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The Most Amazing Story Ever
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FOR NEW READERS,
SIR JOHN MILLBANK, a successful,
but gtern judge, quarrels with his on-
ly son, .

JACK, who leaves his father’s house to '
Syht his own way in the world; and
whilst serving with the Austraha.n
contingent, under the name of Dick
Foster, he meets, and -falls in love
with

KITTY, the adopted daughter of Sir
John, However, Sir Jobn has ar-
ranged for her marriage with

LORD HAVERHAM. In a moment of
despair, Ritty writes to Dick, asking
im to meet her in the Blwe Room at
Riverconrt Mansions. At the appoint-
od hour, Lord Iaverham goes to the
Rlue Room to write some letters, and,
umabekaown to the guests, Sir John
maels him  there. An altercation
arises between the two men, resulting
in the accidental death of Lord Hav-
erham.  Later, Dick arrives in the
Bine Room, is cavght and accused of
murder, and found guilly. Whilst
passing the sentence of death, Bir
Johu racognizes the prisoner as his
Dwn o son A few days later,
Nir Jobw interviews the priscuer at
his private residence under escort of
the warders, and tells him bhe will
have to serve at least threc years’ im-
prisonment.  Just as they are leav-
ing, Dick with the assistance of Kitty
makes his escape, and that night they
Jdecide to drive into Winnerleigh; but
the car breaks dowa, and they are
forced to accept the hospitality of

BEAUMONT CIIASE, a millionaire.
Tha following morning, Dick’s host in-
forms him that Sir John had called
daring the night and taken his daugh-
ter away,  Dick, believing this
atory, leaves that morning for Win-
nerlaigh,  Kitly goes down to break-
iast, and is cross-examined by Mr
Chase, but on his promise of assist-
ance tells him the whole story. At
a fabnlous price Mr Chase engages
the services of

Jack!

K PLLUTAM WEBB, a clever Lut un-
acrupulous detective, to find Dick Fos-
tor, and exbracts a promise from IKGit-
iy not Lo attempt lo see or write to
her Iover until o year has elapsed.
Dick arrives at the residence of

CLARA CLARKE, a clever actress and
a friend of Kitty's. With the aid of
srease-paints she transforms Dick to

a fifs
ar.

Just al this moment the police
writve to scarch the house.

U'H3 ACTRESS.

a Clarke had not obtained her re-
matabion as u greab actress without deserv- |
s i,

Itor ialeat wag ol (he natural and eon- |
even i

vipeing guality, which is  so rare

srnvng those who lave achieved fame on !
she modern stage.
Yy the present emergency her posvers |

did not fail Ler.
As the stolid pelice official made his
i
antonncement zhe stared at him in open-
averd wondsr
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Here?

st convieb?

r\zz_!t m.rm.zt of d.n m ?ud mcmdul ty
ws, madamn,”’
and o lible suspiciously.

actvess pathered her skirts about

.ll"’

like vepresentation of her fath- !

In my

said the official coldly -
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_her with the instinctive gesture of one
! who is afraid of contamination, and, with
“her expressive eyes still fixed on
oficer, glided to Dick Foster’s side.
"Oh please find him and take him
away she exclaimed agitatedly. “But
don’t leave us alone—my father iy old.
- [ieé cannot protect me. Letb one of your
;men remain hers while you search the
i house.”
i Inspeclor Big

gs was a painstaking and
experienced oficer, but a far shrewder
mar than he was would have been de-
ccived by the accomplished actress.

All his suspicions were immediately al-
laved, and he even felt a little guilty ab
having so rudely disberbed this charming
weman in the sevenity of her own home.

When he spoke his manner was guite
apelogetic. .

“Tt is all right, ma’am, Thers is no
need to be alarmed. Jt is true the man
wae convicted of muorder, but he 15 not
a desperate rufian. We do not anticipate
viclence of any kind, You and your {ather
will be gqwte safe if you rvemain here.
fave you heard po unwususl nolses in the
b house?”

Miss Clarke’s fave assumed an earnestly
thoughtful expression.

“No,” she said, after a pause—"n0; 1
think not. Ch, do you think he has been
tere long? The servants?’ A startled look

Lhe

Yoster,”” she declared;

fear you'd give the show away. Do try
t» look a little frightened.”

“A littlo {rightened!” gasped Dick.
“‘lood heavens, I'm swealing with fear!”

“You don’t look it. It is no good feel-
ing the part if you don’t get it across the
footlights. Just fancy the feelings of an
‘ol gentleman who is suddenly informed
that an escaped murderer is concealed in
the house.
behave accordingly. Don’t overdo it. A
Juchcxoub ‘blend of indignation a.nd alarm
is what i3 wanted.”

“[ don't like the look of that {fellow.
He means business. He won’t leave the
Leuso until he has got me,” said Dick
moodily.

“Bah! He's a fool! Leave him to me,
and keep your courage up,” said the act-
resg cheorfully, “Sit down in that chair,
and here—-this is my poor pa’s snuff-pox.
Teke it and play with it It will give
you something to do when the crisis
smes.  You need not say anything; bub
't you snuffle and wheeze like au old
man?”’

Dick did hig best, and the aciress went
off into fits of suppressed lavghter.

“Not a bit like it. You keep quiet. "Sh!
Someone is coming! It's all right, daddy
dear,” she added raising her voice.
exeite yourself.
won't stand 1it, and there’s nothing to be
afraid of. If there’s any danger these
brave men will defend us. Keep calm.”

reappeared.

expression of ill-concealed annoyance.

“The fellow has slipped through
hands,”” he gaid shortly.

Clara Clarke clasped her hands in an
agony of doubt and suspense.

““Oh, are you sure you have not over-
looked hiiy  Have you searched the roof?
There is a space bebtween the ceiling and.
the rafters!”

our

We have gearched everywhere,” declar-
ed the gnan, jrritably. “I have alsdo sev-
erely guestioned the servants. They ap-
pear to be honest, but the fact remains
that the fugitive could only conceal him-

self hers with the connivance of somecone
living in the house.”

“How dreadful?”’ exclaimed the actress, '

cume into her eyes. ““Is it possible? Can prassing her hand to her bosom. ;

they be in league with him? Coun they be
hiding kim?”

gh to stay the beatm,; of her heard.
“§ canmot believe it!

And I have been so kind to them—sn |

penerous! Oh, it is infamous!”

There was so much fense dramatic feel-
ing put into the last words that Inspector
Brggs was deeply moved.

“Pray do mnot be alarmed,”
auxiously., ““According to my informalion
the man bhas been hiding v this house for
srme time; but there is no danger. 1
wor’t deny that I had a  sugpicion that
¥ou were protecting ham. e smited
apologetically.

he

3

“You will forgive me for that, madam,
Our profession makes us suspicious. Yon
give us permission to search the house?”

A

“Oh, of course—of course! Go every-
where! Don’t for IHHeavew’s sake, miss
him! I shounld die of fright il you went

i3}

away and left him in the house.
The officer smiled complacently.
“You peed have no fear of that, mad-
Wil you, please, remain bhers until
if

ani.
we have completed our gearch? Then,
you will permit me, I will see you again.”

¥ and his iwo men withdrew, closing
tee door after them,

Dopened his lips to speak, but the actress
'rajsed her finger warningly motioning him
| to silence.
| “Oh daddy,” she exclaimed, in an

" agitated voice, “what a dreadfnl thing to
!‘ have happened! We might all have been
| mirdeved in our beds! A convict! A

!
| Dick Foster gave u gasp of veliel and |
|
i
i

| Iler voice was shrill and high-pitched,
catd with a note of fear in it that seemed
i s0 genuine ihat even Dick Foster could
scarcely believe she was acting.
i IIe watched her in blank amazement as
i<ho strode agitatedly up and down the
"room, wringing her hands with the air of
'.1 tmoedy queen.
Suddeitly she alided to the door, npencd

it an inch, and listened.

Then she turned and faced Dick, und
her cyes were laughing,

“Youll Mr

never riake an actor,

sald i

‘murderer! If they don't find him I won't {
gleep in the house to-night--I simply
; wor 't 1

}

|

{ pleased to answer any questions.’”

“Quite so,” replied the inspector drily.
“Don’t imagine for a moment that I

t
She pressed her hand to her bosowm as i sUapt‘“L either you or your father, madam,
.
N 1T AN '

It is too dreadful!l l

“.S‘xispecb us!"”
The woman’s cyes were wide open, and

her whole  demeanour was one utferly
taken by surprise.
“I say I do not suspect yon,” returned

the rean cagerly. “Atl the same time, it is
my duty to leave no stone unfturned.
Therefore, I am compelled to ask both of
you certain guestions, and I mast beg that
vou will answer me frankly. Moreover, I

must see each of you alove. T propose first

to examine Mr Clarke, your father. 11 you
will, therefore, leave us alone together I
shall be obliged.”

The actress was genuinely alarmed, not
ouly by the snggestion, but also by the
nota of dogged tenacity in the man’s
voice.

Hitherto the inspector lLad scavcely
looked at Dick, but if he came to hold
a lengthy conversation with him, {ace to
fuce, he would almost certainly penetrate
the disguise, clever as it was.

She made one last deperate effort to
avert such a calamity.

“I am sorry, but my father iz old and
infirm. He is not equal to the ordeal. He
knows nothing. How could he? I shall be

iler manner was quietly emphatic, and

¢ intended to put an end to the discussion;

but Inspector Biggs was obstinate by
valure and not easily turned from his
u rpose,

“I must see the gentleman and ques-
tion him alone,” he said lduntly.

The actress planced desperately at Dick.

clear, youthful ecyes, gazing ont of his
make-up, there was no glint of
only a dull resignation,

“(o, Clara,” he said, in a low Dbut
steady voice. “I will seo the gentlemun
alone.”’

Tn despyir the actress moved towards
the door, realising that all her efforts had
been in vain 'md that discovery was im- |
minent.

Before she reached the door, however,
it opened, and a maid appeared.

{ Continued on page 6.)

“I wag in mortal!

Get that into your mind and |-

“Don’t
You know your hear$’

The door opened and Inspector Bi'ggsi

He was alone, and his face wore an |
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© FURNITURE?

Do you want Well Made, Well Finished
Up-to-Date Furniture at reasonable prices?
If so call at

MOIR & SON,

FURNITURE DEALERS & MANUFAGTURERS,
72 & 74 Tay Street,

Invercargill.
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¢ CIVIC BILLIARD

NEWS OFFICE BUILDINGS, DEE STR EET, INVERCARGILL.
{Above “The Digger.”’)
EVERY ATTENTION AND CIVILITY.
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McConacy, the expert billiard player,
will give an exhibition tournament in the
Civic Billiard Saloon, on Wadnesday,
April Tth,

LONG IN-OFF THE WHITE AFTER
THE BALLS ARE TOUCHING.

With the very best of players, as well
ag with the average player, the cue-ball
will not infrequently remain in contact
with an object ball afier playing a can-
non. When this happens with a profes-
sional player, it is, as a rule, during a run
of close nursery cannons; but a touching
of the balls may occur to any player from
the most unlikely positions. The touching
of the cue ball with another ball has two
enlirely different aspects, viz.,, when it
causes good position to be compulsorily

- abandoned, and. when it rescues a player

from a practically impossible scoring posi-
tion. When the cue ball remains in con-
tact- with another ball, the red, of course,
goes on the billiard spot and the white
on tho centre spot.

When' the balls are so placed, the stroke
that is almost invariably played nowadays
iy an in-off from the white into one of the
{op pockets. Whichever pocket is selected,
the stroke is absolutely the same, both as
to itse and the after position.  Most
players, however, perhaps irom habit, al-

. ways play for the same pocket—some for

the left, others for the right. The stroke

! should be played ae a half-ball ons, with-
He was twiddling his snuff-box. In his

fear-— |

out the use of side, and to make the cor-
rect angle the cue bhall should ho spotted
about, 3 tin from the end of the D when
playing Wlth ivory balls. With the old
Bonzoline balls, the cue ball had to be

. spotted nearly 2in nearer the end of the

3

i angle for thig

i I, but with the Jatest make of these balls

it is only necessary io spot about half an
_inch nearer, and with Crystalate balls the
stroke is practically the
same as with ivory balls,

Speaking  generally, the best way of
playing the in-off is by means of a nice
free stroke of sufficient pace to cause the

object white to strike the side cushioy
top cushion, and side cushion, and finallf
to come to rest in good position for an in:
off into the centre pocket. Uniortunaiely,
the strength of different tables varies s¢
very greatly that a stroke which leaves
perfect position on a fast table might, if
played in the same way, and with the
same strength, on a slower table, leave
very bad position. In this case the object
hall has gimply not travelled far enough.
Of course, it would be quite possible to
score from this position, but no shof would
be anything like a certainty for any play-
er, iz

In the shot under discussion, the object
bali has to strike three cushions, and, nat-
urally, each contact takes a lot of pacs
out of the ball. On a very slow table the
white requires a lot of driving to bring it
right round into position, and, in attempts
ing to do this, one might easily put too
much strength into the stroke, and thus
miss the pocket by making the shot ap
proach a forcing stroke. In any case,
when playing the stroke at a pretty fast
pace, though not at forcing pace, the cue
ball should always be placed half an inch
or so nearer the end of the D to allow
for the somewhat stronger than normal
impact between the balls.

When the object ball is struck a true
balf-ball, it will strike the side cushion at
a point about twenty-seven inches from
the top pocket, travel round the iable,
but, without the in-off being missed, a
80-to-speak somewhat thin half ball in-off
will sometimes cause the object ball to
kiss the red ag it rebounds from the top
cushion, or even to go behind the reds
but if the stroke be at all well played the
object white should always pass in frong
of the red.

Grand Billiard Saloon.

NINE TABLES.

Silence, Civility and Attention.

For your Garden Seeds,
Plants and Trees, go to

Albion Buildings, Dee Street,

DA

Pl
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Southland Floral, Piant,

and Seed Supply,

Invercargill.



