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That no surprise is practised upon them, as it must have been kn
the lerritorial revenue was liable to conlribute with other Provinces to the purchase of
Nalive Lands ; and it is alieged (with what precise accuracy your Committec have not
deemed it worth while to enquire), that as regards Canterbury, the financial arrange-
ments of Sir George Grey were accepled by that Province under protest.

Two members contend that the Memorandum of the 24th of December, 1853 is to
be understood merely as embodying an arrangement made in order to facilitale the
acquisition of such tracts of land as might be deemed desirable, by placing funds for
such purchascs in the hands of local authorities, and that where so understood they
by no means warrant the belief that the purchase of land was to be considered as Pro-
vincial and nol a general question, or in any way disturbing the principles laid down
by the Constifution Act and the Regulations of the 4th March.

The majority of your Committee do not concur in this view. Ttappears to them
to have been the natural effect of the document to convey to the Provinces the jm-
pression that the Government infended to make the expenditure on nalive land pur-
chases a striclly Provincial charge. At the same time the Government Regulations
cannot, in the opinion of your Commitlee, be held to supersede the strict rule of the
Conslitution Act.

Whatever may be the view taken as to these questions between the General Go-
vernment and the Provinces of Canterbury and Nelson, assuming the pesition (o be
correct that the Constilution Act makes the charge in question a General, not a Pro-
vincial one, they do not appear to your Commitlee olberwise malerial (han as they
niay affect the spirit in which the dissatisfied Provinces are likely to meet the case, and
the aftitude they may possibly assume in questioning the Government expenditure.

‘We have menlioned the total amountspent in native land purchases, including
outslanding liaiblities, as exceeding 100,0001., of Lhis the Government accounts ren-
dered only chow the manner in which a part of this money has beel} expended. The
sum of about 41.0001. is stated {o be remaining open in Mr. Commissioner Maclean’s
and Mr. Kemp’s accounts as *“ unaccounted for balances.” In making advances for
this service, the practice is this. The Governmenlt, by a letler from the Colonial Sc-
crelary to some Receiver of Public Revenues, (either a Commlss.l(mel: of Crown Lands or
a Collector of Customs, or somelimes by dralt on the Commissariat) aulhorises the
Commissioner to draw lo the amount which he requires. These advances are trealed
as Imprests. When the Commissioners render theiraccounts, warrants, under the hand
of the Governor, are issaed for such disbursements as appear to the Andxlpr-('.eneral
properly vouched, and the amounts, when thas placed on warrant, are carried to final
account. All sums not so accounied for sfand over against (he Cmnmxs_smners as
undgccounted for balances, and appear in (he public accounts as imprests. 1t is nol sup~
posed that the sums placed at the disposal of the Commissioners are not duly expended,
and will not be finaliy accounted for. It is due (o Mr. Commnssnoner_Maclgau to sfale
that he informs us that he has rendered accounts to Government shqwmg'(!lscharges to
the grealer part of the assumed balance in his han(!s, and that in point of fact he holds
only about 2.000!. for current purposes ; but the tinancial syslem canuol be salisfac-
tory to the colony, which exhibils a sum of no less than 41,0007, in the hands of pub-
lic accountanls, as wnaccounted for balances. ]

The following general remarks occur to your Corpmrllee = )

The system of making large advances from the Treasury in the way of meresl,
appears to your Committee liable to great abuse,.and ough'l to pe put un(lgr sir.¢* con~
trol, or altogether stopped. In furlheran_ce of Lhis suggestion your Comm.nle_ael observe
that in the neighbouring Colony of Vicloria, a state of the public finances sumldr. o our
own has been brouglhit about.  The Gov.ernor of that colony has recentiy appointed a
Cominission {o revise the public Expenditure, in the first paragrapl} of which Com-
mission his Excellency complains * of the syslem of Imprests, by w hu:h a very large
proportion of the moneys entrusled (o the Heads of Departments was unaccounted
for. There appears fo be no public officer whalever, whose duty il is o take account of
such ’ll‘ri?grc:;?e:r of the Governor over the Revenue appears absolutely without control.
The Color?ial Treasurer stales that he considers himself obliged to pay moneys accord-
ing to Iiis Excellency’s orders, either with or without warrant. ) Until this power is
lp[:z?\ced under Constitational check, the Legislature cannot exercise any praclical con-

e : 3 e. .
trol e lh'L co(l)nqlu::c?; :)1;(}53?12(1“ whatever. The so-called Auditor-General ap-

There s o A ntanl-General. The public accounlants seem never, in

pearstlo Il)?d?:]e:c}):i?{l diii?)l:r"e Indeed the Auditor-General stales that it is not his
; ¢ a Idid s alp, . it . o . rier
{;luc;i,ngs;)l)o audit the Treasurer’s accounts. They are, it is said, audiled io Lngland.
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