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OFFENDERS PROBATION

UNDER OFFENDERS PROBATION ACT, 1920, AND CRIMES AMENDMENT 2000 1910
(REPORT ON OPERATION OF), FOR TIIE YEAR 1938,

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of 1Iis Hawceilency.

The Hon. the MINISTER oF JUsTick to His BxcmriEscy the (ovirNow-(hoNarat,
SIR,-- Welineton, 11th Aveust, 1039,
T have the honour to submit to Your lixeellency the report of the Chicf Trobation
Officer on the -operations of the Offenders Probation Aci for the vear cided 3ist Deceniher,
1938.

Iohave, &,
.G B Mason,
Minister of Jostiee,

The Cumr ProvarioNn Owrlcrr to the Hon. the Mrasmer ow oo

SIR,—
I have the honour to submit my annual report on the work of the probation
system  under the Offenders I’robation Act and the Crimes Amendment Ael for the
year ended 31st December, 1938.

The statistical tables appended hereto show details of the number of  offenders
dealt with, the nature of the offences, and the ages of the persony eonecrnoed.

Reports from the Probation Officers in the eitics and the priacipal  secondary
towns are also attached.

In the small country towns police econstables act as Probation Officers, bui in any
town where there is a substantial number of probationers it is  the policy of he
Department to appoint special Probation Officers.

Offenders Probation.—The reports from the distriet officers reveal o satisfaclory
yvear’s work and show, with comparatively few exceptions, that those admitted fo prabation
have responded reasonably well. The difficultics i placing men in employment have
not been as acute as in past years, and this has been a factor which hus made the position
gasicr in the matter of the payment of restitution. All Probation Offfcers oxpress
gratitude to the Government Placement Officers for their helpiul co-operation. Thmplovinent
1s undoubtedly an important factor in rehabilitation. With many men adversity makes
them resentful and anti-social, and often a little understanding sympathy and help in
finding a job transforms a feeling of “grouch” into one of gratitude.

The number of probationers who committed breaches hy failing io comply with the
conditions of their probation or who offended again subscquently was just sver 9 per
cent. of the total dealt with. This may be regarded as satistactory.

The number of offenders admitted to probation during the year was 914, as compared
with 897 for the previous year. The amount of rvestitution money ecollociod  Trom
probationers was £4,703. The success in this regard has been due to the potient and
diseerning pressure brought fo hear hy Probation Officers.  This requirciment to make
reparation is not only of advantage to the victims of the offences committed, but it is
noticeable that many probationers through this mcans are reminded of theiv oblications,
and they themsclves frankly admit the justice of the ovders to make vestitution.  his
in itself is a step towards social rcadjustment.

1—H. 20s.
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