
YOU WILL

FSMD II

TO YOUR ADVANTACE

■j|7"OLT
WILL ALWAYS FIND

IT TO YOUR AD-

VANTAGE TO DEAL WITH

US. WHATEVER YOUR RE-

'
QUIREMENTS ARE WE CAN

SUPPLY YOU WITH

FURNITUIIE,

EARDWARE,

CROCKERY,

TIMBER,

HOT7SEHQLD AND FAR M P.E-

QUIREMENTS.

WE STRIVE TO MAKE A

6ATISFIED CUSTOMER OP

YOU AND GIVE PROMPT SER-

VICE AND BEST VALUE.

START WITH US TO-DAY.

CALL ON US OR RING TELE-

PHONES 634-635 or 2.

BROAD, SMALL &. 00.

I DEE, T'YNE,
LEVEN STS.

v HT DRAKE, DEE STREET.

I
» ' •
(Near Club Hotel).

CHOICEST—

FRUIT, and

3L OONFECTIONERY

ALWAYS OBTAINABLE.

-
Everybody's Fruit Conlectioner.

The

PEOPLE'S BOOT SHOP,

Jorner YARROW and McMASTER
*

. STREETS,

EAST INVERCARGIL.

EOOTS AND SHOES
'

At Iowest prices combined with best

possible quality,

-
, Compare my prices with town.

I REPAIRS A SPECIALTY.

ALEX. KIDD,
BootmaJcer.

POOLING THE WORLD'S LABOUR
PROBLEMS.

PLAN TO SAFEGUARD THE WORK

ERS IN THE TRADE WAR OF

THE NATIONS.

Let every thoughtful person consider

this question : How is it possible to ap-

pease the ever-growing demands of Labour

for a greater share in the national in-

come, whilst, at the same time, preserving
the financial stability of the country? In-

creased national production, though an

essential factor in the solution, is not

sufficient. The problems of Labour have

now a world signilicance. The matter

must be approached in a co-operative in-

ternational spirit.
The lesson of all strikes recently is'this:

Unless Labour can be satisfied of the exis-

tence of a constructive and progressive

policy guaranteeing that there shall be

no retum to pre-war conditions, it will

proceed to such extremes as will face the

country with two alternatives : the super-

session of Constitutional Government or

civil war. Whatever one xnay think of

the rights and wrongs of this point of

view, it is useless to blink the fact that

it represents fairly accurately the stand-

point of Labour.

A strike is, generally speaking, the
reflection of grave discontent. Contented
men do not strike, and it is not in the
nature of the avera'ge workman to b,e dis-
contented seriously without good cause. It

is axiomatic that if the differences between
the workmen and the employers are to be

amicably composed, and if the strike men-

ace is to be removed, there must be sym-

pathy with the legitimate wish of Labour

for a larger share in the good things of

life, and this sympathy must be translated

into action. This seems elementary

enough.
But the other side of the question is

equally elementary. If one nation adopts
this liberal attitude towards Labour, but

other nations do not to the same extent

recognise their responsibilities, the lirst
nation will be placed at a most serious

commercial disadvantage to the others.

It is obvious that if manufacturers, owing
to the adoption of a progressive labour

policy are unable to produce a given
article at less than one shih.ag whilst
another manufacturing country, owing to
the .existence of less humane labour condi

tions, can produce the same article at six-

pence, the English manufacturers cannot

compete in the world markets with those
of the latter country.

CONCESSIONS MUST BE ^NERAL.

The fact that, sooner or later, the

labouring classes in that country will

probably rise and overthrow their Govern
ment does not help our manufacturers,
whc>, ,by then, will probably be bankrupt!
It must, therefore, be recognised that if
Labour is to receive substantial and per-
manent benefit, its rights must be recog-
nised internationally. Any substantial
concessions to Labour which are not to be
applicable (with the necessary modifica-
tions to suit loeal conditions) to the indus-
trial world in general must undoubtedly
prove disastrous to the trade of the giver.
In other words, the nations must^ pool
their Labour problems.
The best hope of— and the ready-made
machinery , for— effecting this lies in the
League of Nations. The international
labour organisation of the League met
at Washington recently. That it intended
to grapple squarely with the difficulties is
shown by the agenda which, amongst
other vital matters, includes the follow-
ing:— .

(1) The application of the principle
of the eight-hour day and of th« forty-
eight hours week.

(2) The prevention of, or provision
against, unemployment.

(3) Women's employment generally
including the question of maternity bene
fit.

(4) The employment of children.
It is too much to expect that these

problems will be solved in a day ; it will

be-lucky if any of them ijave been solved
in a- year. Indeed, when it is remembered

that some forty-five States have been in-
vited to participate in this conference, and
that These States are in all stages of labour

development, it'would be absurd to expect
ihe conference to achieve very much at its
first meeting beyond clearing the ground
for |uture activiti.es.

ENGLAND SHOULD LEAD.

The procedure will necessarily be slow,

owing. to the language difficulty. Resolu-
tions passed at the conference will be con-

veyed to the various Governments, either

in the form of recommendations for adop
tion or as draft conventions for ratifica-

tion. In the most favourable circum-

stances, therefore, some considerable time
must elapse before the conclusions reached

by the conference can have the force of

law. But the guiding principles of the

League of Nations are that the workers

sliall not be regarded "merely as a com-

modity or article of commerce," and that
ths standard of remuneration shall be "a

wage adequate-- to maintaln a reasonable
standard of life as this is understood in
their time and country," and by resolute-

ly dealing with the Labour situation in
the spirit of these principles, it cannot be
doubted that this conference will do much
to lay the foundations of a happier and
more prosperous world.
The question, then, resolves itself into
this : Will the people generally give the

International Labour Organisation a
chance of doing its work? In this, the
world looks to England for a lead. It is a
matter of faith and patience. Ihe com-
position of the conference will be two
Government delega-tes, one employers'
delegate and one workers' delegate for
each member-State. Tliis insur^ the ade
quate representation of all interests.
In addition, a large number of experts
attended. Mr G. N. Barnes and Sir Mal-
colm Delevingne represented the British
Government. Mr Stuart Bunning, presi-
dent of the Trades Unien' Congress, re

presented the workers; Mr D. S. Marjori-
baiiks, of Messrs Armstrong, Witworth,
represented the employers. The workers'

experts included Mr Henderson, Mr Clynes
Mr Bowerman, Mr Sexon and Mr Tom

Shaw, whilst Mr Bellhouse and Dr Legg
represented the Home Office and. the Min-

istry of Labour.

The problems of Labour do ftot merely
involve the existence of our trade and
financial stability ; they 'strike at the very
roots of Constitutional Government itself.
Side by side with the new international
labour organisation of the League of
Nations stand various international bodies,
the principal of which are the Interna
tional Trades Union Congress and the
Soealist Internationale. These bodies have

grown up, partly owing to the need for
an international forum in which to diseuss
labour and social problems. They are

representative of only one class, however,
and have no constitutional authority.
If the League organisation is made a

success these voluntary bodies w3l exercise
a valuable supplemetary influence. But

there are not wanting signs that certain of
the more fanatical of the workers would

be.glad to overthrow constitutionalism and

replace it by some scheme of government
of their own contriving, and if the League
organisation gives no reasonable promise
of bringing about of many reforms,
there is the possibility that, in ihe remlt-

ing despair, these extremists may succeed
in turning organised labour in a b'ody to
wards the Internationals, which, for
labour purposes, would then supplant thc

Ijeague. And this wonld be a disaster.

THE BEGINNING OF THINGS.

OPENING CHAPTERS OF MR 11. G.

WELLS'S GREAT NEW YORK.

Mr H. G. Wells is a writer utterly un-

disn.ayed by the poet's warning that "by
ambition' the angels fell." The scheme

of his great new work, "The Outline of

History," now on sale at local book-

sellers, the first pa-rt o'f which has been

published by Messrs Newnes this week,
is se't out in the opening sentence :—

This "Outline of History" is an attempt
to tell, truly and clearly, in one continu-

ous narrative, the whole story of life and

mankind so far as it is known to-day. It

is written plainly for the general reader,
hui, its aim goes beyond its use as merely

interesting reading matter. . . .

This outline deals with ages and races
and nations, where the ordinary history
deals with reigns and pedigrees and cam-

paigns; but it will not be found to be
more crowded with names and dates nor
more difficult to follow and understand.

Histoi-y is. no exception amongst the
sciences ; as the gaps fill in, the outline

simplies; as the outlook broadens, the

clusterihg multitude of details dissolves
into general laws.

COMMON ORIGINB AND INTERESTS.

The necessity for the ivnowledge of uni-
versal history has been proved by the

tragic history of the" past five years.
"There ^can be no common peace and

prosperity without common his-orical
ideas." -

We must know our common

origins. We must realize our common
interests.

It (the '"Outline^ ') is an attempt to tell
how our present state of affairs, this dis-
tressed and multifarious human life about

us, arose in the course of vast ages and j
out of the inanimate ciash of matter, and'
to estimate the quality and amouht and

range of the hopes wrth whicli it now
faces its destiny.
Hitherto universal histories have almost

/all been mere ba-ld "ericyclopaedias of his.-

tory." Mr Wells has written a coherent,

dramatic, and thrilling story. The work

is all his, but he has had expert "counsel
and direction" from sueh authorities as

E. Ray Lankester, Sir H. H. Johnston,
Professor Gilbert Murray, and others.

"THE MAKING OF THE W7ORLD."

The first section of the '"Outline" is

devoted to "The Making of the World."

The language is admirably siinple. The

facts are expressed
•
in

easily-understood

phrases. Physical circumstanoes have

vastly changed since the world hegan :—

It must have been in days of a much

hotter sun, a far swifter day and night,

high tides, great heat, trcmendous storms

and earthquakes, that life, of which we

a-e a part, began upon the world. The

moon also was nearer and brighter in

those days and had a changing face.
No one knows how life began on the

earth, but Mr' Wells is able to collect a
. whole series of intriguing facts from- "the

record of the rocks." Life first appeared
in the seas.

Through long ages, through the earliest
Palaeozoic time, it was no more than a

proliferation of such swimming and creep-
ing things in the water. There were
creatures called triloMtes ; they were

crawling things like big sea woodlice
that were probabily related to the Ameri-
can king-crab of to-day. There were also

sea-scorpions, the prefects of that early
world. The individuals of certain species
of these were nine^feetlong There
were plant animals, rooted and joined to-

gether like plants, and loose weeds
that waved in the waters. . . .

This Primitive Life was at once modified
and developed by natural selection, which
Mr Wells explains with characteristic clear

ness, and, -in the beginning, natural select
ion worked very rapidly :—

With such simple and lowly beings,
however, as first appeared in the primor-
dial seas, growth and reproduction was

probably a matter of a few brief hours or
even of a few brief manutes. Modification
and differentiation of species must acc-

ordingly have been very rapid, and life
had already developed a very great variety
o'f widely contrasted forms before it began
to leave traces in the rocks.

INVASION OF THE DRY LAND.

In two fascinating chapters Mr Wells

tells the story of "the invasion of the dry
land by life" and the circumstances that

caused "the changes in the world's cli

mate." The Mesozoic period followed the

Palaeozoic, and reptiles crawled over the

face cf the earth.

The earliest known reptiles were beasts

with great bellies and not very powerful

legs, very like their kindred ampbibia,

wallowing as the crocodile wallows to this

day; but in the Mesozoic they soon began
to stand up and go stontly on all fours,
and several great sections of them began
to balance themselves on tail and hind-

legs, rather as the kangaroos do now, in

ordor to release the fore-limbs for grasping
food. . . .

But the largest and most diversified

group of these Mesozoic reptiles was the

group we have spoken of as kangaroo-like
the Dinosaurs, many of which attained

enormous proportions. In bigness these

greater Dinosaurs have never been exceed-

ed, although the sea can still shov/ in the

whales creatures as great., Some of these

and the largest among them, were herbi-

vorous animals, they browsed on the rushy

vegetation and among the ferns and

bushes, or they stood up and grasped trees

with their f ore-legs while
-
they devoured

the foliage. Among the browsers, for

example, was the Diplodocus carnegie,
which measured eighty-four feet in length,
and the Atlantosaurus

FIRST APPEARANCE OF MAMMALS.

Mammals made their first appearance

during this Mesozoic age :—

The Mesozoic mammals or mammal-like

reptiles, for we do not know clearly which

they were, seem to have been all obscure

little beasts of the size of mice and rats,
more like a down-trodden ord»r of reptiles
than a distinct class ; probably they still

laid eggs and were developing only slowly
their distinctive covering op hair. They
lived away from big waters, and perhaps
in the desolate uplands, as marmots do

now ; probably they lived there beyond the

pusuit of the carnivorous dinosaurs. Some

perhaps went on all fours, some chiefly

went on their hind-legs and clambered

with their fore-limbs. . . .

These .little Theriomorphs, these ances-

tral mammalls, developed hair. Hairs like

feathers, are^long and elaborately special-

ized scales. Hair is perhaps the clue to

the salvation "of the earlj* mammals. Liv-

ing. lives upon the margin ot existence,

away from the marshes and the warmth,

they developed an outer covering only
second in -its warmth-holditig (or heat-re-

sisting) powers to the ctown and feathers

of the Arctic sea-bird!.

This opening instalment of the history
oi man will assuredly whet the appetite
for more Great Brtain will soon be full .

of literary Olivei TwLsts.

He that will win iiis dame must do

As Love does when he bends his bow

With one hand thrust the lady from,
And with the other pull her home.

Samuel Butler.

CHEAP MEAT.

ONLY PRIMEST QUALITY,

BEEF AND MUTTON,

AT EVERYBODY'S

BUTCHERY.

A. CUNDALL,

Proprietor.

For several years Managei

City Meat Co.

(Kelvin St. one dloor from Esk Si.)

■^HERE
DID YOU GET THAT

LOVELY FRUIT?

THAT HANDSOME BOX OF SWEETS

THOSE BEAUTTFUL PALMS AND

ASPIDISTRAS ?

WHY AT

WELSH'S
FRUITERER AND CONFECTION ER ,

TAY STREET.

THEY HAVE ALSO CLEANEST ANI

BEST OF FOUNTAIN DRINKS.

A. E. HOBBS, .

Proprietor

Thone — 400.

OONFECTIONERY,
T ARGE VARIETY OF ASSORTED

BOXES

At

F. C. Jarvis,
"EXCELLA," DEE STREET

Next Bank N.S.W.

'Phone — 1370.

Books to Read.

TT7ITH Winter coming on apace we turn
VV our attention to BOOKS — Books of
interest.

Here are some of the latest in the popular
bound edition :—

"The Woman's Way," "Lorrie," by Chas.
Garvice.

"The Girl whco was too Good Looking,"
"The Wrong. Mr Right," by Bertha
Ruck.

"The Stepmother," by Annie S. Swan.

"Round the Corner in Gay Street," "The
Indifference of Juliet," "Mrs Red

Pepper," "The Seco.nd Violiri," fcy
Grace Richmond.

"Black Rock," by Ralpli Connor.

"Red Men and White," "Lady Balti

more," by Owen Wister.

"Eric Brighteyes," "Cleopatra" "Heart oi'
the World," "Swallow," by H. Ridel

Haggard.

"The Trampled. Cross," "The Man Wha
Rose Again," by Joseph Hocking.

"The Return of Sherlock Holmes," by A*
Conan Doyle.

All at 2/6. 3/- posted,

Gardner & Son,
TAY AND KELVIN STREET^,

INVEROARGILL.


