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United States of

, . Jre ) Yther Tot:
Year ended 31st March, lg(l'iti‘lifl. A(ltl:;i;’;l;m (,‘n(mtlt:'i]cs. J,iegiitﬁ::ti‘i()n;
Motor-cycles.
1927 .. o 70 | 30 ‘ . 100
1928 . . 76 l 2 » 100
1929 . . 30 ‘ 20 . 100
1930 . . 81 19 . 100
1o3 .. o 82 18 . 1O0
1952 . o 76 1 24 . 100
1933 . . 73 26 ‘ | 100
1934 . . 73 : 26 | 100
1935 . o 75 ; 24 i 100
1936 . . 73 : 20 2 100
1937 . S 36 | 14 . 100
1938 - . 90 i 10 . 100
1939 %) { 10 | . 3 140
Totals | 79 i 20 1 100

|
|
i

The above table shows a steady growth of the share of new cars obtained by (freat Britain up il
the (l(x|n<\\xmn year of 1933, when 60 per cent. came from that source.  Then came o dvop following
upon the improving economic conditions, with a sudden increase for 1936-37 to 57 per cent., while
for 1938 39 a similar percentage is maintained,

Up to 1933 31 a somewhat vimilar trend s noticeable in the case of commercial vehicles, when
39 per cent. ol the total came from Great Britain.  Over the past four years this proportion ]ms heen
slowly declining in favour of American and Canadian vehicles, and the imports from these two
countries oufnumber imports from Great Britain by over two to one. 1t should he noted thal imports
from = Gthier Countries ™ have heen omitted from the percentage table: this is beciuse practically all
the figures under that heading refer to trailers, 3,409 of the 3482 vehicles under that he: ading lor
1938 39 bemng trailers.

I the motor-cyele field the British entry shows an inereasing predominance since the depression
yeary, and the s 'Iin‘lLt, swing-over to American machines has not £ been maintained. Forcign motor-cyelos
do not appear to be able to establish any hold on the New Zealand motor-cycle market

MOTOR-VEHICLES LICKENSED AS AT 31sr MARCH, 1939.

The appended figures show the number of motor-vehicles Teensed for the year 1938-39 ax at
318t March, 1934 ([ll(‘ licensing year expires on 3lst May cach year) :

Type of Vehicle. North Island. South Island. Nm:iféi?’““‘
Cars . .. .. 141,285 71,231 212,566
Light trucks (2 tons and und(‘r Luion) .. .. 18,442 9,3H2 27,794
][(- avy trucks (over 2 tons laden) .. .. .. 11,659 6,734 21,393
Passenger trucks . . .. .. .. .. 1,064 D8y 1,652
Omnibuses .. .. .. .. .. 492 199 691
Taxis .. . .. . - . 1,186 509 1,695
Service cars . .- .. .. 393 466 6H4
Rental and private- hire cars .. o . 436 246 782
Dealers’ cars . .. .. .. 1,367 HR6 1,953
Local-authority roa,d vohlcles .. .. .. 2,212 2,138 1 ,hf)t)
Government vehicles .. .. .. .. 2,431 1,061 3,492
Trailers .. .. .. .. .. H,319 4,096 9,345
Dealers’ motor- cydes .. .. o o 96 ht 150
Motor-cycles . .. .. . o 3,330 7,71 21,109
|
Totals .. » . » L 202,767 100,161 307,93
i
|

The inercase in the munb“' nl' licensed motor-vehicles (all groups) compared with those at the
Slst Mareh, 1938, was 27,601, or 9-34 per cent.
In this connection it is nm' ('stmg to compare the ratio of population per vehiele for New
Zealand with the latest authentic ficures available for overseas countries :
Per Cent,

UN. AL, December, 1937 .. . .. .. .. o 1
New Zealand, ,‘\Lmh, 1939 .. . .. . .. .. He23
Aunstralia, June, 1937 .. . .. .. .. Lo 360
Great Britain, Neptember, 193 .. . . . oo 1620

Compared with last year the motor-cyeles licensed decreased by L7710 or T-74 per cent., whilst
motor-cars increased by 22,012, or 1165 per cent. ; the increase in trucks licensed was 2,167, or 161
per cent., whilst = Other Vehieles 7 licensed advanced by 5,070, or 28:33 per cent.
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