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NIEW ZEALAND,

OFFENDERS PROBATION

UNDER OFFENDERS PROBATION ACT, 1920, AND CRIMES AMENDMENT 2000 1910
(REPORT ON OPERATION OF), FOR TIIE YEAR 1938,

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of 1Iis Hawceilency.

The Hon. the MINISTER oF JUsTick to His BxcmriEscy the (ovirNow-(hoNarat,
SIR,-- Welineton, 11th Aveust, 1039,
T have the honour to submit to Your lixeellency the report of the Chicf Trobation
Officer on the -operations of the Offenders Probation Aci for the vear cided 3ist Deceniher,
1938.

Iohave, &,
.G B Mason,
Minister of Jostiee,

The Cumr ProvarioNn Owrlcrr to the Hon. the Mrasmer ow oo

SIR,—
I have the honour to submit my annual report on the work of the probation
system  under the Offenders I’robation Act and the Crimes Amendment Ael for the
year ended 31st December, 1938.

The statistical tables appended hereto show details of the number of  offenders
dealt with, the nature of the offences, and the ages of the persony eonecrnoed.

Reports from the Probation Officers in the eitics and the priacipal  secondary
towns are also attached.

In the small country towns police econstables act as Probation Officers, bui in any
town where there is a substantial number of probationers it is  the policy of he
Department to appoint special Probation Officers.

Offenders Probation.—The reports from the distriet officers reveal o satisfaclory
yvear’s work and show, with comparatively few exceptions, that those admitted fo prabation
have responded reasonably well. The difficultics i placing men in employment have
not been as acute as in past years, and this has been a factor which hus made the position
gasicr in the matter of the payment of restitution. All Probation Offfcers oxpress
gratitude to the Government Placement Officers for their helpiul co-operation. Thmplovinent
1s undoubtedly an important factor in rehabilitation. With many men adversity makes
them resentful and anti-social, and often a little understanding sympathy and help in
finding a job transforms a feeling of “grouch” into one of gratitude.

The number of probationers who committed breaches hy failing io comply with the
conditions of their probation or who offended again subscquently was just sver 9 per
cent. of the total dealt with. This may be regarded as satistactory.

The number of offenders admitted to probation during the year was 914, as compared
with 897 for the previous year. The amount of rvestitution money ecollociod  Trom
probationers was £4,703. The success in this regard has been due to the potient and
diseerning pressure brought fo hear hy Probation Officers.  This requirciment to make
reparation is not only of advantage to the victims of the offences committed, but it is
noticeable that many probationers through this mcans are reminded of theiv oblications,
and they themsclves frankly admit the justice of the ovders to make vestitution.  his
in itself is a step towards social rcadjustment.

1—H. 20s.
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P’robation in New Zealand has been recognized by statute sinee 1886, The Dominion
was thus one of the earlicst countries to adopt the system. It has gradually been
developed From originally being applicable only 1o first offenders until, sinee the passing
of the Offenders Probation Aet, 1920, it has applied to any offenders. The organizalion,
both from the point of view of personnel and method, hax been gradually extended and
improved, and it can now bhe elaimed that the Dominion is scerved by an cefficient and
sympathetie tcam of probation workers.  The rationale of the syslem, in so far as the
seleetion of eases and their gupervision is concerned, is elearly and suceinetly stated in
the report of the Committee set up i Kneland to deal with woeial serviees in the
Courts.  As this accords with the practice followed in the Dominion, the extrael is
quoted hercunder:—

* We have already rveferred to the need Tor care in fhe seleetion of  cases
for probation.  To place persons on probation where the eiveumstances do not
Justify it imposes an unfair burden on the Probation Officer, and brings diseredit
on the system.  Failure m unsuitable cases may ceven deter Courls from using
probation in cases whieh are suitable.  Probation may nol always be in the best
interest. of the offender.  Public interest also demands that i shall not he used
indiseriminately without duce regard to all the cirenmstances off the ease, ineluding
the character of the offence.

“TIn fairness, then, to socicty, the offender, and the Probation Officer, no
person should be placed on probation without full consideration of his previous
history and  present snrronndines,  as well as the immediate  cause  of  his
appearance hefore the Court.  Without inguiry it is tmpossible adequately  to
take into aecount. the conditions which the faw preseribes as justifyving the nse
of probation. Inquiry has both a positive as well as a negative value: it cnsures
the benefit of the system to those who are likely to profit. by i, and diseloses
those eases where probation is not likely 1o have any chaner of suceess. Morcover,
the Probation Officers who gave evidenee before us were unanbuous In expressing
the opinion that, where an offender 15 1o be placed under supevvision, i is importan
that the Probation Officer should make contact with himn at the eavliest possible
stage,  In this wayv the Probation Officer is better able 1o sernre Jhe eanfidence
of the offender and to excreise his influence more effeetively  at a later
slage. ..

“There should be a construetive offort by the Probation Officer, in co-operalion
with the probationer, to help him to fulfil his undertaking to the Court.  With
this object in view the environment of the probalioner needs speeial study.

“The probationer is rarely an isolated umit in socicty; there are wusually in
the background friends or relations who may be an influencee for good o il By
obtaining the help of the family the Probation Officer may be able to strengthen
his own efforts.

“Different probationers need different methods of treatment. This statement
may appear obvious, but it is casily forgotten, cspeeially if o uniform practiec
is adopted of vequiring probationers to report at the Probation Officcr’s room,
The high-spirvited voung man or woman requires widely different handling from
the middle-aged f{ather or mother of a family. Tt may be necessary  to
remit these visits or to vary the intervals at which they are rvequired to suit
the eircumstances of the probationer or the progress made by him.  Sometimes
an older probationer may respond best by the knowledge that the Trobation
Officer is placing trust in him and egiving him some degree of vesponsibility.  To
teach a probationer the way to help others as well as himscelf may he 1he best
method of re-cstablishing self-respeet.”

Parole~~The Crimes Amendmoent Aet statisties show that 275 persons were released
on probation during the year on the recommendation of the Prisons Board. None of these
were recommitted fo prison for breach of the conditions of their lHeense: and Awenty-
three, meluding twenty-one habitual eriminals, had their lieenses cancelled  For further
offcnees.  Considering the difficultios with whieh ihese dischareces are Taced in rehabilitating
themselves, the small percentage of  fatlures can be regavded as satisfaetory.  The
effectiveness of the present method of parole and after-cave may he judged from the facet
that during the five vears ended 31st December last, 1,663 prisoners (exeluding habitual
eriminals) were released on probation, and durving this period only 120, or T2 per cent.,
were returned to prison for failing to comply with the conditions of their release or for
other offences whilst on probation, and only 2471 per cent. have again been convietod
subscquent to discharge.

This latter form of probation, which deals with dischargees rom prison and Borstal,
though different in crigin from the probation rveferred to in the carlies pavt of this
report, calls for the same sympathetic understanding of human nature as with probationers
under the  Offenders  Probation  Act, butl, il anything, it requires a more friendly
shepherding to assist a parolee during the hazardous transition period between his firs
emergenee from the more or less artificial Tife in an institation and his finding his feet
again as a free citizen,
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Conelusion.  Probation is essentially o community job. A Probation Officer is bound
{o rely on, and utilize, ax Tar as available, all resources  voluntary and official, social
and religions—and in this conneetion & desive o express the Department’s appreciation
of the execedingly valuahle help @iven by a large band of voluntary workers, who assist
hoth individaally and through commitices, and of the splendid co-operation shown by the
(Government. Placement. Officers and the police.  Also, grateful acknowledements are made
to the many ministers o religion, officers of  the Salvation Army, and other social
organizations who have helped i this important salvage work.

B. 1.. Darnarp,
Chief Probation Officer.

REPORTS OF DISTRICT PROBATION OFFICKERS.
Mr. J. Axperson, Distriet Probation Officer, Auckland.

I have the honour fo submit my annual report on the probation work at this
centre for the period from Ist Janvary, 1938, to 31st December, 1938,

Commencing the period under veview with 195 probationers on the register, therce
were 246 admitted to probation from the Auckland Courts, while 89 were reecived on
fransfer rom other distriets, making a total of 530 dealt with for the period.  Of that
pumber, 131 completed their probationary periods, 136 were transferred to other distriets,
4 were dischareged by the Prisons Board, 2 left the Dominion, 8 were brought before the
Court and senteneed on the original chavge, while 6 eame before the Court for other
offences committed while on probation.  The foregoing figures total 287, which, deducted
from the number deall with, felt 243 probationers on the register at the termination
of the period under review.

To the number of defaulters shown there has to be added 27 others who came before
the Court for other offences and later veverted to the probationary conditions. A total
defaulters” list of 41 is thus shown for the year, being less thain 8 per cent. of the total
number dealt with.  There is a shieht inercase in the pereentage over last year’s figures,
which can be in some degree attributed fo the wider use being made of the probation system,
with t consequent diversity of tvpe.  Nevertheless, from every point of view the result
may be considered highly satisfactory, giving further cvidence of the value and efficacy
of the probation system.

The sum of €781 1s. 2d. was paid in as restitution and £112 8. 11d. as eosts of
proseeution, a total of £893 10s. 1d. for the vear. That fotal is €118 24 8d. above the
total for the previous vear.

There are many factors governing the ecollection of restitution and costs,  In many
cases  difficidty  is experieneed  in connection  with  these pavments, and  while it is
pleasing to record that the conditions imposed in this respeet are heing largely met,
are, diserimination, and  digerction are necessary in enforeing pavmeni so that there
may be no undue hardship in compelling the observance of the conditions imposed by
the Court in thix respect.

While the number of  defaulters shows a sheght inercase, it is well to remember
that the majority have carvied oul o a highly satisfactory manner the obligations
imposed.  While there are many who do not come fully up to expectations, it is
pleasing 1o record that so many ol the probationers show, by their exemplary conduet
and altention to instructions, their appreciation of what has and is being done for them.

Probationers on Release Trom Prisoi and  Borstal  nstitulions. Al the beginning
of the year there were 77 probationers i this elass on the register, and 92 were
received on probation from the vavious mstitutions or on transfer from other distriets,
showing o total of 169 dealt with. Of these, b4 completed the term of probation,
30 were transferred to other distriets, H were discharged by the Prisons Bourd, 4 left
the Dominion by permission, 2 died, and 21 were sentenced o terms of  Imprisonent
for offenees committed while on probation, leaving 53 probationers on the register at
the 81st. December, 1938,

[four of the number who committed further offences were habitual eriminals whose
licenses were cancelled.  The number of defaulters shown in this elass is 128 per cent.
of the total dealt with.  Probationers in this class who completed the probationary
terms, with some few excoptions, did so in quite a satisfactory manner, and appear
to be doing well.

The matter of employment is one which still eauses a great deal of concern to both
Probation  Officer and  probationers, although theve is a distinet improvement in this
direction.  Unfortunately for the offender, the faet that he has transgressed and appeared
hefore Court very often means loss of employment and conscequent difficulty in obtaining
remuncrative work., This is indeed a problem and once difficnlt 1o overcome.  Many
ciployers arve sympathetie, and fall in with the probation idea hy continuing o umplo?y
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Cacfers P vatue of  assured employinent to those who have (o rchabilitate
fhomseives caniel he oo strongly stressed.  This is borne out hy the numbers who,
lavine been wiven ai opportunity, successfully complete the period of probation and
cotiintie oo doowedl I thiy connection 1 ohave to place on reeord my appreeiation of
the very valued and wise assistanee rendered by the Placement Offieers at this centre,
whe love shown, by iheir sympathetie eo-operation, their appreciation of the necessity
ol placing these wen i work,

1
(A1

Pt aonin plaee on reeord my thanks for the ready and kind assistance given
by the isschoveed Freisoners” Ald Society. Indeed, were it not for the assistanee received
Trony that auarter the Probation Officer would be at his wits end to, as it were, carry
over that vers difficutt period between release from Court or prison and the obtaining
of work.  dention ust also he made ol the assistance rendered by the Salvation Army
officers, o socinl workers, and the police, whose help and understanding arve valuable
[etors o the eavevinpe-oui of this construetive work.

Conselin o thie ceporl, L ohave again to express my appreciation ol the kindly
and eowtcons teeabment ol the Judges and Magistrates at this contre.

Meo W T Dakey, Distriet Probation Offiecr, Christechurch,
Ve prescoting my  annual report on the work aceomplished in the Christehureh

distriet oeine the ovene 19580 T think it ean be said quite definitely that good progress
s boon oonde. $ore men coming under my supervision have been in full-time work than
ever belfure, and the conduet and work of probationers have gencrally heen of a high
staindaed, Phere have been Tapses, bhut no more than usual, and these mostly in cases
whore o e been ordered to come up for sentenee and make restitution.  With

pomard 1o oo Clourl work, it s regrettable to have to report that there has been a
Tairly lavge aeaount of serfous erime among young men during the year, and in nearly
all the caen e Courts have found it neeessary, in the interest of the community and
the offenders themsalves, to commit them to reformative institutions. In some cases lack
of cmpioviment has been stated to be the cause of their downfall, but T do know that
i most of thie cases they were in regular employment. Furthermore, 1 do know that
an overdnduieence in intoxieating liquor was definitely a contributing factor in several
seriors evimes commitied by young men, and it might not be out of place to mention
here the casy manner in which these young men, obviously under age, have obtained
liquor, botli i ordinary selling-hours and after hours.

Ve eport wenld not be complete if 1 did not wmention the splendid assistance
we  have peeetved from the officers of the Government Labour Bureau in placing a

very Boee nomber of our mien in work,
Many veluntarvy helpers vender great assistance, and two we come in contact with

feont oo ot e the Rev. Mr. Revell, Uity Missioner, and Adjutant Thorne, of the
Malvation  Army Men’s Home.  These two gentlemen have again helped us to the limit
ol their powers.

he slatisties Tor the year ended Deeember, 1938, arc as follows:

Probationers reporting at Ist January, 1938, 130; rvcleased by Courts, 94; transferred
from oflier distriets, 27; discharged or completed terms of supervision, 63; transferred
fo other distreiets, 5L senteneed on original charge and for other fresh offences, 9; and
defanlted, 7. Probationers on register at 31st December, 1938, 121.

Under the Crimes Amendment Aet we commenced the year with 39 reporting; reccived
o e vear 36, mmking a total of 75 dealt with,  Licenses cancelled, 2; sent to gaol
for fresh offences, 85 defaulted, 3; discharged by Prisons Board, 1; discharged during
the vear, 42:  Crines Amendment Aet probationers reporting at 31st December, 1938, 24,

Restitution eolleeted during the year amounted to £620 2s., costs of prosceution
25 Us, G, madiing o lotal of £625 28, 6d.

My, 1. W Mostry, District Probation Officer, Dunedin.

i have the honour to submit the annual report on the probation work at this centre
For the vear cended 31st December, 1938,

In eommon with many distriets, there has been a deeline in the number of eriminal
cases oy bevore the Court, but {his has not been refleeted in the probation activities
of this district. The figures for this vear show that there has heen a considerable increasc
i the ymamber released and remaining on probation.  This would seem 1o indicate a
tendeney of tie Courts Lo apply in an inercasing ratio the provisions of the Offenders
Probation At

Whilst, the nuwmber of men yeleased from institutions is slightly more than was the
pade fast vear, there ave fewer remaining on the vegister, this being due to a larger
propertion having completed their term.

That the nerensed faith reposed i probation as an cffective reformative system is
justificd s agaim wmply  demonstrated by the small percentage of apparent failurcs,
defaulters in ol categories amounting to only 5 per cent. of the total.
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The amount collecled by way ol restitilion is nearly four times ag muceh as last
vear.  This inerease has been inode possibles wo dordbis by the Tacet that there is more
money civenlating in the community an welt e an inereased amount having heen ordered
to be repaid by the Courts. T is notiesd thet est aren reeognize the justiee of such
orders, while they may be somewhnd hestinnl b careying oub the same.

In spite of the hetter Tacilities for finding wen employment, this hranch of the
work still presents a problem thal i nel zhways quickly solved for alic The State
Placement, Service has bheen most syiipatheiis and hetpial, Indeed, without this serviec
one would searcely kiow where Lo turn,

In general it may be said that ihe behavionr of the men bas heen up to the
previous  satisfactory standard.  There would neene to be o tendeney  for a larger
proportion of voung nien to be released on probation. This may bhe the result of the
hetter ceonomic eonditions prevailing aimceest the poorer eiass causing older men to have
less  Ineentive to  comumit erimes involving dishonesty, rather than to an inerease to
any extent in the ineidence ol erime amongst youugzer people.

Grateful appreciation i again aclnowledeed &6 the voluntary social workers and to
the agent of the local Patients’ and Piisencers” Aid Society, whose  c¢o-operation and
assistanee Is very mueh valued. b desiee also o orecord my indebtedness to the officers
of the Police Departinent, who have always wiven wost helplol and courteous assistance.

Statisties for the year ave ag followa:

B

Offenders Probalivie el —UOn revister at the beginming of the wyear 38, adimitted
during the yeav 46, received on tracsior 10, total 94, which is o be redueed by 21 who
completed their term, 11 Gransferred, 2 zone overseas, 2 defaulters, and 3 imprisoned,
leaving 55 on the register at the end of fhe vear.

Crimes  Amencdoent Lel—On o reaister at the beginuing  of  the year 16, released
from dustitutions 21, reccived on transfer 2, total 82 less 13 who completed period,
9 dransgferred, 2 recommitted io ingtitutions, leaving 15 on the register,

Restitution  payments totalled €282 and eosis of  prosceution €3 18s. 6d.: total,
£285 185, 6d.

Mr. B Ware, Disteiel Probation Officer, Wellineton.

I have the honour to subivit the fellowing annual eeport on the probation work at
this centre for the yvear ended Slst Diecomber, 1938

Statisties show that the yvear conimenced with 131 offender probationers reporting;
during the year 100 were veleased on probation by local Courts, while 56 were reccived
on transier, making a total dealt with of 287, Completing theiv rvespeetive peviods of
probation  satisfactorily 72 were  diseharveed, while 2 others were  discharged by the
Prisons DBoard, 63 were drvansterred {o other distriels, while 6 Teft (he Dominion with
prior consent. It was dTound necessary to deal with 7 on the orieinai echavees, while
4 others weve sentenced o terns o iniprisonment for subsequent offences, 1 absconded
and at the end of the year remmined untraced, leaving 132 reporting at the end of the
period ander review.  Tocludig these deadt with in Ahe ordinary wov Tor hreach of
conditions of welease, the proportion o defauliers approsches 5 per eent., which may
he regarded as guite satisinclory, ' '

The total sum ol £525 10w Gdl veecived by way ol payments towards costs and
restitution may be regarded as n praciical dndieation of response and of o desire on
the  part of  many  probationers do meet their ohlisntions.  Their capacity  to make
reparation in this manner has ne doubt inercased within recent fines, :|Hhouu"11 the other
types who seetr o require constant prossure sie cver with us. ‘

Apart from  those who delaulted, many of whom were represeniative of o type in
whom weakness seeros almost inherent, response and genera! belaviour have maintained
o fairly high standard and wmany seew to have completed their terms of probation with
feelings of moral seeurity, having  benefited  during the period of  contacl, which,
as its name dmplies, proved o them a testing period. The numbers now living normal
useful lives testifies Lo the consirietive purposes of the svsiem. The inereased (»m;‘ol’“i‘,unit»i(%é
for Sl}iT:ll»lo caployment have proved of inesthmable value i the matter of rehabilitation
and in osome measure at deast maoy be regavded as oone means by which  many are
attenipting and many have attained moee or fegs complete reestallishmoent.

Bovstal - Tastilulions  and  COrinees Awiendment Act, The vewr eommenced  with 44
reporting under this heading, 79 were received on relense from various institutions. and
along “with 19 received on transter made a total dealt with of 142, Of {his nu;nber,.
48 have heen discharged, 5%()‘ were translerred o other distriets, while 2 were discharged
by the P’risons Jﬂ():l,l,’fj/. 4 left the Daminion with permission, in 6 instances lecnses were
cancelled and probationers veturned to institutional control, while 5 others were sentenced
for SlE}!H"(lll;‘H( offences. AL The end o the peviod ninder review 41 probationers were
reporting. : ' <L

rencrally speaking, conduet of probationcers under this heading has })'llo'véd satis.fzicrtol"y"
and - response in o the nature of commendable offorts towards ‘selI'-l.'u‘-cs‘tal)]ishment h;'xé
proved eneouraging in many instances.  The defaulters, ineluding two habitual criminals,
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represent  those who failed in varving degrees fo profit by experience and who  were
nnwilling o1 unable to appreciaie conditional Tiberty  as (m u])pm'lnnily to establish
themselves. 1o does not appear to be inconsistent with “(‘Il(l(l| Latisties that during periods
of ecomparative prosperity many  seem 1o find 1(\(1‘(1,]1,1511111‘111‘ {o nmnml standards ol
condaet more difficall, and it is felt. that this has been refleeted i probation work
generally during the ])(M vear,

[ is pleasing 1o record the understanding inderest and assistanee ol the officials of
the State Placement Service and others who have been instiumental in placing probationers
in suitable and congenial employment consistent with theiv varying ahilities and capacitios
to :1(1]'11@1‘ themselves, a difficult. and scarching task at any time.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge with a deep sense of appreciation the praetical interest
of the Discharged Prisoners’ Aid Society, the Honorary Justices” Association, the Salvation
Army, and others interested in social welfare, whose generous co-operation has heen always
available and has proved of invaluable assistanec.,

Apprecaative reference has also fo he made to the thoughtful and  cnconraging
interest of the Judges ol the Supreme Court and Magistrates, and of the assistanee
rendered alwavs with eourtesy by the police and Comt officials.

Major Iloew Harr, Probation Officer for Women, Auckland.

I have the honour 1o submit the annual report as Probation Officer for Women
in the Auckland Distriet.

At the beginning of the year commencing Tst January, 1938, there were 31 probationers
on the register.  During the yvear 40 were admitted from the Auckland Courts, 14 were
received on transfer, making a fotal of 90 dealt with.  OfF that number, 32 completed
the probationary pcrlods, 13 were transferred away 1o other distriets, leaving a tlotal
of 45 probationers on ihe rvegister at the end ol the year.

During the year there were 8 defaulters.

The eollecting of restitution moneyvs this vemr has not been so diffieult owing to the
fact that therc is more cmployment. The amounts of £84 13s. in restitution moneys and
£3 13s. 6d. Court costs were received, making a total of £88 6x. 6d. in all.

The large majority of probationers bchave well and appreciate the leniency offered
them by probation, thus proving that the system of probation is a means 1o their
becoming useful and law-abiding citizens.

I wish 1o record my appreciation for the kindness and courtesy veeeived  [ron
Judges of the Supreme Court, Magistrates, Court officials, and the Police Department.

Major V. D. Woon, Probation Officer tor Women, Christehurch.

I have pleasure in submitiing my annual report on numbers and  progress of
probationers dealt with during the vear ended 3lst December, 1938,

At the beginning of the year there were 9 probationers on the register.  Admissions
during the vear totalled 12, and 3 were transferred into the distriet, making a total ol
24 dealt with. Of these, 10 satisfactorily completed probation and 1 was transferred
to another distriet, leaving 13 on the register at the end of the vear,

Moneys (3()]locted during the year ended 31st Marvch, 1939, amounted to £27 10s. 11d.
This amouni has been collected in small sums.  This has meant sacrifice and consisteney,
but I feel it is a very helptul and necessary contribution to the character of the probationer,
and in some cases the most offective way to the full realization and establishment of
higher principles.

During the year it has not been necessary to bring any probationer before the Court
for hreach of probation.

There has heen real adjustment and building during the year, with very profitable
results,

. is cheering to meet frequently those who bave passed through our hands in
previous years and who regard us as friends still imterested in their weltare.

Thanks arc dae to Mdél&“dl(‘,h, Court officials, and poliee Tor their understanding,
assistance, and courtesy during the year.

Captain M. Drekinsox, Probation Officer for Women, Dunedin.

I respectfully submit my annual report as Probation Officer for Women for the
Dunedin Distriet for the year ended 31st December, 1938,

The number of probationcis on the register at the beginning of the year was 16,
14 were admitted during the year, making a total of 30 dealt with; of these, 11 have
completed their term  of probdt](m and 4 were trangferred 1o other distviets, leaving
15 on the register at the end of the year.

Received from prison reformatory, 1, having completed her term satisfactorily.

Total of restitution moneys colleeted during the vear, £16 13s. 6d.

The majority of pl’ObdflO]](‘lS are in steady cmployment and appreciate the liberty
given them. On the whole, they have responded well.

T desire to express my wratﬂudv and appreciation lo the Magistrates, the Court
officials, Police Department, and social workers for their courtesy and assistance during
the year.
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Miss AL Sivesox, Probation Officer for Women, Wellington,

I beg to submit my tenth annual report as Women’s Probation Officer for the City
ol Wellington and district for the vear ended 318t December, 1938,

AL the beginning of  the year 28 probationers were reporting.  During the year
21 were reecived from the Courts, 5 (rom institutions, and 8 on transfer, making a
total of 62 dealt with. Of thisx number, 21 completed the period of probation, 9 were
transferred o other distriets, 2 were discharged by the Prisons Board, and 2 were
reconvicled, leaving 28 names on the rvegister al the close of the year.

Restitution to the amount of £38 13s. and costs of prosecution amounting to £3 9s. 6d.
have been received.

All girls are at present emploved, and there is no exeuse for any givl to be idle, for
there is work for all. A girl can always find employment through the Placement Officer.

As one probationer’s home was burned down, the seeretary ol the Discharged
Prisoners’ Aid Sociely very Kindly gave me an order to purchase clothing for her.

I have to thank the Justices of the Peace Association for monetary assistance to
deserving cases, and the Magistrates” Court stafl and the police for their ready help.

Mr. D. Davies, Probation Officer, Chisborne.

I respeetiully submit my report Tor the vear ended 31st December, 1938,

Owing to the amount of remuncrative work offering, most probationcrs have been
able to comply with their conditions regarding restitution 1o he made; and, but for one
who absconded and two who Tfailed to comply with their conditions of probation, their
conduet hax been satislactory.

With pleasure T tender my thanks o the executive of the loeal Y. M.CA, and the
officers  of the Placement Serviee Por their kind  assistance and  willingness to  help
at all times.

Following is a swmmary of persons dealt with and moneys colleeted

At the commencement ol the year there were 24 on the register, admitted to
probation 14, deferred sentence 6, and theve were transferred from other distriets 8
making a total dealt with of 52,

Those who completed their term numbered 17, and transferred to other distriets 13,
leaving on the register at 31st December, 1938, 232,

Crimes  Amendment  Aet—On st Januvary, 1938 there were 4 men, while received
during the vear were new releases 1, on fransfer from other distriets 2, completed
sentence 1, while T was transterred. and 1 was convieted ol other offences, thereby
leaving on the list 4,

Restitution moneys colleeted were £52 950 Gd. o Prosecution costs recovered, £6.

H

Mr. AL

(

I respeetiully submit the annual report on probation work for the year ended 31st
December, 1938, This veport melades that of Mre. 130 R. Tlovd, who has heen transferrved
{o the Child Wellare Department, Auckland.

Moneys recovered.—-Restitution moneys colleeted during the vear ended 31st Mareh,
1939, amounted to £36  4s. 2d.

Offenders Probalion et —At the heginning of the vear there were 4 probalioners
on the register; during the year 11 were admitted fo probation and 8 were reeeived
on transfer, making a total ol 23 dealt with.  OF this number, 8 satisfactorily completed
the probationary period and 11 were transferred to other districts, leaving 4 names on
the register.

Crimes  Amendment  Act. -Total dealt with 2, of whom 1 completed probation.
The other has absconded and his whereabouts are unknown.  With this exception the
probationers have im all cases fulfilled the conditions of their Ticenses.  Reports have been
periodical and restitution moneys have been paid in promptly,  As some of the probationers
live in South Westland veports have to be made in their case by lelter, but in no instanece
has there been any Tailing to report. 1 desive to take this opportunity of thanking the
officers of the loeal police and my  predecessor Tor the assistance and  adviee  given
e by them,

L ACourr, Probation Officer, (reymouth,

M. M. McoCoryack, Probation Officer, Hamilton.,

I respectiully  present my report on the working of the probation system in
Hamilton for the vear ended 31st December, 19380 At the end of Deeember, 1937, T had
25 on the register.  During the year 6 were granted probation hy the Supreme Court
and 21 by the Magistrate’s Courl and 46 were transferred from other distriets, making
a total of 98 dealt with. Cosls of prosecution and restitution money paid total £119 9. 4d.

With a few exeeptions the conduet ol probationers has heen most satistaetory, and
the majority scem determined to lead a straight life for the future. I is ])lcaéing 1o
note that nearly every probationer is in employiment of some sor(, and all appear 1o he
happy and contented.

Appreciative reference is due to Mr. Findlay, Court officials, and police for their
kindly interest and co-operation,
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Mr. A G Jounsron, Prohation Miieer, Hastines.
I have the honour to submit my annual report for the vear ended 31st December, 1938,
The nuamber of probationers on (he veeisier ot the beginning of the vear was 23,
admitted to probation af Hastinegs 1, received by franstfer from other  distriets 21,
total 54; less transfers to other distviets £ those who completed their term 20, and
2 released by Prisons Board, leaving 1% an ihe register al the elose of the year,

The amount of costs of proscention and wesithidion coileeted  during the vear
totalled £90 8s. 6d.

In looking back over the past vear s pleasing to note the appreciation shown
hy  probationers for the priviteges of preosnting o that the diseipline  with  {reedom
has brought a realization ol the necessity Tor good citivenship.  As one meels ex-probhationers
this is apparent in the steadiness that wase fnekine previousty.  Not in all cases is this
so, but sufficiently so to show that probatioe = w worlthwhile system.,

Little {rouble has heen expervienecd o e mojorvity o cases, and generdly conduet
has heen good.

I wish to thank the Toeal Emiploviment Burean aod the freezing-works for assistance
in finding cmplovment for some, and also one drapery firn for saopplving elothing so
willingly without guarantee of payvment.

Mr. R. W. Arnorn, Probation Officer, Invereargill.

Hereunder T submit my report on the mrohation work at this eentre for the vear
ended 31st December, 1938,

Probationers under Offenders Crobalivi  Act, (0200 Mhere were 2 on the register
at the commencement of the wyear, & were odmitted (o probation by the local Court,
and b teansferrved frown other digtricts, malone 1 deati with during the vear.  Six were
transferred to other distriets, T died. and 3 watisfactorily completed  thetr respeetive
periods and were automatically dischavoed.  This feives 6 names on the register at 31st
December.  Of these, 2 are required (o make pesitioiion. The remaining probationers
reporting appreciate the lenieney offered by preohation, and hehave aceordingly.

Restitution money eollected and  dishursed amounted 1o £49 195, and costs to £10:
total €59 19s.

One offender dealt with by the Courd unider weefion 16 of the Aet was ordered to
come up for sentence when called upon withie fwelee jponthy,

Probationers under Crimes Awmendanesd Gelo 19000 and the Precention of  Crime
(Rorstal Institutions FEstablishmen!) iel, 7007 M ihe beginning of the year there
were 6 probationers on the register.  Druring fhe vear 4 were reecived on release from
the loeal institution and 10 on transfer from other disiviels, making 20 {o be accounied
for.  OF these, 7 were transferred oub to othee distriely where they had obtained work
and 9 duly completed their pirobationary pervieds, thus leaving only 4 on the register
on 3lst December.  Of these, 1 is an habitual eriminal., who, hoewever, is giving no
trouble.  He recently married, and appears to he setthing down.

Practically no trouble was oceasioned Dy peobationers, all reporting vegularvly, and

all in employment for the most of the time.

General—As a rule, there ix nol mueh difficulty  in seering employment  when
needed, and the assistanee afforded by the Hiate Placement Berviee and  the Publie
Works Department in this diveciion i aehoovioiad s Viorions husiness firms and private
individuals have also heen helptul o offeving oy secrring work when so requested.

There is no doubt that probition b far and iy fess expensive to the State than
a derm in custodyv. awhile in neaely ol e bt cowee dhe eeformative value is o just
as offeetive,

My, C. J. MoMumas, Probation Gificer, Napicer.

T have the honour to submii my annual report on the probation work for the
yvear ended 31st December, 1938,

Offenders Probation Act, 1920 At the beginnme of the year there were 19
probhationers on the register, 26 were admitted Lo prebation during the year, and 9
were reeeived on transfer from other districts, making o total of &4 dealt with duving
the vyear, this total bheing vedueed by I8 having completed their term of  probation,
18 t{ransferred to other distviels, U discharged by the Prisons Board, T reconvieted,
Teaving 16 on the register at 3l Decomber, TS

Drimes Amendnend Act—There were T probationers on the register at the beginning
of the year, 9 were received on fvansicr Irone other diviviets or on Hicense Nrom institutions,
making a {otal of 16 dealt with, of which number b compleied their terms satisfactorily,
2 were transferred to other distviets, and 5 were peconvieted  for furvther offences,
Jeaving D on the rvegister at Lhe end of the year
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The eonduct of {he probationers under the Offenders Probation  Aet, 1920, has
heen very satisfactory indeed, and only in one instanee has there hoen eause for serious
complaint,  Those dealt with under the Crimes Amendment Aet ave n much more
difficult problem and do not appreciate to the same cxtent what is being done to assis
them to rehabilitate themselves.

The matter of placing men in switable ecmployment iy first importance, and in
thig conneetion T desire fo express my appreciation of 1h(- help given by the Siate
Placement Officer and his staff, who have at all times been anxious fo assist me in
thig dirvection.

T wish 1o vecord my appreciation of the courteous and kindly treatment which
have experienced  from  the loeal Stipendiary Magistrate and the definite intevest he
has alwavs taken in probation work., T also wish to express my eratitude fo the Court
officinls and the police for their courtesy and help duving the year.

Restitution payments totalled £55 by 2d., and costs o proscention paviments tofalled
£9 174.: total collected, £65 2s. 2d.

Mr. M. Clussen, Probation Offieer, Nelson,

I have pleasnre in submittineg my annual report in conncetion with the working of
the Offenders Probation Aet in the Nelson District for the year ended 31st Deecmber, 1938

During the year the tofal number of cases dealt with in this district was 25, the
number  transferred from other disteiets being 16,

Total amount of costs of prosceution and rvestitution moncy paid duving the year
wag £46 ds. 6d.

The conduet ef the probationers, on the whole, has heen good. They have all beon
kept fairly constantly i work, and during the year | have had no oeccasion-to eall on
any of the societies for anv assistanee.

Mr. W. Dinerx, Probation Officer, New Plymouth.
[ beg to submit my annual report for the year ended SIst Decomber, 19385 i
conneetion with the working of the Offenders Probation Aet and on prohationcrs undes
the Crimes Amendment Aet in the New Plymouth Distviet.

In referenee to the Offenders Probation Aet, | wish 1o report that there were 15
probationers on the register al the beginning ol the period, 15 were received [rom loeal
Courts during the yecar, and 8 were rveecived on transfer from other districls, making
a total of 420 Of that number, 18 were {ransferred 1o other distriets, 2 have failed to
report and are at present being sought for hreach of probation, T died, 2 were senteneed
to terms of imprisonment for further offences, 9 have completed theiv terms of probaiion
satisfactorily, leaving 10 on the register at the end of the period.

The sum of £35 28, Id. has been colleeted from probationers during the vear.

The general c.onducl of probationcrs duving the yenr has been good, with the exeeption
of 2 who failed to report in aumd(mw with the terms of their licenses, and 1 who was
sentenced to a term of two years’ reformative detention for further ul[(m((w

Under the Crimes Amendment Aect, 1920, there were 6 probationers on the register
at the beginning of the year, 16 were received from prison on liecense, and 5 were reecived
from other districts.  Of these, 13 were transferred to other distriets, 6 completed their
terms satisfactorily, 1 had his license cancelled and was retuined to prison for othev
oﬁ"om-(s there is a warrant out for the avrest of 1, 1 absconded to Australia, and 4 remain
on the mglsier at. end of the vear.

The thanks of the Department and mysell are due to Miss Secolter, of the Young
Women’s Christian Association, New Plymouth, for her valuable assistance and super-
vision over the female probationers. Miss Scotter has devoted a considerable amount of
time and ability to the earc and guidance of these women,

Mre. R. (. Sampeson, Probation Officer, Timaru.

I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ended 3ist Deeember, 1938,
and also {he incorporated financial return for the year ended 3lst Mareh, 1939,

At the commencement of the year there were 14 probationers on the register.
During the year 7 were placed on probation and 5 were on transfer from another
distriet. Al the end of the vear T938 only 8 vemained on ithe register.  The disposals
are accounted for as follows: Transferred to other distriets, 7; terms of probation
completed, 9 veleased by Prisons Doard, 1; imprisoned for breach, 1: making o {otal
of 18 altogether.

Tt is very pleasing to note that there s a decided decrease in the number of persons
placed on probation during the year-—only 6 ecases, as against 10 of 1937. In my
apinion, this is accounted for by the laet that the young peonle of to-day have ample
opportunity of being fully employed. T am finding no difficulty in placing 2!l probationers
n work.

2--11. 208.
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The generval conduct of the prohationers, with the exception of 1, has been good, and
ail have erveatly appreciated 1he lenieney and adviee given them by the Conrts.

Those released during the year appear to have made good.

The amount of restitution coltected during the vear was £30 19s.

I wish fo vecord my appreciation of the courteous treatment and helpful adviee which
has heen extended to me by the loeat Magistrate, and to thank the Cowrt officials, poliee
and the Distriet Emplovment Officer for their assistance.

Mre. H. Ropinsox, Probation Officer, Wanganui.

[ submit my annual report on the working of the probation system for the vear
ended S1st December, 1938,

Offenders Probalion  Act. At the commencement of the year the number on the
regisier was 22, new admissions 18, transferved from other distriets 8, making o iofal
of 48, transferved 1o other distriets 12, completed probation 1L sent to prison for
hreaches of probation 4, leaving 21 on the registerr on 3lst Deceniber, 1938,

Crimes Awmendment el There werve 14 on the vegister at the commencement o the
vear, received during  vear ) making a total of 28:;  discharged 5. transferved
recommitted 3, and abseonded 2, leaving 14 on the veeister al the end of the year.

Moneys recovered during the year were: Costs of proseeution, £29 12s.; restitution,
4D s 4dl s total, £75 3s. 4d.

The conduet of the probationers, on the whole, has been satisfactory. T oam very
pleased to state that all the probationers are in cmployment and are making an cffort
to rehabilitate themselves i the community.,

STATISTIOS.
OFFENDERS PROBATION ACT, 1920,

Acis AND TERMS 0¥ PROBATION OF THE OFFENDERS ADMITTED 10 PRORATION DURING 711 Yiar, 1935,

| Six - - . \ .
. One : Eighteen | "Two Three | Four Five |
Age, in Yeats. 1 Olr.lﬁ?lgg Yoar, ! Months. 1 Years. Years. Years. | Years. :‘ Total.
| ) : \
o i 1 LT
Under 20 years of age 1 68 4 .76 26 L [ 186
20 and under 25 L 9 1 91 3l b 23T
25 ., 30 6 a6 23 9 : a0
30 . 40 R T T N - T T s B | 1 10y
0, 50 o3 I I L
50 60 L1 N | [ L 2
60 and over .. R 6 ‘ 2 2 10
Totals .. 47 28y 230 0 275 T 2 .. 5
SUMMARY OF (ASES DEALT WITH DURING THE YhKAR 1938,

Admitted Deferred Total

B to Probation. Sentence. out.

Number reporting on Ist January, 1938 .. 1,030 213 1,243

Admitted to probation during the year .. 715 199 914

Totals .. .. . .. 1,745 412 2,157

Completed probation during the year .. .. H4y 210 758

Deceased .. .. .. . .. 5 2 7

Discharged by Prison Board .. .. .. 17 ) 22

Left the Dominion .. .. .. .. 10 .. 10

Absconded and not traced (term expired) . 10 4 14

Resentenced on the original charge .. . 29 8 37

Committed further offences .. .. .. 21 3 24

Totals .. .. .. .. 640 232 872

Number reporting on 31st December, 1938 .. 1,106 180 1,285

Breacrrs or CoNpITioNs oF RELEASE COMMITTED DURING 1938.

Tailed to report, &c. .. . .. .. . .. .. 80

Committed further offences .. .. .. .. .. .. 104

Absconded (still untraced) .. .. .. . .. o024

Totals .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 208
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Costs or Proseourion aNp RestiruTion MONKYS COLLECTED DURING THE YEAR
uNDED 3lsT Marcm, 1939,

Amount of costs of prosecution collected by Probasion Officers
Amount of restitution moneys collected ..

OrpENCeEs poR WHICH ORFEN DERS RECKIVE
Olfence.

l'hoit ..
False pmtuu e and false hmtomtn‘cs
Breaking, enter ing, and theft
/nlawful conversion of vehicles
Common agsault ..
Misehicf and wilful damage
(tarnal knowledge
Ohseene and indecent language
Receiving stolen property
Intoxi &tod in charge of vohl(,l(ﬁ;
Attempted suicide
Unlawfully on premises
Vagrancy
Obscene exposure
Forgery and uttering
Indecent assault .. . .
Stowing away .
Sheep and cattle %‘reahn"
Bookmaking
Indecent act
Bigamy .. ..
I)I'IVHI(T vehicles without due care
Def: (mlt, of maintenance
Drunkenness
Cloncealment of birth
Incest
Disorderly behaviour
Breach of probation .
Released under section 15 (in ]mu of lml])
Arson
Attempted bu(fge]y ..
Breach of Bankruptey Act
Prostitution
Hailing to stop after ace ldent
Giving false fire-alarm
R(,slstlnn police
Assault causing bodily harm
Kailing to pay unemployment levy

Totals

D THE BENERITS OR

403 17

4,299 10

3]

2

tHE PROBATION ACT DURING THE
Yurar snpup 31sr Durciomsen, 1938,

Admitted to Deferred
| Probation. Sentence.
C
402 3
64 10
A7 [
43 bS]
26 H
11 25
17 1
7 3
11 2
1 2
2 Il
3 7
9
$ .
6 1
5} i
i 3 3
' B
4 ..
3 1
3 |
3 .
2 1
. 3
2
2
i 2
| 2
| 2
|
1
!
i
|
1
i
1 .
1
1
715 199

Approximate Cost of Paper.—Prepatation, pol given ; printing (760 copies), £12 10s,

By Authority: T. V. Pavn,
Price 6d.]

fovernment Printer,

Wellington.—1939,

Total.
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