
Beauty in Glasses.

fpWO
factors go to maka our Spectacles'

♦ and Eyeglasses the perfect
article

they are : First, the skill in making and

fitting to exactly suit the sight and ap-

pearanre of each client; and second, the

beautihilly light, dainty yet durable work-

manship which makes them unobtrusive

yet lAN ACTUAL IMPROVEMENT TO

APPEARANCE.

There is that superior look about people
wearing our Spectacles which cannot

b« ofyerlooked.

Charge. including sight testing strictly
tnoderate.

NEIL'S DISPENSARK.
DEE STREET - INVERCARGILL.

G., H. BROWN, Chemist by Exam.,

Manager.
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COPELAND'S,
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31 ■ NO. 36 DEE ST.
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^yHERE
RELIAJBLE GOODS ARI

STOCKED

— For —

■h'S, YOUTHS' AND BOYS' WEAR.

: .
:

pOR cvery thirsty occasion try om

s f
-rcelebrated

ienl
HOP SHANDIES AND SODA FOUN-

- TAIN DRINKS-

jf'. They Gladden.

ave riioney by buying your sweets direct

-r I' from the manufacturer.

lllwOOUL,ETT & CO.,

Confectioners and Soft Drink Specialists,

30 TAY STREET, INVERCARGILL.

—

|
0IGGER8

LOOK!
«
:■

I
RICE'S,

IARE
ST1LL MAKING THEIR

DEI.KTOUS

TOFFEES

II
And

CANDIES.

i ALSO SPLENDID SELECTION

H OF

FANCY BOXES CHOOOLATES

^ S in stock-
M

,
i GENUTNE reduction in Jewellery can
be obtained by making your pur-

>; lases from —

A. E. AKTHUR.

Watchmaker and Jeweller,

TAY STREET, INVERCARGILL.

My business is ran at a minimum ex-

BBe, iherefore I am enabled to give you
le benefit. I specialise in DIAMOND EN-
agemfat RINGS, which cannot be

for either quality or price. I

personally to the wants of all my

jtttoers
and guarantce to give every

rtisfactioa

THE FATHER OF R. L. S.

THOMAS 'STEVENSON, THE LIGHT-
HOUSE BUILDER.

Thomas Stevenson was in a sense a

greater man than his more famous son,
Robert Louis. We are accustomed to

speak of tho latter's love of the spirit of

adventure, of his life as having been pic-
turesque and romantic and of his unfail-

ing optimism even from his sick bed.
Tliese qualities havo so seized liold of our

imagination, that in looking so closely at
the son we omit to consider the father
from whom undoubtedly came this spirit
of youthful adventuring and of brave en-
durance. The career of the elder Steven
son was full to overflowing of real adven

ture, of patient toil and cheery acceptance
of dangerous tasks. , A man of remarkable

individuality and of unswerving rectitude

in word and deed, he was truly a great
Scot, though not yet given a volume to

himself in the sferies of famous" Scots.
His imagination, though by no means ig-

"noring the paths of literature, found fit-
test expression in tliose lasting memorials
of stone and lime which ehcircle our wild
coasts with guiding lights. Of these his
son has sung in unforgettable verse: —

"Bright on the lone side, the foundered

reef,
The long, resounding foreland, Pharos
stands.

These are thy works, O father, these thy
crown."

A recent writer on Stevenson 'has de-

scribed as futile any atteanpt to seek the

origin of his qualities in" the life history
of either of his parents. We cannot agree
with this dictum. There seems to be

no difficulty in discovering in the romantic

history of his paternal ancestors the sec-
ret of his own strength as a writer, and
it seems equally easy to find the source
of his graces of mind and heart in the

family record of his mother's people. The

history of the pushful ancestral Stevonsons
is a wonderful saga of adventnre. The

great-grandfather, Alan Stevenson, a West
Indian merchant, died at St. Christopher
in 1774, leaving an. infant son Robert.
The young widow married again, one

Thomas Smith, a merchant burgess of

Edinburgh, and himself a widower. Smith
was a solid, prosperous man, who from his

activities in oils, amassed a fortune, and
built himself "a land" at Nos. 1 and 2
Baxter"s Place. Moreover, being of a
mechanical bent he had made research
into the subject of lighting and light-
houses, at a time when our coasts were

lighted only at a single point. ust then,
too, the first board of Northern Lights
was formed, and Smith became its en-

gineer.

DESIGNED FOR THE MINISTRY.

Robert had been designed by his mother,
for the ministry, that national - ref uge for
the godly young Scot, but in^reasing years
failed to convince him that there lay his
life's work. Already interested in his

step-father's lighthouse scheme, he be/
came associated with him in the work,
and ultimately succeeded with him in the

engineer to the Board. Their first light
was that of Kinnard Head in Aberdeen-

sire, illuminated in 1787. Robert complet-
ed his initial success by marrying the

daughter of his step-father. He set himself
to cultivate his natural talents and Jxis
professional abilities, and soon began to

make a name for himself in civil engineer-
ing. His work filled his days with perils
and escapes. To the remote parts of
Scotland he journeyed at a time when

dangers lurked everywhere. To him is due
the inauguration of the Scottish lighthouse
system, . and under his superintendence,
no fewer than 20 lighthouses were con-
structed and many improvements carried
out. His lasting memorial is the Bell
Rock Lighthouse, which took four vears
to build on a tidal rock buried 16 feet at

high water springs. This IncUcape or Bell
Rock had been a terror to sailors for
centuries. Southey celebrates it in "The

Inchcape Bell." It would be difficult to
discover a finer record of human endeavour
and high courage than the story of those
four pears of toil, a work crowned on 1st

February, 1811, by the exhibition of a

permanent light.
Three years later Sir Walter Scott made

his celebrated voyage round Scotland with

the Lighthouse Commissioners. Accom-

panying them was Robert Stevenson,
wliom Sir Walter thus describes in lxis

journal :— '"The official chief is Mr Stev

enson, the surveyor-viceroy over the Com

missioners — a most gentlemanlike and mo-

dest rnan, and well-kuown by his scientific

skill." Thus met in the mystery of life's

ways the Great Wizard and the grand-
father of the coming, though lesser ro

mantic. Altogether, Robert was a man of

outstanding ability, of unwearied human

kmdliness, and in every way a worthy pro-
genitor of the R.L.S. eManwhile, as we

have seen, ha had married and given host

ages to fortune. One of these was born

in Edinburgh on 22nd July, 1818, and was

named Thomas. Stevenson. He became the
father of Robert Louis.

A HIGH SCHOOL BOY,

Thomas received his education at the

High SchooL Though his mathematical

facnlty was above the average, he showed

an incapacity for arithmetical calculations.

More important to himself as a future

citizen, however, was his early interest
in Latin literature and in the English
classics. He became an enthnsiastic book

colleptor, thus providing himself an uniail-

ing source of quiet happiness. Better

still, he wrote English with grace, vig-
our, and distinction. His profession never
was in doubt, and in his seventeenth year
he entered his father's office, becoming
a partner in the firm in 1846. Seven

years later he and his brother David
were appointed Engineers to the Board of
Northern lighthouse. He was the author of

many inventions, pone of which he pat-
ented, thinking that as a Government
servant his original work was something
due to- the nation. He took part- in the

building of the Skerryvore, "the noblest
of all extant deep-sea lights," and it is

by his great work of lighthouse illumina-
tion that his name will be best remember-

ed. By his efforts the "great sea lights
in every quarter of the world shine more

brightly." In later life professional recog-
nition name to him, and in 188 i he be
came President of the Royal Society of

Edinburgh.
The private side of this remarkable
man's character is of even„more interest.

His son has told us that he was "a man
of somewhat antique strain, with a blend
of sternness and softness that was not

wholly Scottish," and it would be diffi
cult to say more in fewer words. Thev

afford us a convincing likeness of that

quiet, self-restrained, brooding man,
whose thoughts on the verities of life were
often morbid and whose inmost being was

tinged with the Celtic melancholy. Again
■

we learn that his talk was
compounded

of "much sterling sense and much freak-
■

ish
humour,"

a not
inapt description

of

the talk of his son. A man of strong
political prejudices, he was without the

saving grace of his son's sunny Bohe-

mianism. Hastly & impatient of contradic-

tion, he was often invoived in controversy,
but he was incapable of resorting to un-
fair weapons or of bearing malice :— "I
have the family failing of taking strong
views," he wrote, "and of expressing
those views strongly." This defect caused
the temporary entrangement of father
and son owing to fundamental differences
of opinion regarding a profession and a

religion for R.LS.. The father had ap-
parently taken it for granted that his son
would follow in the footsteps of the en-

giiiOf-ring Stevonsons", though why the

youth should build granite lighthouses
, because his father" had done

so,
is not

cleai- to— us. His lighthouses were to be

guiding lights to the souls of men, not to
distressed mariners. Again, in religion
the son refused to follow in the dry, soul-

distressmg paths of his father's Calvanis-
tic faith. His was the cheerier, manl'er,
and nobler gospel of a wider human

sympathy and of a iarger toleration to-
wards his erring fellow men.

FATHER AND SON.

The real difficulty w-as just that father
and son looked upon this queer business
of life from different angles. Both were
real men, courageous in word and act,
but the one was a modern, the other
"of antique strain." In the presence of

physical danger, the courage of one was

superb, while during the interminable

years of ill-}iealth the indomitable spirit
of the other never suffered extinction.
Look at them again from the point of
view of travel. The elder journeyed in
remote places on the duties of his work,
and was equally at home anywhere; the

younger travelled constantly in an en

deavour to outwit Death. But the gen-
uine spirit of travel was in his very blood,'
put there by his paternal ancestors in

whose nostrils was ever the salt tang of

wastes of water. He was always think

ing in terms of highways. A dozen pass-
ages leap to mind:— "The- cpen air

drunkenness grows upon the traveller with

great strides, until he posts along the

road and sees everything about him in

a cheerful dream," and he never tires

of urging upon us the sheer joys of hope-
ful travel, whether it be to heaven or

merely to one's inn. Again, in the mat-

ter. of religion both possessed sincerity
and conyiction ; had they not done so

there would have been no misunderstand-

ing. They differed only in the manner
in which they regarded their relation to

the uni verse. Another common trait was

their obvious interest in themselves, not

self-interest, but an overwhelmihg notion

that what they did and thought really
mattered in this world . Why, there is

no English writer, not even Charles Lamb,
who put so much of himself into his books
as Robert Louis; in truth they are him-

self, and we read them with the author

at our elbow.

Such then was the elder Stevenson, a

man of large libcrality and i nostentatious

charity, not differing herein from Rchert

Louis. His mind and frame, like his gran
ite lighthouses, were massive. Even the

dwelhng at 37 Heriot Row, whieh he

bought in 1857, is the abode of a sub-

stantial citizen. In its large and ample
rooms Robert found a land of romance.

From those high windows which look

north to the hiUs of Fife and south over

the tree tops of Queen street, he gazed
on a thousand activities of human life

with joyous curiosity. Here facing the

street is the window from which he saw

Leerie
'

going by

"For we are veiy lucky with a lamp
before the door,

And Leerie stops to ligbt it as be lights
so many more."

THE END OF A FULL LIFE.

Alas ! we write of dead men, and Leerie

and his world have vanished with "Yes-

terday's Sev'n Thousand Years." In this

house, then, did Thomis Stevenson spend
thirty years of a full life, sharing that
toil and joy and sorrow that are laid upon
all of the sons of men. As worldly mat-
ters go, he was successful, for he left a
fortune of £26,918. In this place he
watched the growth of his son to man-

hood, and lived long encugh to under-
stand that however they might differ it
was only in matters of opinion, and that
a man must carve out his own life and
hot be a mere copyist of another. Here
also in due time came he from Bourne-
mouth to die on 8th May 1887. In his
death he showed an originality not dis-
similar from that of his son, for "the de-
ceased gentleman left an original prayer
to be read at the funeral service." Ro
bert Louis was too ill to accompany the
funeral to the New Calton Burying
G round. We are told that as the coffin
was being carried forth from the house
he was seen with bowed head and with
his long, dark face and blaek ejyes framed
in the upper window. Then he turned
away. His Stevenson ancestors lie in a
great tomb in the New Calton Cemetery;
those who girdled our coasts with kind-

ly lights now sleep secure under the sha-
dow of Arthur.'s Seat. Of them he thought
in far Apemama when he. wrote:

"The artificers,
"One after one, here in this grated cell,
Where the rain erases, and the rust

consumes,
Fell upon lasting silence. "

We shall do well if we labour as sin-
cerely, as hopefully, and as bravely as
thev.

James Fisher.
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| S0LD1EIS SHOULD CONSULT US I
m — FOR— A\

| HOUSES & FASIiS
OR FOR INSURANGE I

Of ALL DESCRIPTIO.HS. — —
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$ COLIN MCDONALD,
R. 0. GAWS & CO., 1

}tPROPERTr SALESMEN, MERCANTILE BROXERS, ffl
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CENERAL COMMlSSfOH AGENTS,
^

^
GOLOHIAL BAHX OHAMBERS, DEE STREET, !H'/£R0ASC1LL. -

FOUR YEARS 328 DAYS OF WAR.

Britain was at war with Germany for 4
years 328 days— from August 4, 1914, to
June 28, 1919. By a strange coincidence,
the Peace Treaty was signed on the fifth

anniversary of the -wsination of the
Austrian Archduke Ferdinand. and his wife
at Serajevo, the spark that started the
world war.

— 1914. —

Aug. 1.— Germany declares war on 'i
Russia. j

Ang. 3.— Germany declares war on I
France.

Aug. 4. — -Great Britain declares war on

Germany.
— 1915. — i

May 23.— Italy declares war on Austria.
— 1917. —

March 12. — Russian Rewolution.

Aprii 5. — America dectares was on Ger
many.

— 1918. —

Sept. 30. — Bnlgaria surrenders.

Nov. 3. — Austria signs airmistlce.
Nov. 9i — Kaiser abdicatesu
Nov, 11. — Gearmany signs armistice.

— 1919. —

June 28. — Peace signed wi'h Germany.
1
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LITTLE CHILD ,18

VERY OFTEN

FASTIDIOU3

IN HIS TASTES.

THOM SON'S

CARBONATED

Waters and Cordlals

WILL ALWAYS PLEASE THE

MOST EXACTING PALATE.

PURER OR BETTER DRINKS

THAN

THOMSON'S
ARE UNPROCTJRABLE.

!

^

RABBITSKINS
RABBITSKINS

G END YOUR CONSIGNMENTS TO
° - US.

HIGHEST PRICES GIVEN,

WE ALSO BUY

WOOL

HIDES

CALFSKINS .

SHEEPSKINS
;

HORSEHAIR

TALLOW.

Brown Eros.,
SPEY STREET,

INVERCARGILL

Telephone — 192. P.O. Box— 36.

LABELS ON APPLICATIGN. *

TO MR. RETURNED SOLDIER.

OEE us about PAPEEINO imd PAINT-

ING that new house you have

bought. We have a nice range of nevr

Wallpapera.
"
Remember that we Fraraa

PICTURES cheaply and well. Thone 42T.

J. Strang & CoM
1

TAY
ST.,

INVERCARGILL


