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Sl extensions have been completed ot the [ollowing automatic exchanges o Mownt fden,
Remuera, Ponsonby, Devonport, Takapuna, Wellington Soutly, Rostyn, and South Dunedin,
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To meet the heavy growth in the St Heliors (Auckland) wrea, o teniporary wubomatic exchange
was established.

Small extensions are o he provided in the near future al Oumara and Blenhenn,

A new branching multiple switchboard has just been installed n( Otorohanga, and similar cquipnient
i about to be installed in the new post-ollices wt Thames and Tawranga, while ot Greymouth the
switching-system has been reconstructed extonsively and modernized.

The following is o summnury of other important operations during the year in the development and
maintenance of telephone-exchange systems in the Dominion :

The laying or (>:'(=(:Ling of 81 miles of lead-covered cables contaming 17721 miles of wirve for
stthseribers’ cireuits.

The erection of 481 miles of pole-line and 4,795 miles of open aerial wire for the connection of
telephone-exchange-subseribers” stations.

The reconstroction ol purtinl veconstruction of open acrinl svstetns at a large number of
telephone-exchanges.

The replacement of existing switehboards ot Pacron, Waihi, Opotiki, Mohalka, Manakan,
Tadmor, Takaka, and Cave,

The removal ol the telephone-exchange equipment, & to new premises ab Little River,
Geraldine, and Milton, and the re-cstablishment in temporary pumn ws of the telephone-
exchange ol Motueka, where the post-office huailding was destroyed by fire.

The provision 01 a Tuvther inter-oflice trank cable between Wellesley Htrveet, Reauera, and
l)evouport exchanges which, in addition to facilitating inter-exchange working, had
the effeet of finproving spees Detransmission from she North Shore to the castern suburbs
of Auckland.

The installation of vinging-machine appavatus at Kohukohu, Hikurangi, Ruawai, Paparoa,
Waipu, Wellsford, Warkworth, Te Kaawhata, Taupiri, Ngaruawahia, Otorohanga,
Taradale,  Leeston,  Greymouth,  Pleasant  Poit,  Alexandra, FKdendale, Riverton,
Thornbury, Blaff, sud Mataura, and the rveplacement of obsolete vingers at Papakura,
Pukekolie, and Waiuku.

The installation of rectilicrs which rveplaced  prilnary-power units for exchange and toll
dialling purpeses ot Daveaville, Hikorangi, Wairon, Nupier, Waipukurau, Mivamar,
Lower Trutt, Blenheim, Amberley, and Kaiapoi.

The rearvangement of the existing power units and the installation ol an additional hattery
at Hamilton, aod the replating of the main telephone-exchange batteries at Auvckland
Central, Mount tden, and Dannevirke.

The conversion to metallic arenit of many departmental and privately owned telephone-
exchange lines whieh previously u]wmtm on the earth-return principle. This has been
made necessary by the rapid extension of power reticalation in the North Aunckland
and Bay of Islands BOWCE areas

The nstallation of air-couditioning plant at Welington Houth, and the complete overhaul
of the existing wir-conditioning cquipment at the Wellington Central exchange.

The length of various items of telephonc-exehange plant in existence on the 31st March, 1938
and 1939, respectively, was as follows
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* Revised figures, T Includes 58 miles of earthworking circuit.

The percentages of the total wire-mileage in underground, aerial, and submarine cables and
open aerial wire respectively for the year ended 31st March, 1939, are as under :

Telephone-cxchange wirve in underground cables .. .o T2:0 per cent.
Telephone-exc h.wgv wire in aerial (.x,bl(,s .. . o TG N
Telephone-exchange wire in submarine cables . .. o 04

Telephone-exchange open acvial wire .. .. .. o 2000
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