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INFANT-LIFE PROTECTLON.

The Infants Act. 1808 provides, 7oter afio. Tor the licensing of homes and the supervision of infants
placed i these homes, and for the legal adoption of children,

The attached tables show the position rezarding mfants in regisbered foster-homes and private
mstitutions.

Adoptions. There wax an inercase during the year ol 110 cases. The large total of 516 children
adopted during the year is asterling tribute to the inereasing number of ikind-hearted persons who ave
willing to asswne full leeal custody and responsibility for young children o in fact, we are unable at
fimes to find soitable children for applicants.  Only one order was rovoked during this period
because of the unsuitability of the home, probably on account of the pending birth of a child to the
adoptive mother. The two orders which weve vavied were simply for the changing of the Christian
names of the children coneerned.  Ax an adoption is sueh a vital happening in the hife of the child,
and especially the illegithnate one, it would not perhaps be ont of plice to give here o brief history of
adoptions in New Zealand.

The first adoption stabute was the Adoption of Children Act, 1881, This laid down the laws
under which the adoption of children bax sinee proceeded, aithough additional safeguards have been
subsequently provided.  This Act, however, was so cluimsy that 15 was [elt desirable to simplify it.
This was done by the Adoption of Children Aet, 1895, which repealed previous Acts and re-enacted the
law in a simple fashion. 16 inereased she eligible age of adoption o lilteen years and provided that
where o c¢hild was over twelve years its consent was necessary.  In 1906 she Adoption of Children
Amendment Act provided that an adopting parent should not receive a premianm in respect of an adoption
except with the consent of the Magistrate. This was directed ngainst the abuse of the adoption procedure
whereby it was used inonfow cases partly asan aid to a livelihood, or as a means of securing an immediate
sum of money. Nection 21 of the Infant Life Protection Act of 1907 made a further amendment by
providing that a Magistrate might i special cases in making the adoption order dispense with the
consent of the parent or guardian,

The statutory law of adoption as it stands to-day contains the amendments seb out above and 18
embodied in Part TH of the Infants Act, 1908,

Stipendiary Muzis il themselves of the servives of Child Welfare Officers in obtaining
reports on applications made inder Part TH of the Act for the adoption of a child. A probationary
period in the foster-home is regarded as essential before adoption is recommended.

During the last five years fhere have heen 185 adopfions of state wards.  This s one result of the
system of placement of children in private foster-homes and o further testimony  -f one were needed —
of the excellent results aceruing from sueh o system. During the year ended 31st December, 1938,
516 children were adopted (31 being State wards), and i 15 cases premiuims were approved
by the Courts.  OF the total nomber of children adopted, 106 were under the age of six months,
6% hetween the ages of six and twelve months, 176 between the ages of one and five years, 94 between
the ages of five and ten years, and 72 bebween she ages of fien and {ifteen years.

At the end of the year 685 nfants were supervised m 633 licensed foster-homes.  OFf these homes,
599 had one child cach, 40 had two childeen cach, 3 had three childeen cach, 1 had four children, and 2

had five children cach.
Payments for maintenanee, which were made by relatives, ranged from 2s. to £2 per week for each.
There were 1,404 infants residing in Heensed homes throughout the year, and of these 3 died.
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