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(1) Dieer Dssistants. Vol 1938 the Junior assisbants in Native Schools, who are usually
untrained, uncertilicated Maort givis who have had at Jeast two vears  post-primary educaiion, were
placed in two categories  senior and junior.  The Teachers’ Salaries Regulations 1938 combined these
two grades o one gronp with a uniforn salary seale, the rate of salary being hased on years of service.
This provision has greatly improved the status of the junior assistants and should encourage them
to tmake teaching their vocation by offering inereased emoluments for good service.  During the year
the Correspondence Mehool offered two courses for junior assistants— the first @ preparation for the
examination necessary for admission to a Teachers” Training College, and the second @ more general
course of advantage to girls in their present positions, and Jat(l as wives and mothers. Tn 1938 three
juntor assistants (]Udl ifiecdd by examination for admission to trafuing college.  Many junior assistants
have great dithiculty u studying owing to the conditions under which they board and to the pressure
ol their ordinary duties.  The oreat nm]uuty are keenly mterested in their work.

(¢} Probationary Assistants.  The Teachers’ Salaries Regulations 1938 make provision for the
first, time for the appointment of probationary assistants to the stalls ol the larger Native schools.
The result of this innmovation will be watched with interest.

(f) Travning College Third-year Students o Native Education. -1n 1938 provision was made for
the appointment of fouy third-year students in Native education, and the course will be taken at the
Wellington Treaining College.  Two men and two women students were selected- two from Wellington
Training College, one from Christebureh Training College, and one {rom Auckland Trammg College.
I the four students, two belonged to the Maori race.  The significance of this provision is worthy ol'
note, e it is the first occasion in New Zealand that the mw] for any special training for Native
education has been recognized.

R, SrCONDARY KpucaTrion.

Forsome years the almost complete abandonment of practical, technical, and agricaltural training
bv the post-primary denominational schools has oceasioned serious concern.  In 1936, the IHon.
Minister approved of a considerable inerease in the number and value of Government s h()l(u\]npx of
all kinds available to Maori boys and girls.  As a result 1t was hoped that the (inancial position ol the
post-primary denominational schools would be strengthened, thus permitting stafling and equipment
to be on a more generous scale. Nesther in 1937 nor in 1938 was the position improved, but, on the
conteary, it has dn!tud even (urther from the realities of Maori life which should have nmdvd the
schools in tlw preparation of their courses.  The various governing bodies are conscious of thu HOTIONS
deficiencies in their schools, and during 1938, the H(m Minister was approached with a view to
ascertaintng the best means of remedying them. The Hon. Minister divected that a comprehensive
report on the post-primary education of the Maori be prepared, in order that the whole position might
be adequately reviewed.  The sitnation is less serious in the private post-primary schools for girls,
but it is far from satisfactory even there. In spite of the trend towards formalism it has always been
a pleasure to report that the tone and discipline of these schools were of a high standard, but, cven
in these respects, one school was unsatisfactory this year.

9. SCHOLARSHIPS.

Ln 1937 there were awarded, for the first time, 18 Continuation Scholarships, 5 Nursing Scholur-
ships, and 5 Agricultural Scholurships,  In 1938 these scholarship holders completed their courses,
with the exception of one Continuation Scholarship pupil and two Agricultural Scholarship pup]l,s
who left school before the end ol the fourth year. The five girls who had heen awarded Nursing
Neholarships will, o 1938, he accepted as students for training in various hospitals in the I)mnmmn
Of the 13 Continuation Nll()l.lrslnp holders, three girls lmssw] the School Certificate Kxamination,
one obtained o partinl pass, and one paxsod the Pubh( Service Entrance Exanunation.  Only one
boy was suce o»iul in ohtaining a partial pass in the School Cerfificate Kxamination.  All other
Continuation Scholurship holders either did not it or failed.  With the exception of one who is
continuing at school, all the girls who finished their fourth year’s training in 1938 will he
employed us junior assistants e 1934,

Lo 1938, 195 Junior Scholarships  (including  Other-Than  Native School Seholarships), 33
Continuation Scholarships, 10 Nursing Scholarships, and 7 Agricultural Scholavships were held by
pupils attending boarding schools. Six University Scholarships were current. The Junior e
Malkarini Se }mlu.shnp was won by Joseph Tawhai,

Maorr MissioN ScHOOLS.

The cleven Miussion schools for Native children, which are controlled and administered by
denominational authoritics, were visited by your Inspectors.  The reports dicated that in cach
case the conditions necessary for registration were sutisfied. Six hundred and fifty-two children
were cenrolled at these Mission schools.

11, AreeNpance.
At the end o 1933, 143 Native schools were administered and maintained by the Education
Department.  The total roll munber was 9,832 (9,642 1n 1937), and the average attendance was 3,471
(8,594 in 1937).  The average weekly roll number was 9,737, the percentage of regularity being 86-6.
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