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SUDGMENT.

“ontinued from page five.)
Foster out of the way I am afraid of
nothing, but if he turned up again, hunted
outcast though he is, I should be afraid of
bim.

The detective laughed.

“You don’t mean that.  With your
wealth and your power you would have
little reason to fear such a contemptible
rival.”

A sombre look came into the face of
Beaumont Chase. ’

“Ah, Webb, you are clever in your
way,” he said slowly. “And I dare say
you know a good deal about men, but
I rather think there is one subject on
which your education has been neglected.”

“What is that, sir!’ inquired the de-
tective respectfully.

“Women,” replied the other quietly.
“When a woman loves a man his misfor-
tunes make him  stronger not weaker.
Where women are concerned, Webb, T am
no fool, and I tell you that Dick Foster,
down and out as he appears to be, is a
vary formidable rival, Anyway, ! am
taking no chance. I rely on you to sce that
Dick Foster and Kitty Millbank never
meet, If—-"

He stopped abruptly and meved to the
window. -

Some sound outside attracted his atten-
tion, and he stepped out on to the terrace.
The detective followed him.

They stood side by side on the terrace
and looked out to the great gates at the
end of the drive.

The sound of a motor car could now be
heard approaching. In another moment
the car itself turned in at the gates.

Seated in it was the hunched-up figure
of Judge Millbank, carefully wrapped in
a great furcoat. By his side sat the
graceful slim figure of a birl

The eyes of the millionaire flashed and
a sign of satisfaction escaped his lips.

As the car turrned in at the gates an old
man leaning on & garden hoe stepped out
of the way.

He touched hig cap as the car flashed
by.

The girl saw him, and smiled graciously
in return.

(To be continued.)

THE ROYAL TOUR.

The following is published for general
information and returned men are asked
to make themselves conversant with the
position. —

PARADES.
The R.S.A. invite as many as possible

constitute soldiers in uniform and those in
mufti. Each gection being kept together.
RAIL WARRANTS.

As it is the expressed wish of ILR.H.
to meet as many of the returned soldiers
as possible, your
ranged, in conjunction with the Depart-
ments of Defence, Internal Affairs, and
Railways, for the issue of a free rail
warrant available for one day only, to
each ex-soldier who is located where a
parade iz not being held o enable him to
travel to the nearest concentration point.

Any returned soldier desirous of avail-
ing himeelf of this privilege must apply
to the nearest Defence Office for an
order, which he must present to the
stationmaster {at his “home’ station) in

exchange for a ticket before boarding the |

train.

Note.—1f the returned soldier’s ‘‘home”
station has no stationmaster, then the
order will be exchanged for a ticket by
the guard. '

It will be readily seen how necessary
it is for the Railway Department to know
how many people will be.travelling to the
various concentration points, and, there-
fore, the above method of issue will en-
able the Defence Department to aid the
Railway Department by giving the desired
information.

In company with the returned soldiers
which will be travelling, there will also be
territorials, cadets, scouts, and school
children, thevefore headquarters would
msk that every assistance be rendered by
local associations to gee that their mem-
bers are well posted on the necessary de-
tails. )

TRAIN ARRANGEMENTS,

These will, of course, be made known
later on, but the Defence officials should
be in a position to notify the time-table
when the orderg are being issued.

AVAILABILITY.

Local associations are asked to stress
the following points asg forcibly as pos-
sible :—The bearer of a ticket issued akove
must return to his ‘‘home’ station on
the day of issue or he will be obliged to
pay his fare when he makes the return
journey. :

Unless a returned soldier makes ap-
plication and receives an order from the

headquarters has ar-

nearest Defence Office he cannot avail him-
self of the free rail warrant,

The following places are concentration
points, and a guide to returned soldiers
who are availing themselves of the priv-
fleges of the free railway warrant. The
three places, Balclutha, Gore, and In-
vercargill, ‘are the nearest points that a
parade will be held.

To Balclutha.—From all stations Kai-
tangata and Catlin’s River branch. From
Crichton, Kuriwao, and intermediate sta-
tions.

To Gore:—From Clinton and intermedi.
ate stations. From Charlton and Mataura,
From all stations, Tapanai, Waikaka,
and Switzers branch. From Balfour and
intermediate stations (Gore-Lumsden.)

To Invercargill —From Brydone and in.
termediate gtations. From all stations on
the Edendale-Glenham,
anui, Blaff, Tuatapere, Nightcaps, Hedge-

hope, and Kingston lines. -
MEALS.
The civic authorilies in Invercargilt

have made provision to supply returned
soldiers with free meals. Tho object of
this is to make sure that the men will
be able to get a meal. The local cater-
ers will be hard pressed on that day, and
this procedure will overcome the difficulty.
Returned men who are availing themselves
of these facilities can obtain tickets from
the ascretary, R. S.A., Invercargill.—Ed.

FORESTRY.

The members of Court.Star of the South
held a very successful meeting, the Chief
Ranger, Bro. A. W. Jones, occupying the
chair, )

Bro. . Edwards reported on the con-
tinued progress of the Juvenile branch
attached to the Court, and stated that the
last meeting, held recently, was a most
encouraging one, and that the boys were
steadily adding to their numbers.

The District Secretary (Bro. J, Macfie)
made a presentation on behalf of the
Upited Otago District to the retiring Dis-
trict Officer, Bro. A. W. Jones, as a token
of appreciation for services rendered on
the executive, and congratulated the re-
cipient on being the first ex-juvenile mem-
ber and youngest brother to attain to the
highest position open to members of the
Otago District of Foresters, and also on
the results obtained by his energies in
matiers making for the advancement of
the Order. P.D.C.R. Bro. R. Folley, on
behalf of the Court, also endorsed the re-
marks of the provious speaker. Bro. Jones,
in replyisz, thanked Bro. Macfie for com.

to appear in uniform. The parade will f ing from Dunedin to honour him, and ex-

pressed gratification at the loyalty and
support he had received from his col-
leagues and the members.

At the close of the meeting the soldiers
and nurses from the Convalescent Home,
together with their friends, were enter-
tained at a social evening. Bro. C. W.
Patton has had the organising of these
various functions. A very enjoyable pro-
gramme was gone through with cards,
dancing, musical items, and story and
scng. Mr Hodgkins and Mr 8. Craig, re-
presenting the Red Cross Society, were
present. Mr 8. Craig outlined the work
of the Red Cross Society at the Convales-
cent Home amongst the soldiers, and also
thanked the TForesters for the way they
had entertained the inmates, and also for
their gifts, which were rmuch appreciated.
Bro, Patton acknowledged, on behalf of
the Foresters.

ENGLAND, OH! FOR ENCLAMD.

A FEDERATION SONG.

{From “The Pageant of Life,”)

Old England needs her children,
She needs them every one,
From India’s morning-bugle
To the last sunset-gun;
Noerth, east, and gouth she needs them,
And in the furtherest west,
And where the channel waters
Storm round her rocky breast.

The day is surely coming
When all alike she’ll need,
And far-off true descendants
Of the old island-breed.
The day is surely coming
When all may have to strike
For England, ho! for England—
So all must fare alike.

“For England, ho! for Fngland”
The great deep-throated cry
Rings far across the waters;
A million mouths reply,
“For England, ho! for England,
Till England’s work be done,
And Fngland’s work is timeless
And measured by the sun.”

George Barlow, ‘““‘Poetical Works,”
Vol. VL

Waimahaka-Tak-

The Nature Column.

(By “‘Student.”).

On May Tth. Mr J. Fowler lectures be-
fore the Southlaud Naturalist Society on
the Monowai region. The lecture will be
iltastrated by lantern slides. Mr Fowler
has made several cxploration trips into the
district and knows as much about it as
anyons. The lecture is open to the public
and free. Interested people are always
welcome. If you are interested in nature
study join the Society, the fee is 2s 6d.
This notice is somewhat belated but nest
month we will give our readers more
warning.

I -mentioned last week Mr Guthrie
Smith's plea for the protection of the
weka, He says, “Such a bird perpetually
‘on the lockout like 8. Paul's Athenians,
for something new and eternally patrolling
his beat, would instantly detlect the smal-
lest signs of an intruder; and, although
the nests ef the black rat are beyond his
reach, their young when first on the
ground, must be largely taken. The grey
rat’s family, too, must sharc a similar
fate. Nor does the weka confine himself
to the young of cither breed, In the pro-

racted twilight of the gouthern summer,
often have I watched our camp wekas
hunting a grown rat throuvgh tussock and
tangle fern; and I believe it is a fact,
that in parts where the weka is plentiful,
camps are kept mere free of vermin by

this kird than by cals or dogs.”
‘{In  another place. he states, “It
is too much species as the crows,
the robins, the tits, the warblers,

the - thrushes, the saddlebacks, the bush
creeper, the.yellow head, the while head,
the wrens, the tui, the bellbird, the pi-
geon, and the parakeets, thal the presence
of the weka is an unmixed boon. If they
still continue to survive it is to his cease-
less vigilance, his policing of the woods,
his eternal patrol of them by day and
night, that they owe their lives.”

“If then, in New Zealand any serious
interest ever comes to he taken in our
native birds, the most efficient gethod of
preserving the smaller tree-hreeﬁg spec-
ies lies in the propagation of the weka. Of
all the birds that deserve our care he
comes foremost, and assistance withheld
from him is help denied to half the in-
digenous birds of New Zealand.”

What a recommendation to our acclima-
iisation societies if they would only take
it up. It is indeed a pity these societics,
who are now little more than public game-
keepers, do not spare a little of their time
towards restoring the mative avifauna
Instead of risky experiments in introdue-
ing aliens like the Mallard duck, which
owing to its habit of crossing readily with
other species, threatens the purity of our
native ducks; it would be far better to
encourage the spread of native binds. 1
think it could be safely said that a dozen
wekas in the Waihopai reserve would
cause more joy and amusement to the
citizens of Imvercargill, especially the kid-
dies, than 100,000 {rout placed in the Wai-
hopai. )

Mr R. Gibb: iz of the opinion that the
introduced hirds brought with them dis-
eases, which the New Zealand birds being
less resistant readily fell a prey to.
Though I have no evidence supporting this
view, the theory seems sound. We know
that in mankind at any rate the same
thing happens when different races
mingle.

Mr Gibb thinks that the decline of the
indigenous birds isnow comingto an end,
and that they are holding their own. In the
back country, he found the robin not
quite so friendly as of yore, but still in
fair numbers. The fern bird is around
Invercargill in places, and the bellbird and
tui seem to find civilisation not so bad
after all. The bellbird and tui were in
flocks on the gum trees at Tuturau, and
they bad acquired a taste for lale apples.
He also noticed bellbird nestlings in the
avenue alongside Queen s Park.

It would be a pleasant surprise if our
city fathers would resurrect from its pig-
eon hole, the long lost project for estab-
lishing an aviary at Thomson's Bush.. It
would cost so little in comparison with the
pleasnre it ‘would give. Hundreds of
pounds can be spent on playing areas,
and rightly so, for the sake of a fow
hundred players. A fraction of the sum
s0 spent would give us an aviary, provid-
ing amusement and Jnstruction for the
children, and pleasure to those of us who,
thongh we twanged the shanghai blithely in
our youth, now taks more interest in
watching the  habits of our feathered
friends. Invercargill is not richly endow-
ed with natural attractions, bat what we
have got we should make the most of, and
we are certainly not making the most of
the Waihopai scenic reserve. It should
be the show place of the town. The bush
should be enriched with native plants not
now represented. It should be considered
a crime to destroy the character of our
bit of push by planting oaks and other

{rees of foreign extraction.
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As T write this the rumour reaches me
that the railwaymen’s strike is settled.
It is to be devoutly hoped that it is true,
and that before these lines appear in print
the wheels will be turning with their
usual cheerfulness on every line from
Auckland to Bluff. We all dread and de-
test the strike. Ii is a crnde and danger-
ous weapon—dangerous not only to the
strikers themselves. and to their oppon-
ents, but even to that part of the com-
munity with whom the strikers have no
quarrel. It is like a bomb thrown, which
does nobt discriminate between its in-
tended mark and innocent bystanders,
but deals out with dreadful impartiality
its shattering blows to all alike. It is
the senss of danger to itself that makes
the public usually hostile to the strike;
and, unfortunately, this feeling of hos-
tility is almost invariably carried past the
mere fact of the strike to the strikers
themsclves. We do not stop to consider
whether or not direct action in any given
seb of circumstances is justified or neces-
sary; we are content to blame those who
are, or seem, responsible for cur own in-
convenience and injury, just as we con-
demn the French Revolution and the
horrors of Bolshevism in Russia without
the least inquiry into their even more
horrible causes. In this state of mind we
swallow with avidity any stories that
will serve to discredit the striker, and
give some colour of justification for our
projudgment of him. Incidents of really
minor significance are magnified into
“atrocities’’; excusably heated words are
reported as ‘‘seditious utterances,” and
so on. .And even where they do nob ocear
there is always at hand some grovelling
pander to fabricate them. Truly, lynch
law. has its good points.

—

The foregoing remarks are prompted by
certain incidents in connection with the
present (or recent) strike. Probably no
other strike was ever more justified, or
commanded a larger measure of public
sympathy, while the action of the men
throughout the whole trouble was remark-
able for its restraint. Yet, no sooner had
the railwaymen opened hostilities than the
usual fighting tactics of the other side
were exhibited. First, we had the most
common mnewspaper heading, “A Light-

ning Strike,” the obviops implication
being that the men were using the

bludgeon of surprise to drive the Govern-
ment into submission, whereas the plain
fact was that they had uttered warning
after warning before finally taking ac-
tion, and their reluctance to strike was
shown by the eagerness with which they
had tried, one after another, every other
path that might possibly lead to amicable
sottlement. Even in their ultimate action
they proved most termperate and forbear-
ing epice, instead of calling out all the
men from end to end of the Dominion,
as they might have done, and were ex-
pected to do, the leaders contented
themselves with what was, ab most, only
a partial strike. Then an attempt was
made to excite the hostility of cur loy-
alists by the suggestion that the strike
was deliberately timed to coincide with
the Prince’s visit. I have been person-
ally assured by a loco. ratlwayman, who
is exceptionally well informed on mat-
ters pertaining to the strike, that the
coincidence was purely accidental, and
this" is borne out by the fact that the
leaders offered to permit the running of
sach  trains were nccessary for the
passage of the Prince and his reiinue
throngh the country.

as

Then a defective
fire ‘bar was discovered, and at once ihe
whisper went round that it was a case
of sabotage-- another “atrocity,” in
fact.  Fortanately, this was promptly
nipped in the bud, so no particular haym
nipped in the bud, so no practical harm
was done. But it is interesting as show-
ing what dirty tactics are sometimes em-
ployed in industrial warfare—and not by
the workers, cither. There wero not
the only instances of attempis to discre
dit the railwaymen, but it is not neces-
gsary to cite more of them. For my own
part, I consider that the strike was fully
jusiified, and was conducted in a most

BY JACQUES,

Laugk whers we must, be candid where we can.~Pope.
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exemplary way, and sincerely hope thy
it will result in the railwaymen obtay,
ing some measure of that common justie
which has been so long denied them,

It was the second smoker on the morp.
ing train from Winton to Invercargi,
An znimated discussion was being wageg
on the chances of the southern railway.
men being called out. Arguments pr
and con were being rapidly exchanged,
when one man quietly remarked tha}
he had inside and reliable informatigy
that the South Island men would dowy
clips and shovels that self-came day
at noon. This brought to his feet an
excited but incredulous specimen of the
country’s vertebrae, who, in the tone
of one who knows that he is clinching
the matter, yelled : “Bub damnitall, man,
they can’t strike before six o'clock to
night. T've got a return ticket to Win.
ton !’

I HAVE NO INFGRMATION.

“In reply to the question of the Hon-
ourable Member, I have to state that 1
have not yet received any information
on the matter.” :
© (Mr Massey’s usual method of evading
awkward questions).
Er—, Gentlemen, we'll now devute
A little time to queries;
Of which you've tabled, as I note,
A rather lengthy series.
The most of them deserve, I grant,
My close consideration;
But answer them at once, I can’t—
T’ve had no information.
The cost of our Samoan trip
I cannot state off-hand, sirs;
Nor yet if trusts have got their g
On this, our happy land, sirs.
Ii Scapa Jellicoe will fill
The Governor’s situation,
T'm not prepared to say until’
I get some information.
If railwaymen have struck, and wny,
I really cannot say, sirs;
Nor do I know what signify
The letters P.P.A., sirs.
And whether we have had a war,
And banged the German nation;
I'm not aware at present, for
T've got no information.
If Edward, Prince of Wales is herg
I cannot say precisely;
Nor know I if the profiteer
Is doing very nicely.
You ask if Postal men desire
Increased remuneration—
You'll have to wait till T enquire,
And get some information.
The bird that catches me has got
To be an early riser;
The man’s a fool who knows a lot
When ignorance is wiser.
I find it safest, gentlemen,
With each interrogation,
To say I'll talk about it when
I've further information.

Speaking of evaslon reminds me."’l
another story. The Vicar was writih
hi¢ sermon for Sunday, and did not wis
to be disturbed. o

“If anyone calls, Bridget,” he Sﬂ’f
to the Irish maid, “I can’t see i‘hﬂ“‘-“‘:

“Shall 1 tell them you are oub, ¥

“No, that wouldn’t be the truth, ):7\1
know, Bridget,”” her master replied-
they should ask you if I am in, you e,
give them an evasive amswer.”

“What's that, sorr?”’ asked Bridgeb

“Why, the sort of answer they
make anything or nothing of,” explat
her master. .

“Yiss, sorr, I understand,” said
get, and withdrew.

The sermon written,
and asked if anyono had called

“Yiss, sorr,” said Bridget. gt

gentleman called and axed if you

in. )
et ? °
dget!

“And what did you say, BY
hopo you did not tell him an U0t
“No, sorr,” Teplied Bridge, &
gave him a ‘vasive answer. I &%

Bk

tho Vicar eme

d

ol

—

garret.”

it his grandfather had st P




