H.-—18.

1934,
NEW ZBALAND.

FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

PENSIONS DEPARTMENT.

KOR THE YEAR ENDED 31sr MARCH, 1039,

Presented 1o both Houses of the General dssembly puisuant to Section 90 of the Peusions Aet, 1926,

The Commissionsir or Prnsions to the Hon. the Mintsrur or Prnsioss.
NIk, - Peasions Department, Wellington, 3lst Mareh, 1939,

I have the honour to furnish herewith, for the information of Parlinment, the report of the
Departnent relating to war, old-age, widows’, Maori War. minery’ invalidity, and sundry pensions,
family allowances, and war veterans” allowances for the year ended 3ist Mareh, 1939,

The following comparative statement rvelates to the annuad value and gross payments of all

PEnRIoNs administered by the Depurtment for the past two years:

Penstons IN Forck : ANNUAL VALUE AND Torat PavMents.

As at 3lst March, 1938, ) As at 31st March, 1939.

Tanee of Pong -
Class of Pension. Total Total
" Number. JAnnual Vu,luc.‘ Payments, | Number. Annuad Value., Payinents,
P 1937-38. ‘ P 1938-39.
| o

: : £ £ : £ £
War 24,096 0 1,579,724 | 1,597,594 20,207 | 1,624,500 1,616,248
Old-age | 59,953 1 3,873,331 | 3,235,007 ¢ G6,694 3,733,238 | 3,577,129
Widows” .. .. oo 4,982 476,907 171,287 5,196 496,85 ‘ 187,216
Maori War .. e 27 1,680 | 1,806 20 1,170 1,338
Miners’ .. .. .. 1,080 86,537 1 88,167 1,062 85,938 87.094
Epidemic .. .. .. .. .. 14 .. .. .
Invalidity .. .. .o 10,633 1 674,934 632,829 ' 12 489 794,636 750,748
Boer War .. . e 55 1,939 1,991 1y 1917 1,900
Sundry pensions and annuities 12 12,649 12,504 13 1V 772 12,390
Civil Service Act, 1908 ! 10| 3,500 3,632 9 318 3,256
Family allowances Po6,803 94,168 1 106,402 5,606 } 79,739 R4, 436
War veterans’ allowances C2,204 ‘ 154,279 } 161,267 2,225 159,05 (YRl

‘ ! ! e

Totals .. . ‘110,015'1 5,464 Hal 3 6,312,530 117,747 i 6,991,999 1 6,730,344
1 | 1

Cogt per head of Buropean population : 1937 383, 1 30 2,0 1938-38, L0 Rs. 34,
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PAYMENTS ON BEHALF OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS.

The following figures relate to the war and other pensions paid by the Department during the
year on behalf of other Goverments -

Numbcr at ) " . i
(Government. Class of Ponsion, : 318131 é\{l}zrch, I Q,i?;il ; ?ggff:ﬁf 1{’;%;;2;‘;’%’
- ,; - ’ ‘ - i
7 1 ‘ £ R S 8 £
Great Britain . .. War . .o 1,349 70,100 52.0 0 U Lo o
" .. .. Army and ¢ivil .. 716 48,788 66 0 0 129,021
Australia .. . .. War . .. H28 24,417 46 0 0 25,445
India . .. .. Army and civil .. 66 18,743 231 0 0 15,414
South Afuca . .. War .. .. 5 403 81 0 0 1 469
. . o Civil L. . 34 3,832 113 0 0 P
Crown Colonies .. .. - .. s 36 10,948 1304 O O 12,787
Canada .. .. .o War L .. | 222 222 0 0O 446
Totals .. o . ‘ 2,764 177,753 . | 187,582
i | i |
\ i
WAR PENSIONS.
SumMarY oF War PENsioN PAYMENTS,
Payments made in ‘
o e S e otal,
i London. ‘ Australia. | Canada. ‘ Eﬁ,ﬁ;‘ : Cﬁ;?lf’clrgile:s. i New Zealand.
£ £ g s £ £
Total payments to 31st 1,168, ’37’) 709,369 | 41,4831 7 8(») i 12,261 ' 25,968,030 27,908,088
March, 1938 ! ; ‘
Payments in 1938-39 51,294 47,997 © 2,825 616 41 ,O13,075 © 1,616,248

Total payments to 3lst ! 1,219,869 757,366 44,313 3,481 12,702 ‘ 27,481,605 %29,524,33(‘»
March, 1939 ‘

The amount pald for the year ended 31st March, 1939, shows an increase over the preceding year
of £18,724.

SuMMARY OF ANNUAL LIABILITY AS AT 31sT Marcm 1939.

\ .
Class of Peusion. } Il:Ie l;’;gﬁgg Njuhlﬁggnét Annual Value. Sgsggfﬁ
|
! i
| ; | £ ot
Soldiers (permanent) .. .. .. 11,475 37 705, 131 61
Soldiers (temporary) .. .. oo 4,318 24 316,528 73
Dependants of disabled soldiers .. oo 3,146 ‘ 5,245 264,951 : 84
Widows (without children) .. e 1,465 1 .. ! 143,359 ! 98
Widows (with children}.. e 114 763 1 67,915 1064
Other dependants of deceased soldiers— } | :
Parents . 8,200 . 18,571 | 36
Other adult dependmnts .. o 99 .. 3,407 34
Guardians of children . o 4H 1 157 4,134 ’ 49
Totals, &e. .. . coo2495T | 6,226 1,624,544 | 67
|



War Punsions PAYABLE oUTSTDE NuEW ZBEALAND AS AT 3lst Marcm, 1934,

| Wives and i
i Soldiers. ‘ Parents of Dependants.
; . Soldiers, ‘ ! R
- | L o | Annual Liability.
| |
! Permanent, i Temporary. | Temporary. ‘ Widows. Dq:zrnl:l(( :‘nts.
- - N - ; | |
£
Great Britain. . .. 304 Ht 16 140) 307 50,411
Australia .. .. 372 ; 125 6% 74 : 9l 16,128
Other countries .. HY 14 10 9 i 21 H,861
, : |
Totals .. 740 195 124 223 ‘ 119 L 102,400
Economic PENSIONS PAYABLE AT 3lsT MaRrcH, 1939,
| Average
Class. ‘ Number. Annual Value. Annual
‘ Grant.
\
! 7 £
Soldiers with permanent pensions . . - 2,328 143,129 61
Soldiers with temporary pensions . . .. 1,600 | 94,181 ! 63
Widows with children .. .. .. .. 120 ‘ 3,720 i 31
Widows without children .. .. .. .. 142 17,095 39
Widowed mothers .. .. .. .. .. 120 0,407 1h
I | - !
Totals ~ .. N . N S T Y R
|

WAR PENSION APPEALS.

Appeals outstanding on 3lst Mareh, 1938 . .. . .. 170
Appeals Todged during 1938 39 .. .. . .. .. 6BbT
N7
Appeals disimissed during 1938 -39 .. .. .. o321
Appeals upheld during 1933-3% . .. . - N
Appeals withdrawn and struck out, 193839 . . oM
- T50
Appeals outstanding on 3ls March, 1939 . .. . it

Percentage apheld, H2-7.
The total number of appeals dealt with to the 31st Marel, 1939, was 10,075, the percentage upheld
being 485,
Of the 730 cases dealt with during the past year, 414 were heard at Auekland, 60-8 per cent. being
upheld : 86 ot Wellington, 396 per cent. being upheld : 136 af Christehurch, 382 per cent. being
upheld : and 94 at Dunedin. 50 per cent. being upheld.

Medical treatment of war pensioners during 1938 39 cost £68.535.

Railway concessions to war pensioners on maximum permanent disablement pension and those
with locomotive disabilities on permanent pension in excess of BO per cent. cost £2,816 during the year.

The foading paid on life-insurance policies of war pensioners due to war-service disability wmounted
to €170 for the yoar,

Temporary war pengions to soldicrs decreased by 121 and permanent pensions to soldiers increased
by 439 during the year.

The 585 deaths wimong war pensioners are made up as follows : Soldiers, 232 ¢ widows ol soldiers,
13 other dependants, 334,

War VETERANS ALLOWANCES,

Since the passing of the War Veterans” Allowances Act in October, 1935, 3,426 cases have heen
granted, of which 2,223, with an annual value of £159,031. were in force as at 31st March, 1939, These
comprised 917 single veterans, 1245 marvied veterans, 60 widows, and T ogrant on account of an
orphaned child.

The total dependent children i receipt of allowances as ab 31st. March, 1939 nambered 1833,
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WAR VITERANS ALLOWANCGES APPREALN,

Appeals outstanding on 34t March, 1932 .. - . i
Appeals lodged during 1938 -39 .. .- .. . oo
RN
- ede)
Appeals disnissed during 1938 39 . .. . .. o 16
Appeals upheld during 193354 . . . . I
Appeals withdrawn and struck ot 193839
32
Appeals outstanding on Blst Mureh, 19349 .. .. .. |

Percentage upheld. dO.

FAMILY ALLOWANCES.

The claims lodged during the year totalled 1861 which, with the 26 outstanding from the
previous year, made a total of 1947 to he dealt with.  Of these, 807 were accepted and 610 rejected.
Of the rejected claims, 383 vepresent cases where the income ol the Tunily was inexcess of the limit
allowed.  Fowr hundred and thirty-cight new claims from Maoris were linally dealt with during the
year, 248 heing granted and 190 rejected.

The total children of the 5,606 allowances i force as at 31st. March, 1939, and those in exeess of
two ina fanily numbered 26,992 and 15730, the average per family heing 181 and 2-831 respectively.

The total amount paid daring the year was £834.436. while the total annual value of all allowances
in foree at the elose of the yewr was £79.7340,

Weekly Rates at which Allowunces granted.

Weekly Rato I 2s. 0 Bs. s Bs 6s. Ts. 8 [10s. | 125, lds. | L5,
|
| | ‘
| | |
- Z 3]

. i | ! \
Number granted .. o0 lsen s 37130 2752 29 10 2 3
1 |

Number of Children ! | e A
in xcess of Two. ) : : : to o . L R

Number of families .. . . 333 2023 141 ™98 5 . b |

Weekly Incomes of Families.

| . - o0
;o s | e . Over £1 and up | Over £2 and up  Over £3 and up -
Weekly Tncome. £1 and under. to £2. | o £, o £4. Over £4,
I
‘ !
Number of families .. 24 72 194 472 i (B
|

(ONT O ADMINISTRATION.

The cost ot aduimistration tor the year amounted to £113,070, the principal items of expenditure
heing £62.932 for salaries of officers of the Department, £26.310 and £4,839 paid to the Dostal
Department for pavment of pensions and postage and telegrams respectivelv, £4.791 for salaries and
other expenses of the War Pensions Appeal Board, and £2,477 for salaries of the War Pensions Board.

The number on the stall at 3lst March, 1939, was 406, and of these, 69 were appointed during
March in connection with work preparatory to the coming into operation ol the Social Security
Department. '

The percentage of cost of administration to the total pension puyments made of £6,967,926
(including £187 582 paid on behall of other Governments) was 162, or 3-9d. in the pound.

Preliminary expenses meurred on account of the Social Security Departinent amounted to
£12,149 as at 31st March, 1939,

LIEGISLATION.

On the Lth September, 1933, the Social Security Act, 1938, was passed and with the coming into
operation of that Act from the Ist April, 1939, the Pensions Departiment will lose its identity. it then
being absorbed in the new Soeial Security Departiment, and all the officers of the Pensions Departiment,
will be transferred to the new departinent.

The War Pensions Act, (915, and the War Veterans” Allowances Act, 1935, whielht have been
administered by the Pensions Department under the Commissioner of Pensions, will in future be
administered by the Nocial Security Departmient under the Seevelary for War Pensions.

[ sabmatting this last report of the Penstons Department b would like to pay o tribute Lo the
eflicieney and Toyalty of the staft during the years that the Pensions Department was operating.



STATISTICS IN REGARD 10 Crvir, PENSIONS.

Pensions in foree at 31st March, 1938 o

New pensions granted, 1938 39

Deaths during 193839
Cancellations during 193%-39
Netb imerease or deereage

Pensions in foree ab 31st March, 1939

Total children
March, 1939
Total Kurvopean pensioners
Total Macri pensioners
Total Asiatic pensioners .. ..
tPensioners under section 7 (6), Pensions Act,
1926
Percentage of Huropean pensioners to total
European population
Now claims lodged
New claims rejected
Number of children on \\]10%( J,(umnt p(\nwm i
sranted i
Annual Liahility at 31st March,
Average pension per antim
Ulross (\m‘udltm(' for year 1938- J"
Inevease or decrease on figures of previous
year
Cost per head of Huropean population
Credit from national endowment
Refunds paid to Public Account
Number of pensioners in homes and h()r}[)lb‘bl\ ;
Amount: paid to controlling authorities of |
these
Number of pensioners in mental hospitals ‘
Amount paid to Mental Hospitals Depart-
ment on account of these !
Unpaid instalments as at 31st March, 1939 . ‘
\
|
|
i

i reccipt o pension, 3hel

1939

Iigtalments forfeited and subscquently p(u(l
Average of tamily under fifteen years

Total claims lodged to date

Potal claims establishod

Total claims rejected

Total number of children bonofited.

Total deaths

Total guardiavs appomt(‘(l

Total cancellations .

Grand total paid Lo date

Potal amount paid on account fune I.LI oxpenses |
Potal credit from national endowment ‘
bnvalidity appeals

Appeals outstanding on 3lst March, 1938 ..
Appeals lodged durving 1938 39

Appeals dismissed daring 1938 -39

Appeals upheld doring 1938-39 ..
Appeals withdeawn and struck out 193839
Appeals outstanding on 31st March, 1939,
Pereentage upheld . ..

* Miners. T Widows of miners.

169 cases above comprise :
60 and under 65, 143 females, 55 and under 60, 1

Ul.

0Old-age.

H9 953

12,6008

L1070

1.088
| 6,741
66, 604

IR
x =1

. He8d.
£43,595
£, 047

1,804
£98, 232

Zoz

£, 830
L 036
195,674
891
774

71,615

16,582
320,907

SUNREE

Widows’. 1 Maori War. Miners’.

l Invalidity.

. Y ‘j‘ 868%\ .
) | 27 l to2t] [ 10,633
b s |
(oo | 1 (R
‘ . 251 7
oy 7 72 8T
70 i 27 1,049
2 7 L2 11,856
o ; SYARIRY
Ot 20 f L2 4R
. 196 { 1 191 4 12,489
10,271 : 390 3,662
i,621 (I 1,062 11,734
575 G | 751
| ,1_
030 0-07 | 076
2,64 130 7,201
308 33 3,152
2,341
£496, 831 3 G170 00 €85,938 | £794,636
leos 12 4 1es8 105 \u!} £30 185, 5l [£63 125, .
E487 216 | £1,088 1 €87,004 | £750, 748
CELy, 020 ¢ {468 £1,073 H£117.019
Ge, 4Ad, O-2d. 1 le T-6d, | 950 9-2d.
320 | 3 “ggun
[ 15 1,126
£49 1 L1353 | £63,068
4 3
BEE! £185
€1, 698 £10 £265 £3,776
£653 48 ©1,974
|98 . .. .
25,567 1,803 3,749 26,332
20,264, | 1,698 2,873 16,147
4,063 195 | 872 9,301
48,085 . 1 . ..
164 672 | 1,167 1,966
463 . .
14,904 6 644 1.692
£6,222, 169 | £612,553 161,078, 719/¢1,842,194
g2
a7
; 588
! 108}
262
‘ ! 38
| 5
371

1 Pensions may be granted to males sixty
fernales fifty-five years and over in cases where two or more children under fifteen arc being maintained.
Kuropean - Males, 60 and under 65, (41 ;

years a

females, 55 and under 60, 13

Total Kuropean population ai 3lst March, 1939, 1,536,261,

nd over and to
The
Maori —— Males,
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PENSIONS GRANTED,

Year ended Number Of‘ Cancella- In ‘Force_
31st March, Pt;igss Deaths. | tions. ai)g‘]?g d“t
Old-age.

1899-1900 | 12,186 824 77 11,286
1901-1910 | 17,848 | 10,287 | 3,576 | 15,320
1911-1920 | 24,028 | 16,017 | 3,338 | 19,993
1921 .. | 2,152 | 1,880 498 | 19,837
1922 .. | 2,553 | 1,578 321 | 20,491
1923 .. | 2,781 @ 1,763 328 | 21,181
1924 .. | 2,549 1,870 392 | 21,468
1925 .. | 2,654 1,635 425 | 22,062
1926 .. | 3,100 | 1,839 418 | 922,905
1927 .. | 3,302 | 2,049 407 | 23,751
1928 .. | 3,638 | 2,093 491 | 24,875
1929 .. | 3,614 | 1,968 411 | 26,110
1930 .. | 3,506 | 2,242 465 | 26,909
1931 .. | 4,640 | 2,202 352 | 28,995
1932 .. | 5,806 | 2.188 296 | 32,317
1933 .. | 5,534 | 2,262 657 | 34,932
193¢ .. | 5.509 | 2,369 BE5 | 81,507
1935 .. | 5,934 | 2,744 556 | 40,141
1936 .. | 6,476 | 2,746 | 562 | 43309
1937 .. | 14,388 | 2,974 | 589 | 54,134
1938 .. | 10,685 | 3,956 ‘ 910 | 59,953
1939 | 12,008 | 4,179 | 1,088 | 66,694

Totals.. (154,891 | 71,615 | 16,582

Widows’.

1912-1920 | 5,817 47 1 2,326 3,444
1921 .. | 627 8 642 | 3,421
1922 .. 523 3 598 | 3,343
1923 .. 616 12 536 | 3,411
1924 .. 730 8 607 | 3,526
1925 .. 602 61 524 | 3,598
1926 .. 684 2 447 | 3,833
1927 .. 705 6 562 | 3,970
1928 .. 761 4 629 | 4,098
1929 .. 823 5 584 | 4,332
1930 .. 702 | 6 655 | 4,373
1931 .. 815 9 613 | 4.566
1932 .. 798 8 647 | 4,709
1933 .. 731 3 750 | 4,687
1934 .. 703 5 766 | 4,619
1935 .. 687 2 799 | 4,505
1936 .. 696 10 822 | 4,369
1937 .. | L,117 7 726 | 4,753
1938 .. | 1,083 3 301 4,982
1939 .. | 1,094 10 870 1 5,196

Totals. . | 20,264 164 | 14,904
I i —

Inwalidity.

1995 Co 14 S 114
1926 .. | 99 9 1 196
19271 .. | 16 6 4| 232
1928 .. 39 11 1 959
1929 .. 43 14 6 982
1930 .. 17 10 8 311
1931 . 43 18 6 330
1932 .. 45 13 P 360
1933 .. 52 9 8 395
1934 .. 60 12 5 438
1935 .. 70 24 10 474
1936 .. 55 13 9 507
1937 .. | 7,292 201 107 | 7,491
1938 .. | 4,313 755 476 | 10,633
1939 .. | 3,776 871 j 1,049 | 12,489

Totals.. | 16,147 | 1,966 t 1,692

7

i
)

.

Year onde

31st March, |

1928
1929
1930
1931
1532
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1934

Totals. .

H.—18.

DraTtas, AND CANCELLATIONS IN wACH YRAR, witH NUMEER IN FoROE.

1913-1920 |

1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

Tatals. . l 1,608

1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

Totals. .

1916-1920 | 49,254

* Thl‘l represent,s (»08 reinstatements, less 448 actua.l canoellahons

q Number of; Cancella- | In Force
I Pensions  Deaths. ) tions at Er.ld of
granted. : Period.

Famaly Allowances.
3,154 25 123 3,006
1,437 39 641 1 3,763
1,004 41 858 3,868
¢ 1,399 46 604 - 4,617
I 3,040 56 269 7,332
3,841 68 785 ¢ 10,320
3,022 68 1,129 © 12,145
2,166 63 1 1,927 12,321
1,730 h5 {2,306 ; 11,691
1,131 9 | 3,289 ‘ 9,515
714 7 3,429 | 6,853
AN 3 1,989 ¢ 5,606
23,443 496 17,34!‘
Il
|
Maori War.
1,691 750 9 939
2| 130 ; 811
1 72 . 740
1 71 L 669
1 80 1 589
1 71 . 519
74 1] 4
70 314
66 308
49 | ‘ 259
\ 50 ! i 209
1 40 170
27 ! 143
36 [ 106
20 ; 36
21 65
22 43
| 7 36
! 1 9 27
i ‘ 7 | 20
1,672 fi%
War.
‘ 953 | 13,730 ¢ 34,571
2,207 ! 358 | 4,666 | 31,764
945 369 | 3,249 | 29,091
625 3568 | 2,898 | 26,460
551 361 3,484 ¢ 23,166
432 334 | 1,946 | 21,318
353 369 586 | 20,716
350 303 88 | 20,625
330 i 401 —6 | 20,560
398 360 88 | 20,686
347 405 | --111 20,739
431 387 —242 1 21,025
348 432 -100 | 21,041
352 400 | 111 21,104
365 419 -264 | 21,314
163 445 346 | 21,678
740 451 --664 | 22,631
1,136 484 | —428 i 23,711
665 H41 261 1 24,096
HR6 H8h 160 24,257
|
60,878 | 8,76H 27,8565
i
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PENSIONS GRANTED, DEATHS, AND CANCELLATIONS IN KACH YRAR, WiTH NUMBER IN FORCK —continued.

Year ended N? mb.e v of | Cancella- In 1[“():'0(5 " Ycar ended Number ofj Sancella- | In Force
31st March, ér‘;:;fg“ Deaths. | ™ ons. %‘“;,f;‘i‘(;‘d‘.’f ! 3t March, ;f;:;;’i‘“ | Denths. i tav ‘atl,ﬁrfl‘g o
Miners’. Lpidemic.*

1916-1920 683 133 135 415 1920 .. 93y ! o
1921 107 | 43 5 74 1921 .. 9 b 113 849
1922 78 | 38 | 8 . 506 | 1922 .. 61 .. j 172 | 683
1923 96 . 52 6 544 ' 1923 .. L. 2l 112 | 569
1924 88 . 48 4 580 1924 .. .. 1 111 457
1925 110 14 607 1925 .. | .. | 92, 36D
1926 9 50 13 60 1926 .. roat 13
1927 84 51 B 668 1921 .. | .. | 9 59 259
1928 104 | 47 1 721 1928 .0 .. 3 47 209
1929 94 | 55 2 760 0 1929 .. | ‘ | 21 188
1930 86 59 8 779 ' 1930 F P 97 160
1931 153 51 5 876 1931 .. .. | ‘ 22 138
1932 175 56 4 991 .+ 1932 .. .. | 27 | 113
1933 100 52 296 743 1933 [ i 13 98
1934 70 51 26 736 1934 .. . .. 30 68
1935 124 48 29 783 1935 L. S 54| 34
1936 14270 1 8l 1936 .. .. .. ! 10
1937 267 58 2 1,040 1937 . . L 7 3
1938 14 65 29 1,060 pu3s L L. .. 3

1939 oL 720 21 1062 [ IO

et = S Totals.. 972 YRR
Totals.. 2,873 1,167 644
|

War Veterans’ Allowances. i

1936 .. 1,061 ; (o 1,043 |
1937 .| 1,468 | 440 388 2,079 | 1
1938 597 | 53 349 2,204
1939 370 A5 | 306 1 2,993 ‘
RS U SRS ;
Totals. . 3,426 ° 149 1 1ont ‘

| i

#Phe administration of Bpidemic Pensions was taken over from the tlealth  Department as from Ist April,
1920, There were no payments made during 1938 38 under this heading as the pensionable childven had reached the
disqualifving age prior to st April. 1938, ]

H. Diepy Smiry,
Commigsioner of Pengions.
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