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Howick, a distance of about 15 miles from Auckland ?
the distance would be 5 miles from Aucklang.
By the Chairman—

Whal passage in the Regulations led you to form that belief?
stood the Regulations when they were read 1o me.
By Mr. Carleton—

Did any pensioner officer refuse to go to his station, on the ground of his house
not beiug ready?

Question put,

Wheiher the above question be pat,

Noes, Ayes.
Mr. Mackay, Mr. Carleton.
Mr. Taslor,
The Chairman.

Question rot puf.

Matthew McCormick—Was private in the 25th Foof, Left the army in 1840. 1
was enrvilva in England for the New Zealand Fencible Corps in 1847, arrived in Aygek—
land in November of that year. Got copy of printed conditions before embarking in
England. T wis told off to the village of Howick. Did not get my coltage and acre
of land. Was pul inlo a weathierboarded shed with my wile and one child. After
this I was told off to an acre, where I buil{ a raupo hut at my own expense as my wile
was akout being confined. Continued to attend Sunday parades for 15 months. After
that time 1 got leave from Major Gray tc reside in Auckland and attend the wusual
parades {ere, which 1 did constantly for three years, besides the drill of 12 days each
year. After that period Major Kenny got the command, when he gave an order that
any man who was four Sundays absent in a quarter should forfeit his acre and cottage
as well as pay for the passage of himself wife and family out to the colony. Ihave been
deprived of my collage and acre of land,

Edward Hynes—I was Serjeant in the 23rd Royal Welsh Fusileers, discharged in
November, 1842.  Volunteered into the New Zealand Fencible Service in 1849, from
Penbroke Dock, S. Wales.  Was Staff Drill Serjeant to the Royal Dockyard Battalion,
Pembroke. ¥zol2s. 4. {two shiliings and four pence) a day besides my pension. Was
induced {o cometo New Zealand by circulars from the Horse Guards lha!lmighl make a
home for myself and my children. Had a wife and three children. Texpected my coltage
and acre of Jand. Would not have come otherwise. Arrived in New Zealand in Sept.
1849. DLid not get my coltage and acre. There were no cottaces built for the company §
belonged to, nor land set apart. Was appointed for Onehunga. I applied conlinually for
twoand a half years for my coltage and zere. Never got it. The last pelition they con-
sidered was an iusult and on (hat account they struck me off, and pul me under stop-
pages of my peasion. T lived in Auckland the whole time in my own house, at my
own cxpense bouzht the land and buill ibe house myself. I performed militéry duljes
at Onehunga. I had to walk there and back every day on drill days. Wag occasion-
ally ill. was never absent from drill for three snceessive Sundays for the two and a
half years. Discharge produced. Very good character.

By Mr. Carleton—

Q. Were you somefimes absent from parade at Onehunga ?
sick absent.

Q. Had you a sick eerfificate?  A. Yes, I had one signed by Dr. Fox, P. M. O.
another from Dr. Matthew.

Q. Were you ever aware of a sick cerlificate not being sufficient excuse for non-
atfendance at parade? A. I was always a sufficicnt excuse.

By Mr. Taylor— . )

Q. Were you ever offered o be put in possession of your coftage and acre? A.
At {he end of aboul (wo years, on a pension day. Capt. Haultain told me that my cot-
tage was now put up at Ozneliunga, and !halany day Ichose to take.my family out, I might
get the key. Neither flooring nor chimney were in. I told him as soon as the floor
and chimney were in J wounld come. Xt was never offered me again. 1 enquired after
it, afterwards, bol was soon afterwards dismissed.

Question put,

That Col. Gray’'s evidenee be taken,

Licut.~Col. Gray examined,—I came out in command of the Pensioner Force,
T am aware of the Regulations, and thal it was one of the condijtions that the pension-
ers should have a coltage and acre of land on arrival, thal condition was not fulfilled
for a considerable time after their arrival—in no instance. The carliest dale al which
any of the pensioners received their cotlage was a!)oul 5 or 6 months after arrival,
During the intermediate time they were hm_xsed in sheds erected at the expense of
Government, weather Loarded not shingled, neitber wind nor watertigh.  Their wiveg

A. Certainly not, we supposed

A. I so under~

A. I was somelimes
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