Dick’s host in-
forms him that Sir John had called
during the night and taken his daugh-
ter away. Iick, belicving  this
story, leaves that morning for Win-
nerleigh. Kitty goes down to break-
fast, and is cross-examined by Mr
- Chase, but on his promise of assist-
ance tells him the whole story. At
a fabulotis price Mr Chase engages
the services of

M2 PELHAM WIEBB, a clever bubt un-
scrupulous detective, to find Dick Fos-
ter, and extracts a promise from Kit-
ty not to attempt to see or write to

13 her lover until.a year has elapsed.
N Pelham Webb discovers Dick, and un-
e beknown to Beaumont Chase, takes
B “ him to the latter’s residence where he
_ is installed as gardencr. Sir Jobn and
i Kilty arrive at Beaumont Ilall, and
Beaumont Chase loses no time in asking
B Sir John for the hand of his daughter.
Sir John consents.  That afternoon
gt Kitty receives news thal the gardener
S s seriously injured.
-
" The concluding paragraphs of last week's
_instalment, reprinted to refresh rcader’s
2 memories.

_ The girl moved to his side and, stooping,

{’kiﬁsed him.
m “I thauk you now daddy dear. I am
e very grateful to you for all you bave done
and all you have tried to do for me. And
now, if you don’t mind, I’ll take a stroll
in the garden. It is a warm night.”’

“Very well, my child, but put a wrap
i. on, and don’t go far. Chase may hLe back
" ab any moment, and be will want to see
you, I know."

“Don’t let him come after me, daddy.
I want to Le alone. Life is very puz-
: zling.”

She threw a silk scarl over her shoulders
and as she reached the open window she
turned her head and glanced back.

the car breaks down, and they are |
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“I am going to
daddy,” she said,
any message for me.’

look at the stars’
and see if they have

inty the darkness.

THE TREACHIEROUS FRIEND.

Pelham Webb was  getting anxious.
Much as he loved a doable game, he was
beginning to realise that such a game had
peculiay perils.

There was the danger of falling between
two stools.

‘His plan was as simple as it was bold,
aud if all went well, he would achieve the
greatest and most profitable triumph of his
life.

His intention was to deliver Dick Foster
up to the police, and so win a world-
wide reputation as the detective who had
run to carth the darving murdever of Lord
Haverham.

At a beund Le would be at the very
stummit of his ]u’ufcss;lon.

On the other hand, he must keep faith
with My Beaamont Chase, the most gen-
crous client he had ever worked for.
Fame was good, but money was cven bet-
tu

Mr Chase was ahout to marry the young
lady upon whom he had set his fancy.
Tntil the ceremony had takén place, Dick
Foster must not be arrested. The very
cxistence of the young man in England
must not he guessed at by anyone.

Miss Millbank especially must be kept
@ ignoraace that he was here, close ab
hand, almost within sound of her voice.

At fust Mr Webb found  the double
game both faseinating and eazy, and then

ncilyly revealed the old gardener’sidentity.

Since then Pelham Webb had been in a .

state of suppressed nervons excitement.

i Neverthcless, he had takea all possible
precaations to avert disaster. e had
sammoned a doctor from London whom
he could trust, and he had contrived that
no one else should see the patient.

He had persuaded Beaumont Chase to
hasten on the wedding.

Now at last he began to feel more at
ease in his mind.

The summer-house pavilion consisted «-
one long room with windows facing the
south, and two iiny rcoms at either end.

1% wwas the big room in which the injured '
man was Iying on a small camp-bedstead,
and Pelham Webb now stoed by the bed- !
side.

It was night, the windows were closely
curtained, and the room was dimly lighted
by a stable-lamp hanging from a beam
across the rooi,

The detective looked at his watch. Neaxr-
Iy half-past nine.-

Then he took & telegram from his pocket
and smiled as he.read it over again.

“Tiverything sati isfactorily arranged. '

at three. Ret Lulnmé, late to-night. Will see
you.—Chase.’
So the period of suspense was nearing

be over in Jess than eightesn hours.
M» Webb was already in communication
with the authorities at Scotland Yard.
To-morrvow afterncon he woald be able
to hand over his inconvenient prisoner,
and then in a happy and peaceful frame of

| mind call at the Hall to offer his congratu-

lations to the newly wedded pair.

“How do you feel now?’ he asked as
he looked down at the invalid.

Dick Foster gazed up and smiled.

“Oh, much better. A bit groggy, of
course, but I shall be myself in a day or
two. It is awfully good of you to take
so much trouble.”

“Not at all. Dve taken a fancy to

you,” replied the detective. “I am only

And then with shmmg-oyes she went out

came the unfortunate accident which very |

’o it a, word.

The affalr takes place to-morrow afternoon !

its end. All danger of a catastrophe wounld |}

a private detective, and when Miss Mill-
bank engaged me to look after you and
save you from arrest, I naturally tried to
earn my fees. DBut now I am interested
in you for your own sake, and if I can
| hely you in any way, it will give me great
pleasure.” .

“Yes, I know. You are a good sort,
‘| Webb, And now I want you to be frank

Millbank 7’
“Yes.”
“And talk to her?”
“Oh, yes!”
“Does she ever mention me?”’.
Pelham Webb hestiated, and
reluctant to reply.

seemed

“You want me to be quite frank?”’ he
sail at length.
“Indeed, I do, as man to man,” said

Dick eamesbly

“Well, honestly, lad, not so much now
as she used to,” replicd Webb, with well-
feipned reluctance. “You sce, she is very
young, and she is having a pleasant time
‘{down here, and there is a good deal to
occupy her thoughts. I don’t mean she
has forgotten you. Not at all, She Still
nas a kindly feeling towards you, I'm
sure.”’

“A kindly feeling?”’

Dick Foster repeated the words slowly,
and his lips twisted into a wry smile,

“If that’s true, it’s all for the best,” he
said, after a pause. “Of course, she will

have to forget me, and the sooner the
better ;
be so soon.”

He was silent or a while, and then add-
ed with sudden impetuosity : “And I don’t
believe it now!”

The detective Iocked at him shrewdly.

Hig diszuise had been removed, and with
his faiv cwly hair and handsome boyish
face, he bore very little resemblance to

few weeks had pottered about the gar-
den: of Beaumont Hall.

“Young girls are changeable,’
Webb, “and you could hardly expect—""

“Ah, but you don’t know Kitty!”
terposed the young man
“She is a girl in a million. She is tre
as steel.  And T) tell you what I mean
to do, Webbh.”

He raised himseli, and he was leaning
on his elbow, and looking up very solemn-
Iy into the detective’s keen, attentive
face

“You think it best
h(re"” he went on.

i “Yes, I do. Otherwise I cannot grar-
"antee your safety. I have friends who
will hide you, and you must go to them.”
L CBoon

" ventured

in-
vehemently.

for

me to leave

I

i “Yes, very scon. Perhaps to-morrow if
;fn feel fit to travel” .
“Ah, very well. I am agreeable,
r ace m)selt in your hands.
friend, and I know you will advise me
for the best. I will go where you like
s.d when you like, but Lefore T go there
is oue thing I mean to do.”
! “And what is that?” inguired
sofﬂy
+ 1 mean to see Kltty, replied Dick
bluntly. ” “I mean to sce her, and reveal
‘myself to her, and talk to her, It will
he our last talk together, our last meeting,
.but I shall look back to it all my life, and
-so will she. I know her, you see, and you
~den’t. She is brave, and she won’t brealk
‘down. We can give one another up, but
, we've got fo say good bye. I left her with-
Well, we'll have our word

1

You are my

Welkb

now,’
“Now?’
“To-night or to-morrow night. 1f you
cin’t arrange it——
‘ “Oh, but I think I can,” inlerposed
:\\'eob hurriedly. “Not to-night, but to-
morrow night, if you are really determin-
zorl about i6. 1 will get Miss Millbank to
come here. It will be quite easy. And
iby that tnne, my young friend,” he added
l‘i himgelf, “‘youw will be on your way

i

i to London in charge of a couple of officers

{from Scotland Yard.

Dick Foster held out his hand 1mpul
sively.

“Webh, you are g;plendld"’ he exclalm-
ed, with tears in his eyes. “How can I
eve thank you?”

OUTSIDE THE PAVILION,

" Once out of the house Kitly sped
swiftly across the lawn and darted in
among the laurels on the farther side, The
night was dark, but she knew her way
quite well, and very soon she saw the low-
roofed pavilion black against the sky.

As she drew near a certain nervousness
overcame her, and all sorls of doubts
sprang up in her mind.

{Continued on Page Six.)
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FURNITURE!

Up-to-Date Furniture at reasonable prices?
if so call at

GEO MOIR & SON, |

FURNITURE DEALERS & MARUFACTURERS,
72 & 74 Tay Street,
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but—but I didn’t think it would |

the feeble Daddy Clark who for the past []

1 the cue-ball above the centre—to give the

never stvikes the angle at as quick a pace
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¢ CIVIC BILLIARD ROOM. ¢

DEE ‘STREET, INVERCARGILI.
(Above ““The Digger.”)
ATTENTION AND CI\’ILiTY.
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VARIOUS IN-OFFS, CHIEFLY WITH
TUE WHITE AS THE OBJECT-
BALIL.

A rather difficult run-through in-off into
a centre pocket.  The balls are intended
to be in a straight line with the farther
part of the upper angle of the pocket.
The stroke should be played By striking

following-on impetus—and  with pocket
side—aiming full at the object-ball, Play-
ed in this manner, the object-ball will
strike the angle and rebound into the
centre of the table, leaving a fairway for
the onéoming cue-ball, which will enter
the pocket either directly or off the angle.
Tor in the event of the cue-ball striking
the angle, instead of its being thrown off
like the object-ball, the side with which
it is laden will pull it into the pocket.
Tt may be pointed out that in all these
run-throvgh strokes which are played on
to the angle of a pocket, the cue-ball

as the object-ball does, and this differ-
ence in the speed of the two balls is a
very impartant factor in the making of
the stroke.

A cenfre pocket run-through, the ba]ls_
being in a straight line across the table—
that is, at a right-angle to it, and so
situated that a line passing through their
centres would, if continued, meet the
lower angle of the pocket at a point just
past the commencement of the angle. The
stroke is a moderately easy one, all that
is necessary for its accomplishment being a
free following-on stroke. The object-ball
must be taken quite full, and the cue-ball
should be struck above the centre, and
with pocket side off the angle. The object-
ball, after striking the angle of the pocket
runs up- the table more or less. The cue-
ball, following on after its full contact
with the object-ball, strikes the angle
gently, and the side takes it into the

A very similar stroke to the one given,
the only difference being that the balls in
this case are in a line with the upper
angle of the pocket instead of the lowes
one. The stroke is played in exactly the
same manner, biit as the object-ball, after
striking the upper angle, rebounds towardg
baulk, care tust be taken to play the
stroke quite gently, otherwise, the object
ball will go into baulk. When the object-
ball is comparatively near the pocket,
it is easy to keep-it out of baulk, but the
farther from the pocket the ball is, the
more difficult does this become owing to
the necessity of playing the stroke with'
strength sufficient to enable the cue-ball
to travel the distance to the pocket.

With the two balls at a right-angle to
the table and in a line with a centre
pocket angle, the in-off is only on when
a line passing throught the centre of the
balls meets that part of the angle close
to the fall of the slate. Should the balls

instead be in a line with the part of the
.angle farthest from the pocket, the in-

off is not on owing to the kiss which would

ensue.  In the former case, the angle

throws the object-ball out of harm’s way;

in the latter case it throws it stralght
k on to the cue-ball,

A similar stroke from a position above
the centre pocket. The stroke is played
in exactly the same manner, but as the
object-ball, after being struck, travels to-
wards baulk, care must be taken that it
docs not go over the line.  When the
cue-ball is comparatively near the object-
ball, it is not by any means difficult to
prevent the latter from going into baulk,
When, however, the cue-ball is some dis-
tance away, the object-ball can very eas-
ily be lost owing to the shot being played
a little too strong; and in a stroke of this
nature, unless absolute reliance can be
placed in the table and the balls, a slow;

pocket.

stroke is a very uncertain one.

For your Garden Seeds,
Plants and Trees, go to

‘Southland Fioral, Plant!

and Seed Supply,

Albion Buiidings, Dee Street, Invercargill.



